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Daily Readings 

Week Day 

1 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

2 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

3 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

4 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

5 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

6 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

7 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

8 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

9 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

10 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

11 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

12 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

13 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

14 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

15 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

16 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

17 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

18 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

19 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

20 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

21 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

22 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

23 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

24 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

25 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

26 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

27 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

28 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

29 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

30 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

31 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

32 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

33 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

34 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

35 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

36 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

37 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

38 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

39 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

40 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

41 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

42 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

43 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

44 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

45 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

46 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

47 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

48 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
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49 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

50 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

51 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

52 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

 
 
DBRP - WEEK 1, Day 1, Monday, 31 December 2018 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=gen+1%2C+2%3B+proverbs+31%3B+matthew+1 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Monday, 31 December 19: 
 
Note: Here is a short video overview of chapters 1-11 of Genesis: https://youtu.be/KOUV7mWDI34 
 
1. Genesis 1 ς άIn the beginning, GodΧΦέ The first thing God wants you to know is that He is the Creator, and what 
He creates is good, a point repeated seven times (seven -- the number of completeness and perfection) in chapter 
one. God reveals Himself in His creation (see Romans 1), and in the first chapter of the Bible, we have revelation of 
The Holy Trinity ς DƻŘΩǎ oneness and His three-ness ς all at work in creation as One. In verse 1:2, we are 
introduced to the Holy Spirit (more about the Holy Spirit -- https://thebibleproject.com/explore/holy-spirit/). 
However, the role of the Son remains less clear at this point. The Book of John, which we will read later, completes 
the picture ς άIn the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 
In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it.έ (John 1:1-5) The Greek term used for άǿƻǊŘέ ƛƴ WƻƘƴ ƛǎ ά[ƻƎƻǎ,έ a word which really has no sufficient 
English equivalent. Though Logos is often equated to logic, it means far more ς the ultimate reality and the source 
of everything, including wisdom, purpose, and meaning, and life. Proverbs 8 tells us that this Logos existed before 
the creation. John tells us this Logos -- this source of creation, life, and wisdom -- is, in fact, Jesus, the Son of God. 
Of Himself, Jesus said, άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜΦ bƻ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Father except through me.έ 
(John 14:6) In Genesis, the first thing God commands is, ά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ.έ WƻƘƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ 
ƳŜƴΦέ hŦ IƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿill 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦέ (John 8:12) As you begin reading the Bible this year, understand that the purpose of the 
.ƛōƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ΨƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΩ ς His Story. The Book (66 books that tell one story) is intended to reveal Jesus Christ, the 
Living Word, the Way, the Truth and the Life, The Light of the World, the Son of God, the Messiah, the Savior. From 
Genesis 2 onward, we learn why people need salvation through Jesus and why there is no other way to salvation 
but through Jesus. We will also learn how, just as all three persons of the Holy Trinity are involved in creation, all 
three work inseparably in salvation: 
 
  - John 6:44 -- No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the 
last day. 
 
  - John 3:3-8 -- Jesus ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ ά¢ǊǳƭȅΣ ǘǊǳƭȅΣ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ 
of GodΧΦ unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That which is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ƳŀǊǾŜƭ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ōƻǊƴ 
ŀƎŀƛƴΦΩ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƎƻŜǎΦ {ƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦέ 
 
  - Ephesians 2:18 -- Through [Christ] we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 2:14 -- The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, 
and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 
 

https://youtu.be/KOUV7mWDI34
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  - Romans 8:10-11 -- If Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from 
the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 
 
2. Genesis 2 ς God created man to be His steward or overseer of His creation and to be in relationship with Him. 
The Greek word for steward is Oikonomos, which means keeper ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ όǎŜŜ DŜƴ мΥнн-23, 26, 28; 
Gen 2:15; 1 Cor 4:1, 2; 1 Cor 9:17; Titus 1:7; 1 Peter 4:10; ). DƻŘ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴ ŀ ǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ 
way on a physical earth, to translate His spiritual truths into physical reality ς ά¢Ƙȅ ǿill be done on earth as it is in 
IŜŀǾŜƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ DƻŘ ƎŀǾŜ !ŘŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƧƻōΤ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƎ DƻŘ ƎŀǾŜ !ŘŀƳ ǿŀǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ όƛƴ ǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘύ ǎƻΣ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜΣ !ŘŀƳ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ς God is love. (1 John 
4:8). Our primary command is love, and our primary means to love is work (caring for the needs of others in a 
tangible way -- ŜŦŦƻǊǘύΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƻǊŘŜǊ ό¢ƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ 9ŘŜƴύ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ with another in 
Him, with Him (God walked with Adam in Eve in the Garden ς Gen 3:8) and for Him. But with love comes the 
choice to love. Genesis 2 reveals that love and obedience to God (who is Love) are inseparable. The command to 
not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil was given by God in His perfect love (protecting us from 
ourselves) and was a test of love for Adam and Eve. Would they choose God over self? Would they trust God to 
decide right from wrong, or would they seek to define right and wrong for themselves? Would they trust God for 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΚ ²ƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƭƻǾŜΣ ǘǊǳǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅΚ Lǘ ƛǎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ ¢ƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ Iƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ Iƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ Iƛǎ ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎΣ 
and His sovereignty. To chaƭƭŜƴƎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ŎƻǎƳƛŎ ǘǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǿŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ [ƻǾŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ 
(Himself). Disobedience separates us from love, and, despite popular opinion, we cannot truly love others while we 
are in disobedience to God -- "The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience 
and a sincere faith." (1 Timothy 1:5) In Christ, we are new creations (2 Corinthians 5:17) who have returned to  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) -- 31 Dec 18:  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 1, Day 2, Tuesday, 1 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=gen+3%2C+4%3B+proverbs+1%3B+matthew+2 

Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Tuesday, 1 January 19: 

1. Genesis 3:1, 4-6 -- ά5ƛŘ DƻŘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŀȅΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ Ŝŀǘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΩΚΦΦΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ŘƛŜΦ 

CƻǊ DƻŘ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ŝŀǘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ DƻŘΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾƛƭΦέ 

Adam and Eve knew right from wrong before eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. They 

ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻōŜȅƛƴƎ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎƻōŜȅƛƴƎ IƛƳ ǿŀǎ 

bad. God gave them this prohibition personally and also explained the consequences of disobedience, which was 

death. (Gen. 2:16ς17) The only knowledge Adam and Eve lacked was practical knowledge of evil ς they had never 

ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƛǎƻōŜȅŜŘ DƻŘΦ !ŘŀƳ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ problem, 

ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǊƛŘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƪƴŜǿ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

care. Beyond that, to justify their sin, they (Adam was with Eve during the encounter with the serpent) questioned 

DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ Iƛǎ motives, and His integrity. The fruit of the tree was the choice to defy God, to challenge His 

authority, and to become an independent decision-maker with self-determination. (See Proverbs 1:29-32) This was 

no small mistake, it was direct rebellion against the Almighty and rejection of His perfect love and will. This was a 

rejection of God Himself. Jesus explains later that all sins, even the seemingly insignificant ones, render us guilty of 

the greatest sin of all, failing to honor God as Lord and to love Him with all our heart, soul and strength. (Matthew 

5 and Mark 12:30) There is no small bite of the apple. We marginalize sin because we first marginalize God. We 

justify our sin because we challenge the justice of God, just as Adam and Eve did in the garden. First, we question 

the clarity of His word, then we question God Himself. Then, when we take a bite of the fruit and experience the 

consequences of sin, we make excuses, claiming ignorance, blaming others (Genesis 3:12, 13), even blaming God ς 
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ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΧƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘΦέ !ǊƳŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ŜȄŎǳǎŜǎΣ ǿŜ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŜ ǳǇƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ 

and grace ς άLΩƳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŀŘΧΦ aȅ ǎƛƴ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƻ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΧΦ DƻŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜΦέ ²Ŝ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅ 

ourselves ς ΨWǳǎǘ ŀǎ ƛŦ L ƘŀŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴƴŜŘΦΩ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛȊŜ DƻŘΣ ǿŜ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛȊŜ ǎƛƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜƴŘŜǊǎ Iƛǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ 

seemingly insignificant ς The Good News is no longer that good, perhaps irrelevant. The first step to reconciliation 

ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ IƛƳ ŀǎ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ IƛƳ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǎ άIƻƭȅΣ IƻƭȅΣ IƻƭȅΦέ όLǎŀƛŀƘ сΥоύ !ǎ tǊƻǾŜǊōǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ 

ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦέ όtǊƻǾŜǊōǎ мΥтύΦ tǊƻǾŜǊōǎ мΥнф ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 

next step is to see our sin as God sees it, to be overwhelmed by the grief of it, to truly mourn over it. (see Matthew 

рΥоΣ пύΦ hƴƭȅ ǘƘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƛƴ ŀ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ Ψ!ƳŀȊŜŘ ōȅ DǊŀŎŜΣΩ ŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ƘȅƳƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǎƘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀōƭŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ -- άCƻǊ DƻŘ ǎƻ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ 

ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ {ƻƴΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊƛǎƘ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΧΦ DƻŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ 

ǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŘƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΦέ όWƻƘƴ оΥмсΤ wƻƳŀƴǎ рΥуύ {ƛƴ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ άƎƻƻŘέ 

creation, and mankind was separated from God, dead in sin. In Christ, we have Life, we are redeemed, and through 

/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ΨǊƛƎƘǘΩ όǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎύ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΥ 

  - 2 Corinthians 5:17 -- Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 

new has come. 

  - Romans 5:17, 19 -- For if by the transgression of the one, death reigned through the one, much more those who 

receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the One, Jesus CƘǊƛǎǘΧΦ CƻǊ 

as through the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, even so through the obedience of the One 

the many will be made righteous. 

Now this is the kind of Good News that, when fully appreciated, should cause us to shout it from the rooftops! 

What we do with the Gospel reveals how much we really value it. Who we share it with reveals how much we 

really love. Yesterday, we saw that, before the fall, God made mankind His stewards or managers of His physical 

creation. In Christ we have been given the stewardship of His Gospel. We have been entrusted with His message of 

reconciliation. This is our primary mission. How are you doing? If you are not having trouble containing your 

ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎŜnse of urgency to share it with others, pray to 

God to give you a fresh perspective.  

  - 2 Corinthians 5:18, 19 -- All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the 

ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 

against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. 

  - 1 Corinthians 4:1, 2 -- This is how one should regard us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of 

God. Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful. 

  - 1 Peter 4:10 -- As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God's varied grace: 

  - 1 Corinthians 9:17 -- For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward, but if not of my own will, I am still entrusted 

with a stewardship. 

  - Colossians 1:25 -- of which I became a minister according to the stewardship from God that was given to me for 

you, to make the word of God fully known, 

  - 1 Timothy 1:4 -- nor to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies, which promote speculations rather 

than the stewardship from God that is by faith. 

"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 1 Jan 19: Make you New Years resolution to fulfill the Great 

Commandment and Great Commission. 

 

DBRP - WEEK 1, Day 3, Wednesday, 2 January 2019 
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https://esv.literalword.com/?q=gen+5%2C+6%3B+proverbs+2%3B+matthew+3 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Wednesday, 2 January 19: 
 
Matthew 3:1, 2 ς άIn those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, άwŜǇŜƴǘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƘŀƴŘΦέ As we read the account of John the Baptist, it can be very easy for us to miss the 
ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛǾŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ he was having on his culture at the time, and the 
lessons his life leave for us today. The account of John the Baptist is mentioned in all four Gospels. Understand that 
it had been 400 years since Malachi (the last book of the Old Testament) proclaimed the ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻŦ άthe great and 
awesome day of the LordΦέ Since then there was prophetic silence. Think about that for a moment ς 400 years! 
[ƻƻƪ ōŀŎƪ плл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƛƭƎǊƛƳǎΤ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜΦ Now comes John the 
Baptist proclaiming the imminent arrival of the Messiah and the Kingdom of God. John the Baptist had become a 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦƛƎǳǊŜΦ άJerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to himέ ǘƻ ōŜ 
baptized. (Matthew 3:5). John was doing something quite shocking to the religious leaders ς he was baptizing in 
ǘƘŜ WƻǊŘŀƴ wƛǾŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ .ŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ .ŀǇǘƛǎƳ ǘƘŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ do as an act of obedience and public 
profession of their faith; this was what the Jews would recognize as a proselyte baptism, a ritual of ceremonial 
cleansing required of a gentile to become a Jew, because gentiles were viewed as unholy and unclean. John was 
saying that even the Jews, including the Pharisees and Sadducees, were unclean, unprepared for the coming of the 
Messiah, and he was calling for national repentance. Naturally, the Pharisees and Sadducees were furious over this 
huge, bold, and very public insult! And when confronted, John the Baptist did not pull any punches -- ά¸ƻǳ ōǊƻƻŘ 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not 
ǇǊŜǎǳƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ Ψ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣΩ ŦƻǊ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΣ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ǘƻ 
raise up children for Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not 
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ оΥт-10) The Messiah is coming, and you are not 
ǊŜŀŘȅΗ ¢ƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ƘŀŘ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ [ŜǾƛǘŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ōŀǇtism, and their main 
concern was who John the Baptist was proclaiming to be. Why did he think he was so special? (John 1:19-34) 
However, John the Baptist immediately directed all attention away from himself and on to Jesus ς ά!mong you 
stands one you do not know, ŜǾŜƴ ƘŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǇ ƻŦ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǎŀƴŘŀƭ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ǿƻǊǘƘȅ ǘƻ ǳƴǘƛŜΦέ 
(John 1:26, 27) John the Baptist understood his mission ς to proclaim Christ and Christ alone. He was not hindered 
or distracted by public opinion or public attention. He did not seek position, title, or notoriety. The Book of John 
further records that when John the Baptist saw Jesus coming, he did not announce Jesus as the King or as the Lion 
ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ άthe Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!έ ¢Ƙe ultimate Day of Atonement was at 
hand! This was the beginning of the end of the Old Mosaic Covenant, and the dawn of the New Covenant of 
reconciliation with God through Jesus Christ. (See Hebrews) This was the proclamation of the Gift of God and 
salvation only by grace through faith in Jesus Christ and not by works, leaving no room for anyone to boast. 
(Ephesians 2:8-9) John the Baptist was a faithful Herald of Immanuel (God with us), and of JohnΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άamong 
those born of women none is greater than John.έ ό[ǳƪŜ тΥнуύ .ǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ άYet the one who is least in 
ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŜΦέ Grace is the great equalizer. Anyone who is in Christ has the full 
righteousness of Christ credited to them, rendering the righteousness of people meaningless for salvation ς Christ 
is sufficient. Those in Christ are now free to pursue righteousness as an act of love for God and others, rather than 
pursuing the law out of fear of judgment. (Romans 9:30, 31; 1 Timothy 6:11; 2 Timothy 2:22) This is Good News! 
John was faithful with the message of reconciliation, which he boldly proclaimed to all, drawing no attention to 
Himself. Now God has entrusted you with the message of reconciliation. What are you going to do with it in 2019?  
 
2 Corinthians 5:17-21 -- Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 
new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against 
them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be 
sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
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"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 2 Jan 19:  Today, recommit to being a faithful ambassador for 
Christ, never representing yourself or your views in any situation but only Jesus and His will.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 1, Day 4, Thursday, 3 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=gen+7%2C+8%3B+proverbs+3%3B+matthew+4 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Thursday, 3 January 19: 
 
Matthew 4:1 ς άThen Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.έ ²ŀǎ WŜǎǳǎ led 
into temptation by the Spirit? bƻΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ άƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎΦέ DƻŘ ƻǊŘŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǘΣ 
WŜǎǳǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ άǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭΦέ At first glance, this verse seems to contradict James 1:13 ς άLet no one say 
when he is tempted, ΨI am being tempted by God,Ω for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no 
one.έ !ƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ пΥмΣ Ƙƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ WŜǎǳǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘŜŀŎƘ Iƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅΣ ά[ead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evilέΚ I think a key to resolving this apparent contradiction is to understand the 
difference between external temptations, and internal temptations.  
 
External temptations are offered to us by an agent of temptation (a tempter), whether or not we have any desire 
to accept the invitation to enter into ǎƛƴΦ 9ȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ǎƛƴΣ ƴot ours. External temptations 
are a test, and throughout the Bible, we see that, in His sovereign will, God allows us to be tested. In fact, God uses 
tests to develop us into Christ-like character. 
 
However, we are responsible for internal temptations, sinful thoughts and desires that come from our prideful, 
self-centered hearts. ¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜŀǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǎƛƴǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ŀ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Greatest Commandment of love.  
 
Contrary to what Adam and Eve said in the Garden, no person or circumstance Ŏŀƴ ΨƳŀƪŜΩ ȅƻǳ ǎƛƴΦ hǘƘŜǊǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ 
tempt you to sin, and certain situations might weaken your moral resolve, but how you respond to external factors 
is your choice.   
 
Based on many Bible verses such as Ephesians 2:1-3 and 1 John 2:16, church tradition teaches about three enemies 
of the soul, which have been called άthe trinity of temptationέ ς the world, the flesh, and the devil (mundus, caro, 
et diabolus). The world and the devil are external tempters, and the flesh is internal. As per James 1:13, God is not 
affected by agents of temptation, nor does He act as an agent of temptation. Therefore, Jesus was led by the Spirit 
in the proximity of an external tempter (Satan), but He (the Son of God) ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎƛƴ.  
 
The Bible calls us all to be led by the Spirit rather than the flesh, and as Ambassadors of Christ in a sinful world, the 
Spirit will definitely lead us into environments full of external temptations. In fact, iƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭŀǎǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ for 
us before His crucifixion, IŜ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ άI do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you 
keep them from the evil one.έ όWƻƘƴ мтΥмрύ Iƛǎ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ǇŀǊŀƭƭŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ -- ά[ŜŀŘ ǳǎ 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil όƳƻǊŜ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ άŜǾƛƭ ƻƴŜέύΦέ The prayer is that God will 
not allow external temptations to become internal temptationsΣ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ άŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻέ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ. In 
other words, ά[ƻǊŘΣ DƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΗέ  
 
Certainly, the Bible tells us to make every effort to avoid external temptations ς you cannot play with fire without 
getting burned. However, we cannot accomplish our mission on earth and avoid all external temptations. As 
aŀǊƛƴŜǎ ǎŀȅΣ ά¢ƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅ ƎŜǘǎ ŀ ǾƻǘŜΦέ CƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅ, ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀȅǎΣ άNo temptation has overtaken you that is 
not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the 
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.έ ό1 Corinthians 10:13) The 
key point of this verse is when being tempted, we must not attempt to meet the challenge in our own strength ς 
we need to turn to God and ask Him to show us the way out and to give us Holy Spirit strength to endure. As 
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Galatians 5 teaches, self-control (internal strength) is really Spirit-control, which comes from God, not from mere 
willpower. And the Bible is also clear that the first response to a temptation is prayer.     
 
More verses for consideration are provided below:  
 
  - Hebrews 2:18 -- For because he himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being 
tempted. 
 
  - Hebrews 4:15 -- For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one 
who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 
 
  - James 1:14 -- But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 
 
  - Mark 7:15 -- There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile him, but the things that come 
out of a perǎƻƴ ŀǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ŘŜŦƛƭŜ ƘƛƳΦέ 
 
  - Matthew 18:7 -- ά²ƻŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŦƻǊ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎƛƴΗ CƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿƻŜ ǘƻ 
the one by whom the temptation comes! 
 
  - 1 Thessalonians 3:5 -- For this reason, when I could bear it no longer, I sent to learn about your faith, for fear 
that somehow the tempter had tempted you and our labor would be in vain. 
 
  - Matthew 26:41 -- Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the 
ŦƭŜǎƘ ƛǎ ǿŜŀƪΦέ 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 7:5 -- Do not deprive one another, except perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that you may 
devote yourselves to prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not tempt you because of your lack 
of self-control. 
 
  - 2 Timothy 1:7 -- for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 
 
  - Luke 22:46 -- ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎΚ wƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ 
ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
  - 1 Timothy 6:9 -- But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and 
harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 
 
  - Galatians 6:1 -- Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a 
spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. 
 
  - 1 John 2:16, 17 ς άCƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘτthe desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of 
life τis not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but 
ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀōƛŘŜǎ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΦέ    
 
  - Psalm 141:4 -- Do not let my heart incline to any evil, to busy myself with wicked deeds in company with men 
who work iniquity, and let me not eat of their delicacies! 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 3 Jan 19: Pray that God will not let your heart incline to any evil 
but rather give you the strength to face the sinful world as a faithful Ambassador of Christ. And when you fail to 
Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘΣ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ м WƻƘƴ мΥф ς άIf we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.έ  
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DBRP - WEEK 1, Day 5, Friday, 4 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+9%2C+10%3B+proverbs+4%3B+matthew+5 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Friday, 4 January 19: 
 
Matthew 5:3-11 -- And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:  
 
     ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦ  
     ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƳƻǳǊƴΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŜŘΦ  
     ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜƪΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦ  
     ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘΦ  
     ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŎƛŦǳƭΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƳŜǊŎȅΦ  
     ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŜ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎŜŜ DƻŘΦ  
     ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜƳŀƪŜǊǎΣ Ŧƻr they shall be called sons of God.  
     ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΩ ǎŀƪŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦ  
     ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǊŜǾƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǳǘǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŜǾƛƭ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ȅƻǳ ŦŀƭǎŜƭȅ ƻƴ my 
account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you. 
 
/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ п ƻŦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ōȅ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ 
άteachingΧ proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the 
people.έ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ р ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ Iƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ άThe BeatitudesΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ŜŀǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ are 
perhaps some of the most well-known verses within the Gospels, but also arguably some of the most neglected.  
 
It is beneficial that we are reading Matthew in parallel with Genesis, giving us the perspective of two different 
kingdoms with two very different agendas and approaches, two different kingdoms that war against each other 
from Genesis to Revelation, two different viewpoints that often battle within our minds. As we have read, the 
great battle started in the Garden, where Adam and Eve asserted their perceived goodness and self-sufficiency, 
where in their pride and self-centeredness, they convinced themselves that they could live for themselves and 
define righteousness on their own terms. Now, Jesus is proclaiming the truth of His Kingdom, and today He 
delivers His battle plan, but it is not what anyone likely expected.  
 
Lƴ ǎǘŀǊƪ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ IŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣέ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘŜƴǎŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǘŜƴǎŜΣ άŦƻǊ ǘƘƛŜǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ 
of hŜŀǾŜƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŀǘ, of themselves, they are spiritually bankrupt, with no 
righteousness at all. These are they who recognize their total depravity and total dependence on God.  
 
Then He speaks of their mournfulness ς total sorrowfulness over their sinfulness with truly repentant hearts. He 
says, they shall be comforted. Then He communicates their meekness ς total humility and reliance on God, ready 
to trust in God and patiently endure in obedience. Jesus goes on to tell ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ Iƛǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ 
ǿƘŀǘ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ άhunger and thirst for righteousnessΣέ ǘƻ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
with God, metaphorically speaking, to return to the old Garden days when there was perfect unity with Him and 
with others. This is no casual approach to religion, this is hunger and thirst! When you are starving, it is hard to 
ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ .ǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ [ƛŦŜΦέ ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ IŜ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, He will satisfy.  
 
WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜƴ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ Iƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ άǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣέ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ 
DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǊŎȅ, are naturally merciful to others. ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜous than others, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǊŜƭȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ǳǇƻƴ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  
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Next, Jesus ǎŀȅǎΣ άBlessed are the pure in heartΣέ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ŀǎ Iƛǎ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ 
Matthew 5 ς άYou therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.έ Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
demands be achieved? I believe these verses speak to Christians living out more and more each day what they 
have already received in Christ, righteousness and purification: 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 6:11 -- And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified 
in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
 
  - 1 John 3:1-3 -- See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so 
we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. .ŜƭƻǾŜŘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because 
we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 
 
  - Philippians 3:12 -- Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, 
because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
 
The pure in heart have righteousness and purity credited to them through Jesus Christ, but then, in a response of 
love and as an act of worship and testimony, pursue righteous and pure lives, desiring with all their hearts to be 
άconformed to the image of his SonΦέ όwƻƳŀƴǎ уΥнфύ CƻǊ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΩ 
desire and prize of life! 
 
WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘέ ŀǊŜ άǇŜŀŎŜƳŀƪŜǊǎΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
others; it means that we are the messengers of ultimate peace ς peace with God, reconciliation with God through 
Jesus, the only Peace that can bring any real peace. Paul said it this way:  
 
  - 2 Corinthians 5:16-20 -- From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once 
regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 
creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled 
us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, 
not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 
God. 
 
But then Jesus concludes with a Beatitude that is so significant He says it twice ς God has called His people to 
ΨƧƻȅŦǳƭƭȅΩ ǎǳŦŦŜǊΣ ǘƻ ōŜ άpersecuted fƻǊ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΩ ǎŀƪŜΦέ ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ DƻŘ-given ministry of 
reconciliation includes a ministry of suffering, ƳƻŘŜƭƭƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎƛŀƭΣ ŦƻǊƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ 
our relationships -- in the name of Jesus, in fellowship with Jesus, as an act of love for Him and for others. To the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ άǿƛƴƴƛƴƎΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ άŦŜŜƭέ ƭƛƪŜ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
your human nature, but ƭŜǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳΥ   
 
 - James 1:12 -- Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive 
the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him. 
 
  - 2 Corinthians 4:17 -- For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
comparisonΧΦ 
 
  - Galatians 6:2 ς Χ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  
 
  - Philippians 3:10 -- that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, 
 
  - Luke 14:27 -- Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 
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  - 1 Peter 4:12-13 -- Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
something strange were happening to you. But ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜ ƛƴǎƻŦŀǊ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ 
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 
 
¢ƘŜ .ŜŀǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ, and as we continue to read, I would 
encourage you to continuously cross-reference them. I pray that as you read these familiar verses, they will not get 
stuck in your head but would instead move to your heart through the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 5 Jan 19: Today, use the Beatitudes as a guide for self-
ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ ά9ȄŀƳƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ¢Ŝǎǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ hǊ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? τ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ȅƻǳ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘΗέ ό2 Corinthians 13:5) 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 1, Day 6, Saturday, 5 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+11%2C+12%3B+proverbs+5%3B+psalm+1 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Saturday, 5 January 19: 
 
Note: Here is a short video overview of Genesis 11-50 -- https://youtu.be/VpbWbyx1008 
 
Note: Here is a short video overview of Psalms -- https://youtu.be/j9phNEaPrv8 
 
  - Genesis 11:4-6 -- ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά/ƻƳŜΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǘƻǿŜǊΧ and let us make a name for 
ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earthΧΦέ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƻƴŜ 
people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And nothing that they 
propose to do will now be impossible for them. 
 
  - Genesis 12:8 -- And there he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord. 
 
  - Psalm 1:1, 2 -- Blessed is the man whoώǎŜϐΧ delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and 
night. 
 
Everyone chooses citizenship in either the Kingdom of God or the kingdom (collective) of man. These kingdoms are 
at war. There is no dual citizenship between warring states. Jesus said you are either with Him or against Him: 
ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ Ψ[ƻǊŘΣ [ƻǊŘΣΩ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΚέ ό[ǳƪŜ сΥпсύ ά²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ƛǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƳŜΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊǎΦέ ό[ǳƪŜ ммΥноύ άLŦ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘΦέ όMark 3:25) άSo, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of 
my mouth.έ όwŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ оΥ16) James adds, ά¸ƻǳ ŀŘǳƭǘŜǊƻǳǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΗ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ŜƴƳƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΚ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀƴ ŜƴŜƳȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ 
(James 4:4) God demands allegiance.  
 
The world also demands allegiance. The kingdom of man proclaims salvation in humanity and professes hope in 
the ultimate good of mankind -- άthe ƎŜƴƛǳǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΦέ !ǎ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘhe kingdom of man 
will promise peace through unity of ideas and common government. Appeals for unity eventually turn into 
ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ƻŦ ŜŀǊǘƘƭȅ 
kings. As Swiss political theorist Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778) warned, human governments naturally incline 
towards tyranny. WŜǎǳǎΩ sovereignty is intolerable to people who want to lord over their own lives and to 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŦƻǊ Ǝŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ΨƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΦΩ 
 

https://youtu.be/VpbWbyx1008
https://youtu.be/j9phNEaPrv8
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άΧuntil we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 
measure of the stature of the fullness of ChristΦέ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ пΥмоύ ¦ƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ ¦ƴƛǘȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ 
else is destruction ς the greater the unity of effort, the quicker the destruction. In Genesis, we see people unifying 
ǘƻ άƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƴŀƳŜέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ǘƻ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ DƻŘΦ As an act of common grace, the Lord 
dispersed them because άnothing that they [would have proposed to do would have been] impossible for them.έ 
He dismantled their efforts to protect them from themselves. Mankind has been attempting to rebuild the tower 
ƻŦ .ŀōŜƭ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜΦ hƴƭȅ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΩǎ ŜǾƛƭ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘΦ aƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ Ǝƭƻōŀƭƛzation 
and technology are breaking down the barriers across the globe and giving people ΨƻƴŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΦΩ tŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ 
as a good thing. Let the Bible inform you.  
 
While the rest of the world was building towers to the glory of man, Abram (Abraham) was in dry lands building 
alters to the Lord and calling upon His Name. He took the road less traveled, the narrow gate -- ά9ƴǘŜǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are 
many. For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few. (Matthew 7:13, 
14) Jesus is the gate όWƻƘƴ млΥфύΣ ŀƴŘ ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻώǎŜϐΧ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǿ 
he meditates day and night.έ όPsalm 1:1, 2) 
 
Today, serve your King faithfully as His ambassador to the kingdom of man.  
 
  - Joshua 24:15 -- And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the 
gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But 
ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ 
 
  - 1 Kings 18:21 -- !ƴŘ 9ƭƛƧŀƘ ŎŀƳŜ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ƭƛƳǇƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘǿƻ 
different opinions? If the Lord ƛǎ DƻŘΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƘƛƳΤ ōǳǘ ƛŦ .ŀŀƭΣ ǘƘŜƴ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƘƛƳΦέ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ƘƛƳ 
a word. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 5 Jan 19: Today, serve your King faithfully as His ambassador to 
the kingdom of man. 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 1, Day 7, Sunday, 6 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+13%2C+14%3B+proverbs+6%3B+psalm+2%2C+3 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Sunday, 6 January 19: 
 
Psalm 2:10-12 -- Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. Serve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoice with trembling. Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly kindled. 
Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 
 
As mentioned on Saturday, it is very beneficial reading the Old Testament, the New Testament, Proverbs, and 
Psalms in parallel ς this approach provided important perspective.  
 
In concert with our other readings this week, Psalm 2 reminds us that DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻǳǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǘƘŜ 
Gospel message, our message to a rebellious world, begins with a call to repentance. Today the psalmist proclaims 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ Ψ.Ŝ ǿƛǎŜ όǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ, your total depravity and enmity with The Holy, Sovereign God), 
ōŜ ǿŀǊƴŜŘ όƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ȅƻǳύΣ ǎŜǊǾŜ όǊŜpent, surrender, and ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅύ Χ 
and then rejoice όƛƴ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ bŜǿǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎύ, but with continuous trembling (awe and 
reverence for God).Ω [ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ƛƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ о ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΣ άIn those days John the Baptist came preaching..., 
ΨwŜǇŜƴǘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƘŀƴŘΦέ !ƴŘ WƻƘƴΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ-hearted casual 
conversation ς it was a dire, urgent warning ς ά¸ƻǳ ōǊƻƻŘ ƻŦ ǾƛǇŜǊǎΗ ²Ƙƻ ǿŀǊƴŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŦƭŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŀǘƘ ǘƻ 

https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+13%2C+14%3B+proverbs+6%3B+psalm+2%2C+3
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ŎƻƳŜΚ .ŜŀǊ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƛƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜΧΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀȄŜ ƛǎ ƭŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƻǘ ƻŦ ǘhe trees. Every tree 
ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ōŜŀǊ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƛǎ Ŏǳǘ Řƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜΧΦ Iƛǎ ǿƛƴƴƻǿƛƴƎ ŦƻǊƪ ƛǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘΣ 
and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fiǊŜΦέ Next, Matthew 4 tells us that Jesus began His ministry with a call for repentance ς άFrom that 
time Jesus began to preach, saying, ΨRepent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.ΩΧΦ And he went throughout all 
Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ŀŦŦƭƛŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ (Matthew 4:17, 23) The Gospel message always begins with DƻŘΩǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ for 
repentance. The most awful news imaginable (DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻƻƳƛƴƎΣ ǿǊŀǘƘŦǳƭ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ŀƎainst sinners) reveals the 
magnitude of the Good News.  
 
Unfortunately, in our generation, the call to repentance seems to have been reduced to a whisper, and the Good 
News is presented more as ΨƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŜǿǎΩΦ άIn our attempts to make the Gospel palatable to non-believers, we 
sometimes promise all the benefits of heaven without demanding repentance. Thus we have celebrities who Ψlove 
JesusΩ while reveling in immodesty and immorality, and many others who think themselves to be saved even 
though they never darken the door of a church or love their neighbors.έ ό¢ŀōƭŜǘŀƭƪ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜύ 
 
Our call for repentance must involve boldly and directly countering culture, addressing the specifically relevant 
ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŘŀȅΣ ŜȄǇƻǎƛƴƎ ǎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ǿhile proclaiming salvation through Christ alone 
(the most socially offensive part of our message). As an example, John the Baptist boldly proclaimed Christ, while 
ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎƛƴƎ IŜǊƻŘΩǎ ǳƴǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴǘ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǎƛƴ ς a relevant social issue of his day. For 
the latter, John the Baptist was beheaded. When we counter our culture and address current social issues in light 
of the Gospel, we ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎΣ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΩǎ ŘŜǇǊŀǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǘŀƭ 
dependence on His grace:  
 
  - John 18:37, 38 ς άThen Pilate said to him, ΨSo you are a king?Ω Jesus answered, ΨYou say that I am a king. For this 
purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the worldτto bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is 
of the truth listens to my voice.Ω Pilate said to him, ΨWhat is truth?Ωέ 
 
When we challenge culture and social norms, we enter into the great spiritual battle ς άFor the weapons of our 
warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty 
opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey ChristΦέ όн /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ млΥпΣ 
5) 
 
If you are questioning why the world is increasingly becoming a dark place, question instead why the Church has 
lost much of its brightness, since darkness cannot overcome light. I think our readings point out that it is because 
ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ άServe the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.έ ¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ άǊŜƧƻƛŎƛƴƎέ ŀǊŜ 
άŦŜŀǊέ ŀƴŘ άǘǊŜƳōƭƛƴƎΦέ LΩƳ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŦŀƛƭŜŘ ǘƻ άōŜŀǊ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƛƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜΦέ When we fail to stand in reverent awe of God, truly amazed by His grace, our motivation to 
serve and rejoice wanes, as does our eagerness and urgency to share The Good News. With Psalm 2:11 in mind, 
ǊŜŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ рΥмо-16 ς ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ǎŀƭǘ Ƙŀǎ ƭƻǎǘ ƛǘǎ ǘŀǎǘŜΣ Ƙƻǿ 
shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ŦŜŜǘΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ! Ŏƛǘȅ ǎŜǘ ƻƴ ŀ Ƙƛƭƭ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ƘƛŘŘŜƴΦ bƻǊ Řƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀ ƭŀƳǇ ŀƴŘ 
put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 6 Jan 19: Today, ά{ŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǘǊŜƳōƭƛƴƎΦέ 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 2, Day 1, Monday, 7 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+15%2C+16%3B+proverbs+7%3B+matt+6 
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Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Monday, 7 January 19: 
 
Genesis 15:1, 6, 8; Matthew 6:25 -- άΩFear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.ΩΧ And he 
believed the Lord, and he counted it to him as righteousnessΧΦ But he said, ΨO Lord God, how am I to know that I 
shall possess it?ΩέΧΦ 5o not be anxious about your lifeΧΦέ  
 
¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ Ŏŀƴ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ ŀ great deal about faith, fearΣ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ. Abram 
ό!ōǊŀƘŀƳύ ǿŀǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ōȅ DƻŘΣ ƴƻǘ ōȅ ƳŜǊƛǘ ōǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ !ǎ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ !ōǊŀƳΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ 
ōŜ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪΣ ά²Ƙȅ would DƻŘ ǇƛŎƪ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǳȅΚέ hǘƘŜǊǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ƛǎΣ 
ǿŜ ŀƭƭ Ŧŀƭƭ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ƴƻǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǎ ς άFor by grace you 
have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no 
one may boast.έ (Ephesians 2:8, 9) !ōǊŀƳΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜΦ 
!ōǊŀƳΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ƻǊ ǳƴŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΦ !ōǊŀƳ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άIŀƭƭ ƻŦ Cŀithέ ƻŦ 
Hebrews 11, but just like us, his faith and his faithfulness (the fruit of faith), was far from perfect.  
 
Abram was just like the desperate father who begged Jesus to heal his son and who said to Jesus, άL ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ; help 
Ƴȅ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜŦΗέ (Mark 9:24) Abram and this father were both believers who trusted in God but still struggled with 
doubt (fear). 5ƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ often feel the same way? The good news is that they were also willing to be honest with 
God about their doubts and asked God to help them with their doubts. How about you? Are you praying to God 
about your unbelief?    
 
/ƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎΩ ŘƻǳōǘΣ John Calvin said, ά!ǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΣ ƛǘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘƭȅ 
unbelievers; but God forgives us, and exercises such forbearance towards us, as to reckon us believers on account 
of a small portion of faith. It is our duty, in the meantime, carefully to shake off the remains of infidelity which 
adhere to us, to strive against them, and to pray to God to correct them, and, as often as we are engaged in this 
ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΣ ǘƻ Ŧƭȅ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŦƻǊ ŀƛŘΦέ We must trust God with our doubt while striving against infidelity, continually 
praying for His help.  
 
The Bible calls us to be courageous in the Lord, which is triumph over fear by trusting in Him rather than ourselves 
or anything else.  
 
  - Psalm 27:14 -- Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!  
 
  - Psalm 31:24 -- Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the Lord! 
 
  - Daniel 10:19 -- O man greatly loved, fear not, peace be with you; be strong and of good courage. 
 
Courage (overcoming very real fear) is the evidence of our salvation and gives us the ability to do good  ς άo̧u are 
her children, if you do good and do not fear anything that is frightening. (1 Peter 3:6). In fact, it takes courage to 
truly love ς άThere is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not been perfected in love.έ όм Wohn 4:18) Think about it. It takes faith, trusting in God to 
overcome fear, in order to give, to forgive, to rest from work, to obey God over the world, and to face seemingly 
insurmountable obstacles so that the power of God can be revealed in our lives to others to His glory. άAnd 
without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and 
that he rewards those who seek him.έ όIŜōǊŜǿǎ ммΥсύ 
 
In doubt, Abram asked God for evidence of His promise. So, God told Abram to prepare for an ancient ritual known 
ŀǎ ΨŎǳǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘΣΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘΣ ŘŜŀƭ, or pact would cut animals in half and then 
together walk through the animal parts, essentially saying, Ψaŀȅ L ōŜ Ŏǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƛŦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ƪŜŜǇ Ƴȅ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜόǎύ ŀǎ LΩǾŜ ǎǘŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ όŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘύΦΩ (Genesis 15:9-11) However, in this case, God 
caused Abram to fall into a deep sleep, and only the Presence of God in the form of a smoking fire pot and a 
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flaming torch passed between these pieces. όDŜƴŜǎƛǎ мрΥмтύ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ Ψ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǊŜǎǘǎ 
ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΣ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳǊǎΦ L ŀƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ rests in my hands, 
ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳǊǎΦ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƭƻǾŜΦΩ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ 
should lead us to faithfulness.  
 
5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ !ōǊŀƳΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ DƻŘ ǘƻƭŘ !ōǊŀƳ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ IƛƳ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ in Himself, Abram 
turns around and anxiously disobeys God, taking matters into his own hands by getting Hagar pregnant. As a 
result, God does not abandon Abram, and Abram is still blessed by God, but needless pain and suffering enters into 
Abrams life and remains through the generations to this day. Some practical learning points are provided here: 1) 
We all doubt. 2) Our first response to doubt should be prayer. 3) Fear and doubt tempt us to take matters into our 
own hands and to make rash decisions rather than patiently waiting for God and His timing. 4) Faith often means 
waiting, waiting on the Lord. 5) While waiting on the Lord, simply obey what He has already clearly said in His 
word, and be faithful to what He has already given you as responsibility. 6) Be careful ς those closest to you will 
often give you bad advice, but you are still responsible for your own decisions. 7) Fear leads to infidelity which 
ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƴŜŜŘƭŜǎǎ Ǉŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΦ CŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎings without 
unnecessary sorrow ς ά¢ƘŜ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǊƛŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŀŘŘǎ ƴƻ ǎƻǊǊƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦέ όtǊƻǾŜǊōǎ млΥннύ 
 
Finally, Jesus tells us today that, when fighting fear, we need to go on the offensive rather than the defensive and 
be proactive rather than reactive ς ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎΧΦ .ǳǘ ǎŜŜƪ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 
ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ сΥом-33; compare with Matt 5:6) Stay focused 
on obeying God, knowing Him more and more each day, and making Him known more and more each day. And 
WŜǎǳǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ с:34) The best way to prepare for tomorrow 
ƛǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ CƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ DƻŘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ άLook 
carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, because the days are 
evil.έ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ рΥмрΣ мсύ WƻȅŦǳƭƭȅΣ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ  
 
We will all doubt, but doubts need not equal defeat. When we have doubts, we need to be honest about them, 
take them to The Lord, trust in His provision, and obey through our doubts. Fear need not lead to failure or 
needless pain. But if we do failΣ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ and ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ƛƴ м WƻƘƴ мΥф ŀƴŘ 
Romans 8:28, 29. God uses even our failures for good and to conform us to the image of His Son, Jesus.  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 7 Jan 19: Today, confess your doubts and fears to the Lord, 
trust Him, wait on Him, and obey Him through your doubts. Focus on being faithful with today.   
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 2, Day 2, Tuesday, 8 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+17%2C+18%3B+proverbs+8%3B+matt+7 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Tuesday, 8 January 19: 
 
Matthew 7:15, 20, 21-23 ς άBeware of false prophetsΧΦ ¸ou will recognize them by their fruitsΧΦ Not everyone 
ǿƘƻ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ Ψ[ƻǊŘΣ [ƻǊŘΣΩ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ Ƴȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ 
in heaven. hƴ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ Ψ[ƻǊŘΣ [ƻǊŘΣ ŘƛŘ ǿŜ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǎȅ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏast out demons in 
ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ Řƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΚΩ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ L ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ΨL ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴŜǿ ȅƻǳΤ ŘŜǇŀǊǘ 
ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǿƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎΦΩέ 
 
From The Beatitudes through today's readings, Jesus has addresses the heart of our problems - the problem with 
our hearts. We were created to love God and then to love others as His heirs of love, as His agents of love, an in His 
image with His heart of love. The Great Commandment of love sums up God's will for us -- ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your 
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ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ (Luke 10:27) First, we are to love God with our entire being, then love others unconditionally 
and sacrificially (wanting with all our hearts to love others the way our First Love loves them); then we are to care 
about ourselves last, not wanting selfishness to get in the way of love. άDo nothing from selfish ambition or 
conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves.έ όtƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ нΥоύ 
 
With this prioritization, we would naturally see others the way God sees them, and we would want others (who we 
love) to know our First Love as well as we do. What greater joy could we have than to serve as the reconciler 
between those we truly love? άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ǳǎΧΦ From now on, therefore, we regard no one 
according to the fleshΧΦ We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (2 Corinthians 5:14-16, 20) 
 
Unfortunately, we get it backwards. We tend to put ourselves first, then others next, and God last. From this 
perspective, we view everyone else (including God) as a resource, opportunity, or a threat ς an ally to protect our 
own self-interest or an enemy. People or circumstances become ΨgoodΩ if they support our desires or narrative and 
ΨbadΩ if they threaten our desires or narrative. All relationships become negotiated contracts ς άL ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ƛŦ L ƎŜt; I 
will love others if they love me; I will do unto others as they have done unto me (as opposed to the Golden Rule).έ 
Finally, we judge God from our perspective of His fairness and apparent efficacy. Consequently, we blame God for 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƴΣ ǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ IƛƳ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǊƛƴƎ IƛƳ ŀǎ ŀƴ ΨǳƴƧǳǎǘΩ ƻǊ ΨǳƴŎŀǊƛƴƎΩ DƻŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ Ƨǳǎǘ DƻŘΦ 
Some will write Him off as a non-existent God rather than the omnipresent, omniscient sovereign God.    
 
So, we ƧǳŘƎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƴƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ and for their benefit, but rather from our standard, based upon our 
self-righteousness and self-centeredness. We condemn others when we want to justify ourselves or when we feel 
threatened by them. (Matthew 7:1-6) And ǿŜ ƧǳŘƎŜ DƻŘ ǿƘŜƴ IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ǎŜƭŦƛǎƘ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ, 
ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ Iƛǎ άƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎέ; and we envy others (which is actually anger towards God) because they have what 
DƻŘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎ ς άWhat causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions 
are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and 
quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend 
it on your passions.έ  
 
The fruit of this backwards thinking becomes apparent eventually as self-centeredness and selfishness eventually 
ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ŦƻǊƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǿŜ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ 
it. But things like anger and indulgence do make sense as we fight to get and to protect what we see is rightfully 
ours. Galatians 5 describes the fruit that comes from the two different kinds of trees:  
 
Galatians 5:19-26 -- Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, 
sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things 
like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; 
against such things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions 
and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking 
one another, envying one another. 
 
Perhaps the most ominous ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ƛǎ ǿƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǊƴǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜƭŦ-deception, many self-
proclaimed Christians will be surprised on the Day of Judgment that their great religious studies, their preaching, 
their religious acts, and their miraculous deeds, were, in fact, worthless before God, even against His will. Rather 
ǘƘŀƴΣ άWell done, good and faithful servantΣέ WŜǎǳǎ ǿill ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άI never knew you; depart from me, you 
workers of lawlessness.έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ тΥноύ Workers of lawlessness? These hypocrites (the Greek work for stage 
actors) are those who only pretended to love (thereby breaking the commandment of love), apparently so 
convincingly they even fooled themselves. They do good deeds for all the wrong reasons, from the wrong 
motivation, from the wrong heart.  
 
The honest Christian we review the fruit of the Spirit and admit that they continue to fall short, too often their lives 
reveal works oŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ άōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦέ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ 
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ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ άǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǊƛŎƘΣ ȅŜǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƪŜ ƘŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ǇƻƻǊΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ώǿŜϐ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ 
ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǊƛŎƘΦέ ό2 Corinthians 8:9) 
 
Iƴ ƻǳǊ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀǿ 
closer to Him, not further away. Prayer is key! 
 
  - Matthew 7:7, 8 -- ά!ǎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΤ ǎŜŜƪΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘΤ ƪƴƻŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿill be opened to you. 
For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.έ 
 
  - James 4:5-10 -- άIŜ ȅŜŀǊƴǎ ƧŜŀƭƻǳǎƭȅ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŘǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǳǎέΚ But he gives more grace. 
Therefore ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άDƻŘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǳŘ ōǳǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳōƭŜΦέ Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, 
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be 
turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 8 Jan 19: Today, memorize Galatians 5:19-26 in order to review 
it daily. Pray that God will build you up in the fruit of the Spirit.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 2, Day 3, Wednesday, 9 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+19%2C+20%3B+proverbs+9%3B+matt+8 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Wednesday, 9 January 19: 
 
Genesis 19:1, 15-16, 26, 36 ς άLot was sitting in the gate of SodomΧΦ the angels urged Lot, saying, ΨUp! Take your 
wife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be swept away in the punishment of the city.Ω But he lingered. 
So the men seized him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand, the Lord being merciful to him, and they 
brought him out and set him outside the cityΧΦ .ǳǘ [ƻǘΩǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƘƛƳΣ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ ōŀŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǇƛƭƭŀǊ ƻŦ 
saltΧΦ both the daughters of Lot became pregnant by their father.έ 
 
The story of Lot and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah is both shocking and tragic and should serve as a 
warning to Christians today against being influenced by society rather than confronting ungodly culture.  
 
The New Testament tells us Lot was a righteous man who was greatly distressed and tormented in his soul by the 
ǎŜȄǳŀƭ ǇŜǊǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǿƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎ ƘŜ ǎŀǿ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛƴ {ƻŘƻƳΦ όн tŜǘŜǊ нΥуύ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ мфΥм ǎŀȅǎ [ƻǘ άǿŀǎ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜ ƻŦ {ƻŘƻƳΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ was a town leader, at least active in community affairs and well-
known. However, despite his anguished heart and apparent influence within the community, he seems to have had 
no significant impact on Sodom. On the contrary, he and his family were corrupted by and complicit with Sodom.  
 
Warned by the angels of the DƻŘΩǎ imminent judgment and destruction of the cities, Lot tried to ǿŀǊƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻƴΩǎ-in-
law (presumably Sodomites), but they ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƧƻƪƛƴƎ όǾмпύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŀȅǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ [ƻǘΩǎ 
ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭǎΩ warning and about what he had communicated to his family concerning sin. 
Furthermore, Lot had become so attached to Sodom that the angels had to physically kick him out of town (for 
sake of Abraham not Lot ς v29). During the destruction, his wife disobeyed the angels, looked back and died. 
Finally, aƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ [ƻǘΩǎ two daughters survived, they had been so corrupted by Sodom they subsequently got their 
father drunk and slept with him in order to get pregnant by him! Iƻǿ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀ άǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎέ Ƴŀƴ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǎuch things to 
happen?  
 
  - 1 Corinthians 10:11-12 -- Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for 
our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed 
lest he fall. 
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  - Romans 15:4 -- For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction. 
 
[ƻǘΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ƭŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ 
counter the sins of our culture and not simply to protect our families and preserve society but to reveal the need 
for salvation through Jesus Christ. {ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŀǘΚ CǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΦ  {ŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
ambassador during times such as these is a tremendous responsibility ς do not be complacent! Remember, silence 
is consent.  
 
Ezekiel 3:17-21 ς άWhenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the 
ǿƛŎƪŜŘΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ŘƛŜΣΩ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ ƘƛƳ ƴƻ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ ƴƻǊ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǿŀǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŎƪŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛs wicked way, in 
order to save his life, that wicked person shall die for his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. But if 
you warn the wicked, and he does not turn from his wickedness, or from his wicked way, he shall die for his 
iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. Again, if a righteous person turns from his righteousness and 
commits injustice, and I lay a stumbling block before him, he shall die. Because you have not warned him, he shall 
die for his sin, and his righteous deeds that he has done shall not be remembered, but his blood I will require at 
your hand. But if you warn the righteous person not to sin, and he does not sin, he shall surely live, because he 
took warning, and you will have delivered your soul.έ  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 9 Jan 19: Do two things today: 1) Resolve not to be entertained 
by anything (TV shows, social media, web-sites, etc.) that makes light of what God considers abhorrent, and 2) 
commit to sharing the complete Gospel with at least one person today.  
 
  - Psalm 101:3 -- I will not set before my eyes anything that is worthless. I hate the work of those who fall away; it 
shall not cling to me.  
 
  - Philippians 4:8 -- Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think 
about these things. 
 
  - 1 Timothy 4:7 -- Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself for godliness;  
 
  - Romans 12:2 -- Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by 
testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
 
  - 1 John 2:15 -- Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him.  
 
  - Matthew 5:28 -- But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed 
adultery with her in his heart. 
 
  - Ephesians 5:11 -- Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 
 
  - Matthew 24:14 -- And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony 
to all nations, and then the end will come. 
 
  - Mark 16:15 -- !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άDƻ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
  - 2 Timothy 4:2 ESV -- Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 
complete patience and teaching. 
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DBRP - WEEK 2, Day 4, Thursday, 10 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+21%2C+22%3B+proverbs+10%3B+matt+9 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Thursday, 10 January 19: 
 
Matthew 9:10-13 ς άAnd as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and 
were reclining with Jesus and his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, ΨWhy does 
your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?Ω But when he heard it, he said, ΨThose who are well have no need 
of a physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn whŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎΥ ΨL ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ƳŜǊŎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜΦΩ CƻǊ L ŎŀƳŜ 
not to call the righteous, but sinners.Ωέ 
 
άWŜǎǳǎ ǊŜŎƭƛƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘŀōƭŜΧΦ ώǿƛǘƘϐ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘŀȄ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛǾƛŘ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ 
relational intimacy with these tax collectors (reclining at table was a demonstration of deep affection). Tax 
collectors were hated by the Jews because tax collectors (also Jews) gathered taxes for Rome and skimmed off the 
top for themselves (traitors and thieves of their own people). Yet, Jesus had even picked Matthew (Levi, perhaps a 
former Levite) the tax collector to be one of His inner-circle disciples!  
 
aŀƴȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ƻǊ ŎƻƴŘƻƴŜŘ ǎƛƴ ŀǎ Ψƴƻ ōƛƎ ŘŜŀƭΩΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
have used these verses to justify their own complacency against sin and compromise with the sinful world. 
However, Jesus was NOT hanging out intimately with sinners; He was fellowshipping affectionately with 
άǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴǘέ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀƭƭ Christians. The other Gospel accounts give us greater details behind this story:    
 
[ǳƪŜ о ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿƘŜƴ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛȊƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ōŀǇǘƛȊƛƴƎΣ ά¢ŀȄ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ 
ƘƛƳΣ Ψ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ ŘƻΚΩ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ Ψ/ƻƭƭŜŎǘ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦΩ {ƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ 
ŀƭǎƻ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ Ψ!ƴŘ ǿŜΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ ŘƻΚΩ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ Ψ5ƻ ƴƻǘ ŜȄǘƻǊǘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ōȅ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ƻǊ 
ōȅ ŦŀƭǎŜ ŀŎŎǳǎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿŀƎŜǎΦΩέ ό[ǳƪŜ оΥмн-14) 
 
¢ƘŜƴ aŀǊƪ нΥмр Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻǳǘΣ άaŀƴȅ ǘŀȄ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƴŜrs were reclining with Jesus and his disciples, for there 
ǿŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƘƻ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƘƛƳΦέ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘŀȄ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘose who had repented, trusted in Jesus, and 
decided to follow of Jesus. Luke tells another story about a chief tax collector named Zacchaeus who proclaimed 
such repentance and life commitment while dining with Jesus -- άΩ.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ [ƻǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƎƻƻŘǎ L ƎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǇƻƻǊΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŦǊŀǳŘŜŘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ L ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǳǊŦƻƭŘΦΩ !ƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ Ψ¢ƻŘŀȅ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ 
comŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ aŀƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǘΦΩέ 
(Luke 19:8-10)  
 
WŀƳŜǎ пΥп ǎŀȅǎΣ ά²hoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.έ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ 
no friend to the world, though He invites all into friendship. Jesus said, ά.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ L ǎǘŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻŎƪΦ LŦ 
ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƘŜŀǊǎ Ƴȅ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ Ŝŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΦέ όRevelation 
3:20) άYou are my friends if you do what I command you.έ όWƻƘƴ мрΥмпύ Ironically, the Pharisees, the religious 
leaders, refused to recline with Jesus.  
 
ά¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎƛŎƪΦ Dƻ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎΥ ΨL desire 
ƳŜǊŎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜΦΩ CƻǊ L ŎŀƳŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎΦΩέ Remember the Beatitudes? These 
Pharisees could not see that they were sick and unrighteous sinners too, like all people. They ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ άǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘέ όǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ ǘheir spiritual bankruptcy) or mournful (repentant of their own sins); they did not hunger and 
thirst for righteousness because they had filled up on self-righteousness (empty calories); therefore, they were not 
merciful, nor were they pure-hearted peacemakers. On the contrary, they were hard-hearted, mean-spirited 
accusers of others, no friends of God. They were not guilty of condemning usury and extortion (as should be done 
for sake of justice), they were guilty of condemning sinners -- to them these tax collectors were unforgivable ς as if 
ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ DƻŘΩǎ to give. wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛōŜǎ said, 
άά¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴŀƴ ƛǎ ōƭŀǎǇƘŜƳƛƴƎ,έ because Jesus said to a paralytic, ά¢ŀƪŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴΤ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴΦέ 
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(Matthew 9:1-8) Though they understood that forgiveness belongs to God and were ready to accuse Jesus of 
blasphemy, they refused to see their own hypocrisy in refusing to forgive.   
 
Jesus then Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ΨŜȄǇŜǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿΩ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ really understand the law at all, partially quoting Hosea 
сΥс ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŀŘǎ ƛƴ ŦǳƭƭΣ άCƻǊ L ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǎǘŜŀŘŦŀǎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ōǳǊƴǘ 
ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎΦέ ¢ƘŜǎŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ƪƴŜǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Řƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ōǳǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ DƻŘΦ !ƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ Ŝlse, these 
religious leaders should have understood that all people are sinners and God is eager to forgive the truly 
repentant: 
 
  - Psalm 14:2, 3 ς The Lord looks down from heaven on the children of man, to see if there are any who 
understand, who seek after God. They have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt; there is none 
who does good, not even one. 
 
  - Psalm 86:15 -- But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love 
and faithfulness. 
 
Only ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅΣ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊǳŜ ƳŜǊŎȅΣ ƎǊŀŎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎƭȅΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻƴǘΦ 
άTherefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgivenτfor she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, 
ƭƻǾŜǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΦέ (Luke 7:47) !ƭǎƻΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ΨŀƳŀȊŜŘ ōȅ ƎǊŀŎŜΩΣ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ ¢ƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƻ 
others.  
 
As humble, forgiven Christians who are spiritually bankrupt apart from the unmerited riches bestowed upon us by 
Jesus Christ, we must judge sin with a truly loving heart for the sinner, desiring their repentance and faith in Jesus 
Christ as their Lord and Savior. WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ aŀƴ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǘΦέ όLuke 19:10) 
bƻǿ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎΣ ŜƴǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Iƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴǘƭȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊΦ ²Ƙƻ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻŘŀy?  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 10 Jan 19: Share the Gospel with at least one person today.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 2, Day 5, Friday, 11 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+23%2C+24%3B+proverbs+11%3B+matt+10 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Friday, 11 January 19: 
 
Matthew 10:16, 24 -- άBehold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and 
innocent as dovesΧΦ A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master.έ 
 
Jesus came as the Ultimate Passover Lamb, the perfect and wholly sufficient sacrifice to pay for our sins. (John 
1:29, Acts 8:32, 1 Corinthians 5:7, 1 Peter 1:19) -- άChristΧ offered for all time a single sacrifice for sinsΧΦ For by a 
single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.έ (Hebrews 10:12, 14) For our sake, 
with all authority in His hands (Matthew 28:18), with the pƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ άtwelve legions of angelsέ ǘƻ Iƛǎ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ 
(Matthew 26:53), Jesus άemptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And 
being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 
cross.έ όtƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ нΥтΣ уύ άCor the joy that was set before him, [Jesus] endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.έ όIŜōǊŜǿǎ мнΥмнύ  
 
άGod shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.έ όwƻƳŀƴǎ рΥуύ Jesus came to bring 
salvation to sinners, and during His earthly ministry, He walked humbly, serving, giving, forgiving, and healing. Yet, 
most rejected Him, hated Him, abused Him and maligned Him. Prophetically, Isaiah wrote of Jesus ς  
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άFor he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that 
we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten 
by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was 
the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turnedτevery oneτto his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, 
and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that 
before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as 
for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of 
my people? And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no 
violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; 
when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord 
shall prosper in his hand. Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the 
righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.έ όLǎŀƛŀƘ роΥн-
11) 
 
bƻǿΣ ŀǎ Iƛǎ άƻŦŦǎǇǊƛƴƎΣέ Iƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎ ǘƻ ŀ ǎƛƴŦǳƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ WŜǎǳǎ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǳǎ ǘƻ Ψdeny ourselves 
and take up our crosses and follow Him.Ω όaŀǊƪ уΥопύ 9ƴǘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ 
to a sinful world, He understands that He is also entrusting us with a ministry of suffering, that He is sending us out 
άas sheep in the midst of wolvesΦέ While many inspirational books have been written recounting the many 
ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ŦŜǿ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ Iƛǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǘǊǳƭȅ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ IƛƳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎ ƴŀƳŜΩǎ ǎŀƪŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ 
called to suffer for Christ, but we are not cŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘƻǇŜΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ 
much about how to be good stewards of suffering:  
 
мύ ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΦ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǎƘŜŜǇ ǘƻ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ǿƻƭǾŜǎΣ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ 
all human reason. How do sheep defeat wolves? Only through the power of God. What do we know about sheep? 
They (we) are weak, dumb, smelly, submissive, and defenseless. What do we know about wolves? They are 
powerful, ferocious, ravenous, and work in packs to devour the weak and helpless. So, how are sheep protected 
from wolves? They are protected by the shepherd. Our shepherd is the Good Shepherd ς  
 
  - John 10:14-18, 27-30 ς άI am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows 
me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I 
must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the 
Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down 
of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have 
received from my FatherΧΦ My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, 
and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎƴŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŀƴŘΦ I and the Father arŜ ƻƴŜΦέ 
 
  - Psalm 23 -- The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me 
beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜΩǎ ǎŀƪŜΦ Even though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, 
they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my 
cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of 
the Lord forever. 
 
Jesus calls His disciples by name (Matthew 10:1-4), and under His authority, which is all authority (Matthew 10:1, 
Matthew 28:18), commissions them to go and make disciples, to turn wolves into sheep. He leads them through 
trials, He restores them through trials, He comforts them through trials, He brings all things (especially trials) 
together for good for His loved ones (Romans 8:28, 29), and He promises to be with His disciples forever, that 
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nothing at all can separate them from His love for eternity. God uses sheep to defeat wolves in order to reveal His 
ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ ΨǇƻǿŜǊΩ ƻŦ ǎƘŜŜǇΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǎƘŜŜǇ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ǿƻƭǾŜǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ DƻŘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƻƴŜ 
that. Trust the Good Shepherd to protect, and trust Him with the victory.  
 
  - Romans 9:17 -- CƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ tƘŀǊŀƻƘΣ άCƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǳǇΣ ǘƘŀǘ L ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƻǿ 
my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all thŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ 
 
нύ ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ŀƭƻƴŜΦ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŜƴǘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘŜŀƳǎΦ aŀǊƪ сΥт ŀŘŘǎ ǘƻ aŀǘǘƘŜǿǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
the sending of the Apostles ς άAnd he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them 
authority over the unclean spirits.έ  
 
  - Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 -- Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, 
one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up!  
 
  - Proverbs 27:17 -- Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.  
 
  - Amos 3:3 -- ά5ƻ ǘǿƻ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘΚ 
 
With whom are you teaming with to share the Gospel in your community? How many people will the two of you 
share the Gospel with today?  
 
оύ {ǳŦŦŜǊ ǿƛǎŜƭȅΦ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά.e wise as serpents and innocent as dovesΦέ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƪŜ ƻŦ Iƛǎ 
ƴŀƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ŀ ōŜŀǘƛƴƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘƴŜǎǎΦ CƛǊǎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
suffering for His names sake and suffering because you are simply wrong, disagreeable, defensive, selfish or 
unloving in some other way. Second, there are times when it is best just to walk away. How do you know who to 
engage and who not to engage, and how do you know when to stand your ground and when to leave? The Holy 
Spirit must guide you here.  
 
Concerning Holy Spirit wisdom in discerning when to face persecution, John Bunyan in 1684 offered the following: 
 
άThou mayest do in this as it is in thy heart. If it is in thy heart to fly, fly; if it be in thy heart to stand, stand. 
Anything but a denial of the truth. He that flies, has warrant to do so; he that stands, has warrant to do so. Yea, the 
same man may both fly and stand, as the call and working of God with his heart may be. Moses fled, Ex. 2:15; 
Moses stood, Heb. 11:27. David fled, 1 Sam. 19:12; David stood, 1 Sam. 24:8. Jeremiah fled, Jer. 37:11ς 12; 
Jeremiah stood, Jer. 38:17. Christ withdrew himself, Luke 19:10; Christ stood, John 18:1ς8. Paul f led, 2 Cor. 11:33; 
Paul stood, Act 20:22ςноΦ Χ There are few rules in this case. The man himself is best able to judge concerning his 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǳǇƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǊ ŦƭȅΧΦ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ Ŧƭȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀ 
slavish fear, but rather because flying is an ordinance of God, opening a door for the escape of some, which door is 
ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦέ 
 
пύ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ς άA disciple is not above hƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ ƴƻǊ ŀ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ŀōƻǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΦέ  
 
  - 1 Peter 4:12-19 -- Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ .ǳǘ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜ ƛƴǎƻŦŀǊ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎs, that you may also 
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because 
the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15 But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer 
or as a meddler. Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that 
ƴŀƳŜΧΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ƭŜǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻǳƭǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ /ǊŜŀǘƻǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ 
good. 
 
  - 1 John 3:13 -- Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 
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  - 1 Corinthians 1:18 -- For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved 
it is the power of God. 
 
  - Philippians 3:18 -- For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of 
the cross of Christ. 
 
Have peace and rejoice through persecutions. Jesus has overcome the world ς  
 
  - John 16:33 -- I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
ǘǊƛōǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ .ǳǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΤ L ƘŀǾŜ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ 
 
  - Revelation 6:15-17 ς Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the 
powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, calling 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻŎƪǎΣ άCŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƛŘŜ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ǎŜŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
wrath of the Lamb, ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿǊŀǘƘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘŀƴŘΚέ 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 11 Jan 19: Today, find a partner in Christ who will be willing to 
go with you to share the Gospel with others daily.    
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 2, Day 6, Saturday, 12 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+25%2C+26%3B+proverbs+12%3B+psalm+4 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Saturday, 12 January 19: 
 
Genesis 25:29-34 ς άOnce when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was exhausted. And 
Esau said to Jacob, ΨLet me eat some of that red stew, for I am exhausted!Ω (Therefore his name was called Edom.) 
Jacob said, ΨSell me your birthright now.Ω Esau said, ΨI am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?Ω Jacob 
said, ΨSwear to me now.Ω So he swore to him and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil 
stew, and he ate and drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.έ 
 
Some decisions are permanent ς ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ōŀŎƪΦ 9ǎŀǳΣ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ŀ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘ ƎǊŀǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀŎǘŜŘ 
upon impulse and sacrificed his future and his legacy for a bowl of stew. And do you really think he was dying of 
starvation? Of course not. ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŀy how long Esau had been without food while hunting, but doubtful 
ƛǘ ǿŀǎ пл Řŀȅǎ ƛƴ ŀ ŘŜǎŜǊǘ ŀǎ WŜǎǳǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘΦ !ƴŘ 9ǎŀǳΩǎ ōƻǿƭ ƻŦ ǎǘŜǿ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ {ŀǘŀƴ ǇǊƻƳƛǎƛƴƎ him 
the whole world as Jesus experienced. No doubt, Esau was hungry, but he felt the same kind of ΨstarvationΩ 
gluttons feel, and insatiable desire for self-gratification. What Esau lacked was self-control, and it cost him and his 
generations beyond measure. Did Esau eat the stew, or did the stew consume him?  
 
In his lack of self-control, Esau took something that should have been good (a nice bowl of stew) and made it bad, 
as is the case with all sin. God gives us good things and good desires (such as hunger or sexual attraction) and we 
pervert them in our pride, fear, and selfishness. God made food for nourishment, but we abuse it. God made sex 
for good, but we pervert it. Money can be used to resource the needs of many, but we use it for our own selfish 
ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎΦ !ǎ /Φ{Φ [Ŝǿƛǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά.ŀŘƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǇƻƛƭŜŘ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎΦέ Lƴ ƻǳǊ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦ-control, we spoil goodness. 
 
It is easy to arm-ŎƘŀƛǊ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊōŀŎƪ 9ǎŀǳΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƭŀǘŜΦ Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
how many different ways have we traded something great for something that seemed good at the time but really 
dƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅΚ hŦǘŜƴΣ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘȅΚ ¢ƻ ǎƻƳŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜΣ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƭŀŎƪ ǎŜƭŦ-control, 
and the Bible warns that this is not something we should take lightly:  
 
  - Proverbs 25:28 -- A man without self-control is like a city broken into and left without walls. 
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  - Proverbs 16:32 -- Whoever is slow to anger is better than the mighty, and he who rules his spirit than he who 
takes a city.  
 
  - Titus 2:6 -- Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-controlled. 
 
So, how do we get in control of ourselves? Merriam-Webster defines self-ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀǎΣ άrestraint exercised over 
one's own impulses, emotions, or desires.έ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΣ ǿƛƭƭ-power, temperance, dignity, discretion, 
balance, discipline, and stability ς all attributes of which we likely wish we had more. Helping people get more self-
control is now big business. Psychology Today offers ten steps to getting more self-control ς 1) Have a can do 
attitude; 2) set goals; 3) self-monitor; 4) get motivated; 5) have self-confidence (believe to achieve); 6) maintain 
will-ǇƻǿŜǊ όάǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŜƴŜǊƎȅέ) ōȅ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŦŜǿŜǊ ƎƻŀƭǎΤ тύ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘŜƳǇǘǎ ȅƻǳΤ уύ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άǿƘȅέ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ άƘƻǿέ of the goal; 9) change your patterns of behavior; and 10) ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ άƛŦ-ǘƘŜƴέ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ς άLŦ όǘƘƛǎύ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎΤ 
L ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ όǘƘƛǎύΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƛǎ όƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŜǘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΩǎ 
ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘύ ǘƘŜȅ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ς ά¢ƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ƛǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘ ƛǎ ǿŜŀƪΦέ (Matthew 26:41) The problem 
with self-ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛǎ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ άǎŜƭŦέ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΣ ŜȄǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊǇƻǿŜǊ ǎŜƭŦΦ At best, this would be an even 
match, but since even our better self lacks integrity, we are on a losing strategy.  
 
The fact is, self-control issues are spiritual issues. The Bible explains that self-control is not obtained through force 
of will but rather by the Holy Spirit ς  
 
  - Galatians 5:22-23 -- But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 
 
  - 2 Timothy 1:7 -- For God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and love and self-control. 
 
  - Galatians 5:16-17 -- But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. For the desires 
of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each 
other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 
 
  - Titus 2:11-14 -- For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce 
ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for 
our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to 
redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous for good 
works. 
 
Self-control is faith, hope, and love practically applied. (1 Corinthians 13:13) Faith is trusting God with the present; 
hope is trusting God with the future (faith projected forward), and love is the pouring out of the overflow of God in 
our lives back to Him and to others (God is Love ς the branch that provides love to the vine). Contrary to popular 
psychology, the secret to self-control is not seeing ourselves more clearly and mastering ourselves more 
effectively; the secret (which is no secret at all) is to see God more clearly, to make him our master, to be 
controlled by His love. We have self-control when the unseen God is more powerful and real to us at the moment 
than what is seen ς this is faithΥ άNow faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seenΧΦ And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he 
exists and that he rewards those who seek him.έ όHebrews 11:1, 6) Our self-control, or lack thereof, reveals 
something about how we really see our invisible God:  
 
  - 1 Peter 1:8 -- Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him 
and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 
 
  - Romans 8:24 -- For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he 
sees? 
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  - 3 John 1:11 -- Beloved, do not imitate evil but imitate good. Whoever does good is from God; whoever does evil 
has not seen God. 
 
  - 1 John 4:20 -- LŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘΣέ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǘŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛŀǊΤ ŦƻǊ ƘŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƻǾŜ Ƙƛǎ 
brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 
 
  - John 20:29 -- WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ άIŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘΦέ 
 
  - 2 Corinthians 4:18 -- we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things 
that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 
 
  - Philippians 3:19 -- Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set 
on earthly things. 
 
So, how do we see God more clearly that we would follow Him and experience the fullness of His joy and 
satisfaction? The Bible says that the we must first remain in His word and in prayer ς ά²ŀǘŎƘ όŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ 
ƻŦ Iƛǎ ǿƻǊŘύ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ƛǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘ ƛǎ ǿŜŀƪΦέ 
Then we must do what Jesus commanded ς deny self (not rely on self), to up our cross daily, and follow Him. This 
takes effort:    
 
  - 2 Peter 1:5-7 -- For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with 
knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 
and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.  
 
  - 1 Corinthians 9:24-27 -- Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one receives the prize? So 
run that you may obtain it. Every athlete exercises self-control in all things. They do it to receive a perishable 
wreath, but we an imperishable. So I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air. But I discipline my 
body and keep it under control, lest after preaching to others I myself should be disqualified. 
 
  - Titus 1:8 -- But hospitable, a lover of good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined.  
 
  - 1 Peter 5:8 -- Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour. 
 
  - Titus 2:2 -- Older men are to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in love, and in 
steadfastness. 
 
  - 1 Timothy 2:9 -- Likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and 
self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 6:12 -- ά!ƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŀǿŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣέ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭΦ ά!ƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŀǿŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣέ 
but I will not be enslaved by anything. 
 
  - Romans 6:12 -- Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions. 
 
Said another way, self-control is all about perspective ς what you are staring at and how you see things. As we 
know about perspective, what is closest to us seems biggest and most relevant. Make God bigger in your eye than 
anything else by getting closer to Him, and keep your eyes (spiritual eyes) affixed to Him, not yourself or those 
temptations. Draw closer to God first, and then you will be ready to resist the devil:  
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  - James 4:8 -- Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 
 
  - James 4:7 -- Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 12 Jan 19: Today, turn to God for self-control rather than to 
self.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 2, Day 7, Sunday, 13 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+27%2C+28%3B+proverbs+13%3B+psalm+5%2C+6 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Sunday, 13 January 19: 
 
Genesis 27:18 ς άWho are you, my son?έ 
 
Jesus once askedΣ άCƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ǇǊƻŦƛǘ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƛŦ ƘŜ Ǝŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǎŜǎ ƻǊ ŦƻǊŦŜƛǘǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΚέ όLuke 
9:25) Jacob forfeited himself to steal what, ironically, God intended to give him anyway. (Romans 9:11-13) In so 
doing, Jacob brought much needless sorrow to himself and to his family ς άThe blessing of the Lord makes rich, and 
he adds no sorrow with it.έ όProverbs 10:22) άBread gained by deceit is sweet to a man, but afterward his mouth 
will be full of gravel.έ όProverbs 20:17) Now Jacob is on the run with a very hard road ahead of him.  
 
When we think about the impact of sinful choices, we tend to think about the impact on the situation and on 
others ς ά¢ƘŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΚέ These are the very real and obvious external consequences of sin. However, sin 
also has an internal impact, an impact on character, and impact on our hearts -- άΦ Φ ΦƳŀƴ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘ 
ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƭƻƻƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ Character is who we really are inside, not who we say we are or who 
others say we are ς ά²Ƙƻ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳΣ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴΚέ  
 
The decisions we make both reveal our character (Proverbs 20:11) and shape our future character. Each decision 
we make, big or small, changes our environment and changes us too. And the Bible tells us that decisions come 
from the heart (what you really love and care about most). Remember, in Matthew 5 Jesus points out that sins 
such as anger, lust, divorce, lying, and retaliation flow from a sinful heart that loveǎ άǎŜƭŦέ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ tǊƻǾŜǊōǎ ǿŀǊƴǎΣ ά!ōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭ ŜƭǎŜΣ ƎǳŀǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ for it is the wellspring of life.έ όtǊƻǾŜǊōǎ пΥноύ WŀŎƻō 
deceived his father, but Jacob was first deceived by his own selfish heart ς ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜd 
ȅƻǳΧέ όObadiah 1:3).  
 
Many books have been written about character and character development, but the Bible is the ultimate guide to 
character development, and the Bible tells us that character is a heart issue, a love issue, a relationship issue ς 
your ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΣ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ άƪƴƻǿέ IƛƳΣ ƭƻǾŜ IƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ 
Him. The Bible tells us that decisions flow from the heart, and good decisions flow from a heart that loves God 
(who is Love), but only God can give us a heart that can love Him, and love (character) is the product of the Holy 
Spirit: 
 
  - Ezekiel 36:26 -- And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart 
of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 
 
  - Galatians 5:22-24 -- But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified 
the flesh with its passions and desires. 
 
  - Psalm 51:10 ς άCreate in me a pure heart, O GodΦέ 
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God gives Christians their goal for character development ς άthat they know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sentΧΦ to be conformed to the image of his SonΧΦ keep yourselves in the love of GodΧΦ And 
this is love, that we walk according to his commandmentsΦέ (John 17:3; Romans 8:29; Jude 1:21; 2 John 1:6) And 
God gives us the ability to grow in character, to grow in love ς άWe love because he first loved usΧΦ In this the love 
of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through 
himΧΦ So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in 
love abides in God, and God abides in himΧΦ And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us.έ (1 John 4:19; 1 John 4:9; 1 John 4:16; 1 John 
3:23) 
 
When we know God and the perfection of His character, we love Him and we trust Him. When we trust Him, we 
are willing to walk with Him, but we are also willing to wait on Him. Jacob made the same mistake his grandparents 
and parents had made before him: Jacob did not trust the Lord with his future, so he took matters into his own 
hands and compromised his integrity in the process. Abraham did this when twice he lied about his wife and 
turned her over to foreign kings in order to save his own skin (Genesis 12:10-20; Genesis 20) and when he got 
IŀƎŀǊ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ wife Sarai. Then, 
WŀŎƻōΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ LǎŀŀŎ ƭƛŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ wŜōŜƪŀƘ ōŜƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦ-preservation. And today, we read how 
wŜōŜƪŀƘ ŎƻŀŎƘŜŘ WŀŎƻō ǘƻ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŜŀƭ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΦ LŦ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀƭƭ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 
and waited on his timing for His blessings without sorrows. Meditate on the following verses concerning waiting on 
the Lord: 
 
  - Genesis 49:18 -- I wait for your salvation, O Lord. 
 
  - Psalm 25:3 -- Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; they shall be ashamed who are wantonly 
treacherous.  
 
  - Psalm 25:5 -- Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day 
long. 
  
  - Psalm 25:21 -- May integrity and uprightness preserve me, for I wait for you.  
 
  - Psalm 27:14 -- Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!  
 
  - Psalm 31:24 -- Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait for the Lord!  
 
  - Psalm 33:20 -- Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and our shield. 
 
  - Psalm 37:7 -- Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; fret not yourself over the one who prospers in 
his way, over the man who carries out evil devices!  
 
  - Psalm 37:9 -- For the evildoers shall be cut off, but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit the land.  
 
  - Psalm 37:34 -- Wait for the Lord and keep his way, and he will exalt you to inherit the land; you will look on 
when the wicked are cut off.  
 
  - Psalm 38:15 -- But for you, O Lord, do I wait; it is you, O Lord my God, who will answer. 
 
  - Psalm 39:7 -- ά!ƴŘ ƴƻǿΣ h [ƻǊŘ, for what do I wait? My hope is in you. 
 
  - Psalm 40:1 -- I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my cry. 
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  - Psalm 52:9 -- I will thank you forever, because you have done it. I will wait for your name, for it is good, in the 
presence of the godly. 
 
  - Psalm 62:1 -- For God alone my soul waits in silence; from him comes my salvation. 
 
  - Psalm 62:5 -- For God alone, O my soul, wait in silence, for my hope is from him. 
 
  - Psalm 119:95 -- The wicked lie in wait to destroy me, but I consider your testimonies. 
 
  - Psalm 130:5 -- I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in his word I hope; 
 
  - Psalm 130:6 -- my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the 
morning. 
 
  - Proverbs 8:34 -- Blessed is the one who listens to me, watching daily at my gates, waiting beside my doors. 
 
  - Psalm 25:21 -- May integrity and uprightness preserve me, for I wait for you. 
 
  - Proverbs 28:20 -- A faithful man will abound with blessings, but whoever hastens to be rich will not go 
unpunished. 
 
  - Proverbs 20:22 -- 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅΣ άL ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǇŀȅ ŜǾƛƭέΤ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ȅƻǳΦ 
 
  - Isaiah 8:17 -- I will wait for the Lord, who is hiding his face from the house of Jacob, and I will hope in him. 
 
  - Isaiah 25:9 -- Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀƛŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΣ ά.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ DƻŘΤ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŀǾŜ ǳǎΦ 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΤ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΤ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ōŜ ƎƭŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 
 
  - Isaiah 26:8 -- In the path of your judgments, O Lord, we wait for you; your name and remembrance are the 
desire of our soul. 
 
  - Isaiah 33:2 -- O Lord, be gracious to us; we wait for you. Be our arm every morning, our salvation in the time of 
trouble. 
 
  - Isaiah 40:31 -- but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 
 
  - Isaiah 49:23 -- Kings shall be your foster fathers, and their queens your nursing mothers. With their faces to the 
ground they shall bow down to you, and lick the dust of your feet. Then you will know that I am the Lord; those 
ǿƘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀƳŜΦέ  
 
  - Isaiah 51:5 -- My righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone out, and my arms will judge the peoples; the 
coastlands hope for me, and for my arm they wait. 
 
  - Isaiah 64:4 -- From of old no one has heard or perceived by the ear, no eye has seen a God besides you, who acts 
for those who wait for him. 
 
  - Lamentations 3:25 -- The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him. 
 
  - Lamentations 3:26 -- It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. 
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  - Hosea 12:6 -- ά{ƻ ȅƻǳΣ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘΣ ǊŜǘǳǊƴΣ ƘƻƭŘ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ Ƨustice, and wait continually for your 
DƻŘΦέ 
 
  - Micah 7:7 -- But as for me, I will look to the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation; my God will hear me.  
 
  - Habakkuk 2:3 -- For still the vision awaits its appointed time; it hastens to the endτit will not lie. If it seems 
slow, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay. 
 
  - Romans 8:25 -- But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
 
  - Galatians 5:5 -- For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. 
 
  - James 5:7 -- Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the 
precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 
 
  - 2 Peter 3:13 -- But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which 
righteousness dwells. 
 
  - 2 Peter 3:14 -- Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot 
or blemish, and at peace. 
 
  - Jude 1:21 -- keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to 
eternal life. 
 
!ǎ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǎŜŜ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜΣ Ƙeartache, and 
pain by failing to wait upon the Lord. Consider how this impatience reflects an unloving heart. How about you; will 
you wait upon the Lord?  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 13 Jan 19: Wait upon the Lord and guard your integrity.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 3, Day 1, Monday, 14 January 2019  
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+29%2C+30%3B+proverbs+14%3B+matthew+11 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Monday, 14 January 19: 
 
Matthew 11:1 -- άWhen Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and 
preach in their cities.έ 
 
In our future readings, Jesus will give us the Great Commission ς άAnd Jesus came and said to them, ΨAll authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.Ωέ (Matthew 28:18-20) Jesus commissioned His church not 
to make believers only, but rather ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ άŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎέ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀd ōŜŜƴ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ άŀƭƭέ ƻŦ Iƛǎ commands. 
Teaching to this level is no small task ς it takes much time, energy, and effort. Jesus demonstrated how to make 
disciples who, in turn, make disciples.  
 
! ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ƳŀƴǘǊŀ ŦƻǊ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ άŜŘǳŎŀǘŜΤ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜΤ ǊŜǇƭƛŎŀǘŜΤ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜΤ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŜŘƛŀǘŜΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎΣ ǘŜŀŎƘ 
them; show them; have them do it; evaluate them while they do it, and coach them to higher levels of 
performance. Jesus appears to use a similar approach with his twelve disciples.  
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We observe in Matthew that Jesus begins his ministry by teaching and healing. Then, He begins explaining the cost 
of following Him (Matthew 8:18-21). In chapter 9, Jesus picks His disciples. Then, after much teaching, Jesus sends 
out His twelve apostles in twos to teach and heal. Chapter 9 of Mark records that, though empowered by Jesus to 
heal, the disciples fail in at least one case ς άAnd someone from the crowd answered [Jesus], ΨTeacher, I brought 
my son to you, for he has a spirit that makes him muteΧΦ So I asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not 
ŀōƭŜΦέ όaŀǊƪ фΥмтΣ муύ WŜǎǳǎ ƘŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǉǳƛŜǘƭȅ ǊŜƳŜŘƛŀǘŜǎ His disciples, helping them 
understand what they needed to do differently ς άAnd when he had entered the house, his disciples asked him 
privately, ΨWhy could we not cast it out?Ω And he said to them, ΨThis kind cannot be driven out by anything but 
prayer.Ωέ (Mark 9:28, 29) Next, Jesus continues to teach his disciples before going out with them again into the 
field. Jesus appears to repeat this general process over and over again much like a coach.  
 
A few additional observations:  
 
  1) Jesus picked only 12 apostles. It is very difficult to truly disciple more than a small group.  
 
  2) Discipleship is much more than just classes and small-group discussions. In fact, most discipling ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ Ψƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
ƧƻōΩ ŀƴŘ Ψƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΦΩ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǘ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ ōȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ, neither do disciples get 
better at spreading the Gospel sitting in small group with other Christians ς both athletes and disciples need to 
practice under the watchful eye of a good, experienced coach.  
 
  оύ WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜƴŘ Iƛǎ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ƻǳǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅΦ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ 
discouraged. Having said tƘŀǘΣ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ōŀŎƪ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƪƴƻǿ άǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ 
ȊƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ȊƻƴŜΦέ WŜǎǳǎ ƪƴŜǿ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘΦ  
 
  4) Discipleship includes both successes and failureǎΦ ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ŀǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŜǿ 
ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜǎΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŀƎŜ ƎƻŜǎΣ άwŜǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƪƛƭƭΦέ  
 
  5) Jesus sent His disciples out in twos. Accountability partnerships and peer-to-peer counselling are key. We 
interact with peers differently than we do with the teacher. We are usually more transparent with a peer and more 
comfortable failing in front of a peer. We are also usually more comfortable receiving assistance from a peer. And 
even is a small group we generally have greater accessibility with a peer. Two-man fighting positions are always 
more effective than a one-man fighting position.  
 
    - Proverbs 27:17 -- Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another. 
 
  6) Jesus walked daily with a small group of disciples for years. Discipling others is a big, long-term investment that 
involves close, meaningful, fully-committed relationships. Jesus knew His disciples better than they knew 
themselves. He continued to coach them, and He abandoned none of them, not even Judas.  
 
  7ύ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΥ WŜǎǳǎΩ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ-time investment 
in twelve. Yes, He preached to large crowds and reached out to many personally, but His primary commitment was 
in preparing His twelve to replicate His example and multiply. To highlight the power of multiplication, someone 
ƻƴŎŜ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ά²ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ receive one million dollars in one month or a penny doubled every day for 30 
daysΚέ ¢ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ǘǊƛŎƪ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ so obvious ς doubling a penny every day for 30 days results 
in a total of $5,368,709.12! To take the metaphor one-step further, if these pennies were people, one person 
would spend thirty days with two other people, rather than one person engaging a huge crowd of people only 
once in a monthΦ ²ƘƛŎƘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǊŜŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΚ ¦ƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ 
we tend to give notoriety to the person who can attract a large audience but little credit to the person willing to 
faithfully disciple a small group for years. However, the disciple-maker produces lasting, powerful change in lives. 
Case in point ς I bet you remember the name of your first or second-grade teacher. Why? That person taught you 
(and a small group of others) every day for nearly a year ς teaching, encouraging, testing, and remediating you. We 
remember fondly those people who truly invested in us.   
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Who is discipling you, and who are you discipling? Who are you intentionally walking with as an accountability 
partner? Who has invested in your spiritual development in a positive way, and in whom are you investing? How 
committed are you to these relationships, and are they multiplying?    
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 14 Jan 19: Today, assess how well you are fulfilling the Great 
Commission of making disciples. If you are not being discipled and discipling others, take the appropriate next-
steps today.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 3, Day 2, Tuesday, 15 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+31%2C+32%3B+proverbs+15%3B+matthew+12 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Tuesday, 15 January 19: 
 
Matthew 12:46-50 ς άWhile he was still speaking to the people, behold, his mother and his brothers stood outside, 
asking to speak to him. But he replied to the man who told him, ΨWho is my mother, and who are my brothers?Ω  
And stretching out his hand toward his disciples, he said, ΨHere are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does 
the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.Ωέ 
This statement from Jesus is a bit shocking. But no more shocking than some of His other similar statements 
regarding family ς  
 
  - Matthew 10:37 ς άWhoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son 
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.έ 
 
  - Matthew 8:21, 22 -- !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ōǳǊȅ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦέ And Jesus 
ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ άCƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ǘƻ ōǳǊȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ŘŜŀŘΦέ 
 
  - Mark 10:29-30 -- WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ǊǳƭȅΣ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŦǘ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ ƻǊ 
mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not receive a hundredfold now in 
this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age 
to come eternal life. 
 
Is Jesus showing disdain for His own family or family in general? Is he being uncaring or unloving? How could Jesus 
say such things?  
 
First, Jesus was not communicating a lack of love for His own family. Throughout His life, Jesus honored His family, 
and on the cross, one of Jesus dying concerns was for the care of His mother ς άWhen Jesus saw his mother and 
the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, ΨWoman, behold, your son!Ω Then he said to 
the disciple, ΨBehold, your mother!Ω And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home.έ όWƻƘƴ мфΥнс-27)  
 
Neither was Jesus de-valuing the importance of family in general. The Book of Mark records that Jesus sharply 
rebuked the Pharisees for violating the Fifth Commandment ς ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘ 
of God in order to establish your trŀŘƛǘƛƻƴΗ CƻǊ aƻǎŜǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨIƻƴƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩΤ ŀƴŘΣ Ψ²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ 
ǊŜǾƛƭŜǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ŘƛŜΦΩ .ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅΣ ΨLŦ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ǘŜƭƭǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ²ƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜ ƛǎ /ƻǊōŀƴΩ όǘƘŀǘ ƛǎΣ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ DƻŘύτ then you no longer permit him to do anything for his 
father or mother, thus making void the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And many such 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΦέ όaŀǊƪ тΥф-13) And Jesus inspired the writings of the New Testament authors who made very clear 
the importance of honoring family --  
 
  - Ephesians 6:1 ς Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 
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  - 1 Timothy 1:8 -- But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his household, he 
has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 
 
Jesus was not downplaying the importance of family and our responsibilities to family but rather was highlighting 
the greater significance of our spiritual family as brothers and sisters in Christ. Throughout this chapter (Matthew 
12) and before, Jesus had been attacked by the Jewish religious leaders who trusted in their blood lineage and 
adherence to the Law for their righteousness and salvation. And when these proud Jewish religious leaders 
conspired againǎǘ IƛƳΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ƻŦ LǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ IƛƳ ς άI will put my Spirit upon him, 
and he will proclaim justice to the GentilesΧΦ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻǇŜΦέ (Matthew 12:18-21) Jesus 
ǿŀǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ǿƛǘŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ŀ spiritual family rather than a blood family, and righteousness and 
salvation is not transferred from person to person or earned through merit or works but come only through faith 
ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ ¢ƻ ōŜ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ōƻǊƴ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ born from above, or born of spirit 
through faith in Jesus Christ -- ά¢ǊǳƭȅΣ ǘǊǳƭȅΣ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ 
DƻŘΦέ (John 3:3) 
 
When we were saved through Christ and born again, we were born into a spiritual family and become heirs to His 
Kingdom:  
 
  - John 1:12 -- But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of 
God, 
 
  - Galatians 3:29 -- !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΩǎ ƻŦŦǎǇǊƛƴƎΣ ƘŜƛǊǎ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ promise. 
 
  - 1 John 3:1 -- See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so 
we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
 
  - Romans 8:29 -- For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
 
  - Acts 17:29 -- .ŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƻŦŦǎǇǊƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ƻǳƎƘǘ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƎƻƭŘ ƻǊ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ ƻǊ 
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 
 
  - Ephesians 1:5 -- He predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the 
purpose of his will, 
 
  - Galatians 4:5 -- to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
 
  - 1 John 3:2 -- .ŜƭƻǾŜŘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƴƻǿΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘΤ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ 
when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 
 
  - Hebrews 2:11 -- For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not 
ashamed to call them brothers, 
 
  - Romans 8:15-17 -- For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the 
Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, ΨAbba! Father!Ω The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we 
are children of God, and if children, then heirsτheirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with 
him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
So how close are you to your spiritual family (your brothers and sisters in Christ)? Do you honor your spiritual 
family? Do you pray for your spiritual family? Do you prioritize time with your spiritual family? Do you take care of 
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your spiritual family, and do they take care of you? Your relationships with your spiritual family reveal something 
about your relationship with God. What do they reveal?  
  
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 15 Jan 19: Pray that God will give you closer relationships with 
your brothers and sisters in Christ. Prioritize your brothers and sisters today.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 3, Day 3, Wednesday, 16 January 2019 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Wednesday, 16 January 19: 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+33%2C+34%3B+proverbs+16%3B+matthew+13 
 
Matthew 13:10-13 ς άThen the disciples came and said to him, ΨWhy do you speak to them in parables?Ω And he 
answered them, ΨTo you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not 
been given. For to the one who has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance, but from the one who has 
not, even what he has will be taken away. This is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, 
and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.Ωέ 
 
Today, Jesus delivers one of His most well-known parables, The Parable of the Sower. Matthew 13 opens with, 
άThat same day Jesus went out of the houseΧΦέ ¢ƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Řŀȅ ŀǎ ǿƘŀǘΚ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Řŀȅ ŀǎ the events 
recorded in Matthew 12. This was the Sabbath day when Jesus and the disciples were chastised by the Pharisees 
for plucking heads of grain to eat. Then, Jesus was further criticized for breaking the Sabbath again by healing a 
man in the synagogue, and the Pharisees further accused Jesus of doing His work through the power of Satan. IN 
response, Jesus calls His skeptics άan evil and adulterous generationΦέ  
 
After the confrontation described in Matthew 12, Jesus walks outside and a crowd gathers around Him, standing 
(not sitting) to hear His words. (Matthew 13:1, 2) Then He delivers The Parable of the Sower. After Jesus addressed 
ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘΣ άthe disciplesέ (His followers) separately asked Him about the parable. Since Jesus explains the meaning 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜΣ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ όǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭƭ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎŜŜŘκǎƻƛƭ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ 
ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎύΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΣ ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻu speak to them in 
ǇŀǊŀōƭŜǎΚέ 
 
WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άThis is why I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see, and hearing they do not hear, 
nor do they understand.έ ¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ΨƘŜŀǊŘΩ WŜǎǳǎ ǎǇŜŀƪΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
listen, understand, and accept what He was saying. Many people saw Jesus, the Son of God, face to face and saw 
Him perform many miracles, but they ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ IƛƳ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ IƛƳ ŀǎ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ {ŀǾƛƻǊ, leaving their 
old lifestyles behind. CŜǿ ΨƘŜƭŘ Ŧŀǎǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƘƻƴŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘ ƘŜŀǊǘΦΩ ό[ǳƪŜ уΥмрύ CŜǿ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƘǳƴƎŜǊŜŘ 
and thirsted for righteousness. (Matthew 5:6) 
 
²ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ άǿŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜōǳƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎΣ L ǿƻƴŘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ IƛƳ 
because they wanted to hear more and commit to what they had learned? How many people were willing to stand 
there on the beach and really listen?  
 
When Jesus spoke in parables, no one, not even the disciples, understood what the parables meant. But, as 
opposed to the crowd, the disciples stuck around and asked Jesus to explain the parables, and He did. Why did the 
disciples ask? Because they really wanted to understand, because they were honest enough, humble enough, and 
willing to ask, and because they trusted Jesus to answer. !ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
understand because they really ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ ƻǊ Iƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǎƪΦ 
 
!ǎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƎŜǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ be willing to follow ς άWhen many of his 
disciples heard it, they said, ΨThis is a hard saying; who can listen to it?Ω Χ After this many of his disciples turned 
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back and no longer walked with him. So Jesus said to the twelve, ΨDo you want to go away as well?Ω Simon Peter 
answered him, ΨLord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we have believed, and have 
come to know, that you are the Holy One of God.Ωέ (John 60, 66-69) 
 
{ƻΣ Ƙƻǿ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ Yƴƻǿ IƛƳ and His truth? How committed are you obeying 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΚ As you read your Bible this year, what will you do when you read things that are hard to understand 
ƻǊ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘΚ hōǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ǉǳƭƭ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ IƛƳ ǘƻ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ōǳǘ Jesus said, "But I 
tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; 
but if I go, I will send Him to you. I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 
even the Spirit of truthΧΦ And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 
judgment; concerning sin.έ όWƻƘƴ мпΥмсΣ мтΤ WƻƘƴ мсΥт-15) !ǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ Řƻ ǎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƻ 
God to reveal His truth to you more and more. And patiently wait upon the Lord to increase your understanding, 
diligently obey what you do understand ς άAs for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold 
it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.έ ό[ǳƪŜ уΥмрύ 
  
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 16 Jan 19:  άOpen my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things 
out of your law.έ tǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿƛll increase your passion for His word and further open your eyes to His truth.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 3, Day 4, Thursday, 17 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+35%2C+36%3B+proverbs+17%3B+matthew+14 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Thursday, 17 January 19: 
 
Here is a short video overview of Matthew 14-28: https://youtu.be/GGCF3OPWN14 
 
Matthew 14:28-31 ς άAnd Peter answered him, ΨLord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.Ω He 
said, ΨCome.Ω So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. But when he saw the wind, 
he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, ΨLord, save me.Ω Jesus immediately reached out his hand and 
took hold of him, saying to him, ΨO you of little faith, why did you doubt?Ωέ 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎΣ ōǳǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ς tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘΥ 
 
²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ŀƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƭŀŎƪ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ tŜǘŜǊΦ tŜǘŜǊ 
starts off strong by boldly pǊƻŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ƛŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ƘƛƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ 
impossible for Peter to do by his own strength and abilities. Faith is not just trusting in what we can do, faith is 
ǘǊǳǎǘƛƴƎ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŘƻΦ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊly call us out to do what is impossible for us alone because He is 
not trying to show the world our talents, skills and abilities but rather He intend to show the world Himself by His 
abilities clearly revealed in our lives. It is foolish for us to attempt to do the impossible when God never told us to 
Řƻ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ōƻƭŘƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǿƘŜƴ IŜ ŘƻŜǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǳǎ ƻǳǘΦ  
 
Peter was doing great until He began to focus on the apparent danger around him rather than Jesus. When He 
took His eyes off of Jesus, He started to sink. When we take our eyes off of Jesus we will sink too.  
 
But Peter knew what to do when He started to lose faith, He cried out to Jesus. Is that what you do? Note that 
Jesus did not let Peter sink. Jesus immediately reached out His hand, took hold of Peter, kept Peter afloat, and 
guided Peter to the boat. After that rescue, do you think Peter trusted Jesus more or less? I believe Peter left this 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ power, love, and protectiveness.  
 
WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ tŜǘŜǊΣ άh ȅƻǳ ƻŦ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǿƘȅ ŘƛŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻǳōǘΚέ This was not a rebuke, this was positive coaching. As 
ƛŦΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ tŜǘŜǊΧΦ YŜŜǇ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ƳŜΦΩ WŜǎǳǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǳǎΣ tŜǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ 
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perfected in faith and had much growing to do. He was working with Peter much like a loving father teaching his 
child how to ride a bike ς ά¢Ǌǳǎǘ ƳŜΣ ƭƻƻƪ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŀƘŜŀŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŘŀƭΤ LΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ȅƻǳΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŦŀƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŀƭƭΣ 
Řǳǎǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƻŦŦΣ ƎŜǘ ǳǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƻ ƘǳǊǘΦέ  
 
The thing about Peter is he was willing to get out of the boat in the first place. No one else was. And notice that 
tŜǘŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ǿŜƛƎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎκŎƻƴǎΣ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘƘΣ ŜǘŎΦ IŀŘ ƘŜ ƴƻǘ 
ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘΣ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘh Jesus at all, the great success, the 
ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊŀŎǳƭƻǳǎ ǊŜǎŎǳŜΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŀǎ Iƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΤ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
merely watched in wonder. What about you? Are you willing to get out of the boat? Or, are you satisfied with 
watching God do amazing things in the lives of others or merely hearing amazing testimonies from others who 
were willing to succeed and fail forward with Jesus? 
 
CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ƭƻǎŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ faith rollercoaster. Before long, we will see Peter 
boldly wield a sword while severely outnumbered in order to fight for Jesus (though Jesus never asked him to), and 
then turn around and deny Jesus three times before a small group, just as Jesus said he would. Did Jesus abandon 
Peter or give up on Peter at the point of tŜǘŜǊΩǎ biggest faith failure? Absolutely not! Jesus went to Peter, called 
him out, and lovingly guided him to incredible faith, using him mightily to spread the Gospel and glorify God.  
 
Again, are you willing to get out of the boat? Do you have the faith to do what God tells you to do even though you 
know it is impossible for you to do in your abilities? Will you trust Jesus through the storms of life? What will you 
do when you fail (and you will) in your faith? Will you cry out to Jesus and trust Him to lovingly guide you through 
your failure?  
 
  - 2 Corinthians 1:5 -- For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in 
comfort too. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 17 Jan 19: Pray that God will increase the boldness of your 
faith, and trust God with your failures of faith. Get out of the boat, keep your eyes fixed on Jesus through the 
storms and cry out to Him whenever you feel like you are starting to sink ς He will grab hold of you and guide you 
through the experience; and then, what a testimony you will have! 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 3, Day 5, Friday, 18 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+37%2C+38%3B+proverbs+18%3B+matthew+15 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Friday, 18 January 19: 
 
Genesis 38:26 -- ά{ƘŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ǘƘŀƴ LΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ǎƻƴ {ƘŜƭŀƘΦέ  
 
Genesis 38 is a shocking story. You may need to read it twice, slowly. Likely, you have never heard a sermon 
preached about Judah and Tamar.  
 
Judah commits unthinkable sin after unthinkable sin (it is hard to keep track of them all) and at the end of it all, he 
is ready to burn to death his daughter-in-law for getting pregnant from prostitution (idol worship prostitution) 
without condemning himself for being the one who got her pregnant in the first place.   
 
Then, after being caught in his hypocrisy, Judah says, ά{ƘŜ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ǘƘŀƴ LΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ L ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƘŜǊ ǘƻ Ƴȅ 
son Shelah,έ -- wow ς as if either of them is righteous at all, and as if his big sin was not giving her his son Shelah!  
 
What are we to make of this shocking story? What is most incredible about the story of Judah and Tamar is found 
in Matthew 1 ς ά¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ ǘƘe genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham was 
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the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, and Judah the 
father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the father of HezǊƻƴΧΦέ (Matthew 1:1-3) Both Judah and Tamar are 
in the genealogy of Jesus!  
 
Like so many Old Testament stories, I think this story and then how God still used these sinners for His purposes 
reveals our total depravity and total dependence on the mercy and grace of God for our salvation. There is no one 
so righteous they can stand before the judgment seat of God, and there are no sinner too wicked for God to 
redeem, if they accept the gift of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ.  
 
  - Psalm 8:4 -- What is man that you are mindful of him, and the son of man that you care for him? 
 
  - Romans 3:10 -- None is righteous, no, not oneΧΦ 
 
  - Romans 3:23 -- ΧŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƴƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ Ŧŀƭƭ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΧΦ 
 
  - Romans 5:8 -- Χbut God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
  - John 3:16 -- For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. 
 
  - Romans 6:23 -- For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
  - Ephesians 2:8, 9 --  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift 
of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
 
  - 2 Corinthians 10:17 -- Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord. 
 
 - Romans 8:38-39 -- For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
  - 1 John 1:9 -- If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 18 Jan 19: !ǎ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŘƛǘŀǘŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǊŜƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
mercy and grace, let the mercy and grace you show to others be your act of gratitude, worship and praise.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 3, Day 6, Saturday, 19 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+39%2C+40%3B+proverbs+19%3B+psalm+7 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Saturday, 19 January 19: 
 
Psalm 7:11-13 ς άGod is a righteous judge, and a God who feels indignation every day. If a man does not repent, 
God will whet his sword; he has bent and readied his bow; he has prepared for him his deadly weapons, 
making his arrows fiery shafts.έ 
 
The Bible is a double-edged sword of Good News and Bad News. (Hebrews 4:12; Revelation 1:16) To really 
appreciate the Good News of the Gospel, we must understand the Bad News. The Gospel declares salvation, 
entrance into the kingdom of heaven and eternal life for all who repent and trust in Christ alone for salvation (John 
3:16, 35ς36; Acts 2:38ς39) ς this is the Good News. But the flip side is the Bad News ς the wrathful judgment of 
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God and eternal damnation for all those who do not repent from their sin and trust in Jesus. Today, most people, 
even many ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
believe in Jesus, accepting the popular notion that there are many paths to heaven. Believing in salvation through 
Jesus Christ alone is considered narrow-minded and bigoted. However, Jesus was very clear -- άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜΦ bƻ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜΦέ όJohn 14:6) Only Jesus can save us from 
the wrath to come. (1 Thessalonians 1:10) The following link provides 100 Bible verses concerning the exclusivity of 
Christ for salvation -- https://www.openbible.info/topics/jesus_being_the_only_way 
 
Acts 4:12 -- And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 19 Jan 19: Share the Gospel with as many as you can each day 
with a sense of urgency -- άHow then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how 
are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, ΨHow beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good 
news!Ωέ (Romans 10:14-15) 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 3, Day 7, Sunday, 20 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+41%2C+42%3B+proverbs+20%3B+psalm+8%2C+9 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Sunday, 20 January 19: 
 
Proverbs 20:24 ς ά! ƳŀƴΩǎ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΤ how then can man understand his way?έ  
 
Joseph saw his brothers and quickly remembered his dreams about them -- άNow Joseph was governor over the 
landΧΦ !ƴŘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ōƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ Joseph saw 
his brothers and recognized themΧΦ And Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. And 
Joseph remembered the dreams that he had dreamed of them.έ (Genesis 42:6-8)  
 
You recall when Joseph was seventeen years old, he was chastised and mistreated by his family because of his 
dreams of them all bowing to the ground before him. (Genesis 37:1-11). In fact, Joseph sharing this dream with his 
jealous brothers was likely the impetus for his enslavement ς άHere comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him 
and throw him into one of the pitsΦέ όDŜƴŜǎƛǎ отΥмф-20) No wonder Joseph sees them and instantly recounts his 
dreams. 
 
Joseph was seventeen years old when he had his dreams and sometime after that, likely soon after, he was sold 
into slavery by his own brothers (who had almost killed him). Next, the Bible rŜŎƻǳƴǘǎΣ άThe Lord was with Joseph, 
and he became a successful manΧΦέ όDŜƴŜǎƛǎ офΥнύ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ WƻǎŜǇƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǇǊƛǎƻƴ 
(likely with a life sentence, and this was no white-collar prison) ς άBut the Lord was with Joseph and showed him 
steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. And the keeper of the prison put Joseph 
in charge of all the prisoners who were in the prisonέ όDŜƴŜǎƛǎ офΥнм-22) ς not the resume bullet most people are 
hoping for. Today, we read how Joseph was miraculously released from prison and immediately commissioned as 
governor of Egypt ς not a career path anyone would envision.  
 
So, since Joseph was around 17 years old when he was sold into Egypt, and was 30 when he became governor 
(Genesis 41:46), and since the chief cupbearer όǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ άcontinued for some time ƛƴ ŎǳǎǘƻŘȅέύ had forgotten 
about Joseph for two years (Genesis 41:1, 9), we know that Joseph spent more than two years but less than 13 in a 
ǇǊƛǎƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŎŀƭƭǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ tƛǘΦέ {ince Joseph managed Egypt during its seven years of prosperity, and since his 
brothers came to visit him during the second year of the famine, we know that Joseph was over 39 when his 
brothers came to see him. No surprise ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ƘƛƳ when they saw him. ά!ƴŘ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŎŀƳŜ 
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and bowed themselves before him with their faces to the ground.έ όDŜƴŜǎƛǎ пнΥсύ bƻǿΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
after so many trials, the dreams that God gave Joseph are being realized.  
 
God had a great plan for Joseph but a very hard path, a path neither Joseph or anyone else could have ever 
imagined. As with so many others we will read about this year (Moses and Job particularly comes to mind), 
WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ƘƛƎƘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ƭƻǿǎ ς rags to ǊƛŎƘŜǎΣ ǊƛŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŀƎǎΣ ǊŀƎǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǿŀǊŘΧΦ  
Some key points to take away from what we have read so far about the life of Joseph ς  
 
мύ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ŘȅǎŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳΦ WƻǎŜǇƘ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǎǘǊƛŦŜΣ ƘŀǘŜΣ 
deceptiƻƴΣ ōƛǘǘŜǊƴŜǎǎΣ ƧŜŀƭƻǳǎȅΣ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘƛǎƳΣ ǊŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀōǳǎŜΦ .ǳǘ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊΣ 
unstoppable plan for reconciliation and redemption. [ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
future.  
 
нύ bƻ ƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ WƻǎŜǇƘΦ tƻǘƛǇƘŀǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŦŀƭǎŜƭȅ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ 
ǇǊƛǎƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǇōŜŀǊŜǊ ŦƻǊƎƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΣ ōǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǳƴŎƘŀƴƎŜŀōƭŜΦ bƻ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŘƛŘΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Řƻ ƻǊ Ƴƛght do. Simply trust in the Lord and remain 
faithful to Him.  
 
3ύ DƻŘ ƎŀǾŜ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŀ ŘǊŜŀƳ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ WƻǎŜǇƘ ŘǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ŘǊŜŀƳΦ Lǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭǎΣ ƴƻǘ ƻǳǊǎΦ 
CŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ΨƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎƭŀƛƳ ƛǘΦΩ CŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ Řƻƛng and trusting Him through His plan 
and with the victory. bŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΗ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ WƻǎŜǇƘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀōƻǳǘ WƻǎŜǇƘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ Iƛǎ 
glory and His ultimate plan for redemption through Jesus. WƻǎŜǇƘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴŜǿ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǇƭŀƴΣ ōǳt he was a 
part of it through the grace of God. Joseph was blessed to be a part of what God was/is doing through unworthy 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǇǳǊǎǳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ǇƭŀƴΦ wŜƧƻƛŎŜΣ ǘǊǳǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ Řŀȅ-
by-day.  
 
4) DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ WƻǎŜǇƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ 
ƛǎ ƴƻ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ȊƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ȊƻƴŜΦ tŀƛƴ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƛǎŜƭ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǇŜ ȅƻǳ 
more and more into the image of His Son, Jesus, to create in you Christ-like character.  
 
5) Joseph demonstrated that faith can be costly. WƻǎŜǇƘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŜŘ tƻǘƛǇƘŀǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƘŜ 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ƛƴ ǘƻ tƻǘƛǇƘŀǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŀ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƭŀǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀƭŀŎŜΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ 
surrender to sin in order to remain a comfortable slave.  
 
6) WƻǎŜǇƘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǾƛŎǘƛƳ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅΦ WƻǎŜǇƘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƘƛƴŜǊΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŜȄŎǳǎŜǎΣ ƻǊ ōƭŀƳƛƴƎ 
circumstances for his attitude and failures. When Joseph was thrown in prison, he ran the prison. Be joyful, 
ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ȅƻǳΦ 5ƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ōƛƎ ƻǊ ǎƳŀƭƭΣ ƘŀǊŘ ƻǊ Ŝŀǎȅ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ  
 
7) Joseph remained joyful and hopeful though he still had sorrows. The way Joseph named his children reveals that 
he still had sorrow over what had happen to him. Yet, he remained positive and continued to trust in God. No 
doubt you carry sorrows, but remain joyful, and when you feel down, rejoice ς re-joice, or joy again. Focus on your 
Ƴŀƴȅ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƛŘŜƭƛǘȅ ς άL ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΤ L 
will recount all of your wonderful deeds. I will be glad and exult in you; I will sing praise to your name, O Most 
IƛƎƘΦέ όtǎŀƭƳ фΥ1, 2) 
 
8) Joseph was successful because God was with him, not because of his own talents, skills, and abilities ς άThe Lord 
was with Joseph, and he became a successful manΧΦ The Lord was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love and 
gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prisonΧΦ ΨCan we find a man like this, in whom is the Spirit of God? 
Since God has shown you all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you are. You shall be over my house, and 
all my people shall order themselves as you commandΦΩέ όDŜƴŜǎƛǎ офΥнΣ нм; Genesis 41:38-40) Your greatest asset is 
ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛŘŜƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ !ōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭ ŜƭǎŜΣ ƎǳŀǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΧΦ  
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9) Joseph never ceased to give all glory to God, none to Himself ς άJoseph answered Pharaoh, ΨIt is not in me; God 
will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.Ωέ Our purpose is to enjoy God, serve God, and glorify God before mankind as 
we serve as His messengers of reconciliation. Never attempt to take credit and share glory with God. Our message 
is one of unmerited grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone. There is no room for us to boast in anything. If we are 
pointing at ourselves, we are not pointing to Jesus. If we are telling people about ourselves, we are not telling 
them about Jesus. If we are representing ourselves or our interesǘǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎΦ  
 
Proverbs 20:24 ς ά! ƳŀƴΩǎ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΤ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜƴ Ŏŀƴ Ƴŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅΚέ 
 
You really have no idea what God has in store for you, but you know that His plan for you is perfect, motivated by 
His perfect love, and greater than you could possibly imagine. Trust, obey, and have peace.  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 20 Jan 19: άh [ƻǊŘΣ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΣ Ƙƻǿ ƳŀƧŜǎǘƛŎ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ 
the earth! You have set your glory above the heavŜƴǎΦέ όtǎŀƭƳ уΥмύ ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǎŜŜƳ ōƛƎΣ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
greatness of God, and pray that God will give you the right perspective that results in joy, gratitude, confidence, 
peace, and love and faithfulness. It is all about perspective.  
 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 4, Day 1, Monday, 21 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+43%2C+44%3B+proverbs+21%3B+Matthew+16 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Monday, 21 January 19: 
 
Matthew 16:9 ς άDo you not yet perceive?έ 
 
It is all about perception ς spiritual perception. First Jesus points out that the Pharisees and the Sadducees ŎŀƴΩǘ 
perceive the reality of the Christ right before their eyes. (Matthew 16:1-4) Then, Jesus questions His disciples 
about their limited perception of Him ς άDo you not yet perceive?έ ¢ƘŜƴΣ WŜǎǳǎ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ -- ά.ǳǘ ǿƘƻ Řƻ 
ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳΚέ Peter answers correctly -- ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΦέ (Matthew 16:16) 
NextΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ άBlessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this 
to you, but my Father who is in heaven.έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ мсΥмтύ CƭŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻƻŘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǘǊǳǘƘ ς it must 
be given by God ς  
 
  - John 3:3 -- WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ ά¢ǊǳƭȅΣ ǘǊǳƭȅΣ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǳƴƭŜss one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of 
DƻŘΦέ 
 
  - John 6:44, 65 ς άbƻ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǎŜƴǘ ƳŜ ŘǊŀǿǎ ƘƛƳΧΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ L ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƴƻ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ōȅ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΦέ 
 
  - James 1:5 -- If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will 
be given him.  
 
  - 1 Corinthians 2:14 -- The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, 
and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 
 
  - John 16:13 -- When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own 
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 
 
  - Psalm 119:66 -- Teach me good judgment and knowledge, for I believe in your commandments. 
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The Father draws us to the Son (John 6:44, 65), and through salvation in Christ, we are gifted with the Holy Spirit 
and then have spiritual perception and discernment. And when we see Jesus truly as the Christ (sight we are 
given), we see the Truth, and it changes our perception of everything else, we can then judge all things rightly ς 
άDo not judge by appearances, but judge with right ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΦέ (John 7:24)  
 
However, we can still quench the spirit, grieve the spirit, or get out of step with the spirit if we choose to be guided 
by the flesh rather than the Spirit. (Eph 4:30; 1 Thes 5:19; Gal 5:25)  
 
Immediately after Jesus commended Peter for seeing Him rightly through the gifting of the Father, Jesus gives 
Peter a harsh rebuke -- άDŜǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƳŜΣ {ŀǘŀƴΗ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƘƛƴŘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ CƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΦέ Peter went right back to judging things from his human perspective 
ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ WŜǎǳǎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ tŜǘŜǊ 
had envisioned for Jesus from his human understanding. Peter needed right perception. When we allow ΨŎƻƳƳƻƴ 
senseΣΩ ǎŜƭŦ-ŎŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǘŜƭƭŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƭŘƭȅ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ άŀ ƘƛƴŘǊŀƴŎŜέ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǎ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎΦ LŦ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜ ǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ŏƻ-opt Jesus for our personal agendas ς 
ά[ƻǊŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ōƭŜǎǎ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΣέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΦέ Iƻǿ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ 
perception?  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 21 Jan 19: Pray that God will give you right perception of your 
circumstances and of others, with a pure heart and the mind of Christ.  
 
  - 1 Corinthians 2:16 -- CƻǊ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘ ƘƛƳΚέ .ǳǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘ 
of Christ. 
 
  - Philippians 4:7 -- And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 4, Day 2, Tuesday, 22 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+45%2C+46%3B+proverbs+22%3B+Matthew+17 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Tuesday, 22 January 19: 
 
Matthew 17:26 -- άThen the sons are free.έ  
 
In Capernaum, the tax collectors ask Peter if Jesus planned on paying the temple tax. They were referring to the 
tax mentioned in Exodus 30:11-16 ς ά9ach shall give a ransom for his life to the LordΧΦ Each one who is numbered 
in the census shall give this: half a shekel according to the shekel of the sanctuary half a shekel as an offering to the 
Lord. Everyone who is numōŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǎǳǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘǿŜƴǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǳǇǿŀǊŘΣ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǊƛŎƘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƳƻǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƭŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƭŦ ǎƘŜƪŜƭΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ 
offering to make atonement for your lives. You shall take the atonement money from the people of Israel and shall 
give it for the service of the tent of meeting, that it may bring the people of Israel to remembrance before the 
[ƻǊŘΣ ǎƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀǘƻƴŜƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦέ Historians say that pious men paid this tax annually. 
 
Jesus responds to the quarry with a question to Peter, ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪΣ {ƛƳƻƴΚ CǊƻƳ ǿƘƻƳ Řƻ ƪƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŜŀǊǘƘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻƭƭ ƻǊ ǘŀȄΚ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΚέ !ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άCǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣέ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά¢ƘŜƴ 
the sons are free.έ Jesus declares that He and his disciples are exempt from the temple taxes because they (we) 
are sons of GodΣ ŀƴŘ άI tell you, something greater than the temple is here.έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ мнΥсύ ! ƪƛƴƎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǉŀȅ Ƙƛǎ 
own taxes, and the king covers the expenses of his children who are heirs of the kingdom. Once more, our debt 
and our άransomέ has been paid in full by Christ on the Cross --   
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  - Mark 10:45 -- For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.  
 
  - 1 Timothy 2:6 -- Who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. 
 
  - Revelation 5:9 -- You [Jesus] were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and 
language and people and nation.έ 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 7:23 -- You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men. 
 
We have incredible riches and freedom in Christ. aŀȅ DƻŘ άgive you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he 
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saintsΦέ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ мΥмтΣ муύ 
 
Note that despite the fact that Jesus makes it clear that He and His disciples are exempt from the temple tax, He 
Ǉŀȅǎ ƛǘ ŀƴȅǿŀȅΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ άnot to give offense to themΣέ όǾΦ нтύ to prevent causing a barrier to the Gospel. Jesus 
displays the same principle Paul describes in Romans 14 of surrendering Christian liberties for sake of the less 
mature in faith.  
 
Also, note that although Jesus pays the taxes, He does so miraculously, further demonstrating His authority and 
power over all creation ς again, how foolish is it to expect Jesus to pay the temple tax. This story is similar to one in 
Luke 20 where the scribes and the chief priests ask Jesus whether it is right to pay taxes to Caesar. Jesus replies, 
άwŜƴŘŜǊ ǘƻ /ŀŜǎŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ /ŀŜǎŀǊΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎΦέ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ IŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΚ άPay to 
all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom 
respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.έ όwƻƳŀƴǎ моΥтύ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ Ǉŀȅ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ and honor to God 
ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ ŀƭƭ ƛǎ ƻǿŜŘΗ DƛǾŜ ǘƻ DƻŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ς ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΗ άWhat shall I render to the LORD For all His 
benefits toward me?έ όtǎŀƭƳ ммсΥмнύ Jesus obeyed the law but spoke the truth while He was doing it. Do you?  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 22 Jan 19: Today, show proper respect and graciousness to 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ [ƻǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƭƭΦ  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 4, Day 3, Wednesday, 23 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+47%2C+48%3B+proverbs+23%3B+Matthew+18 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Wednesday, 23 January 19: 
 
Genesis 47:23 ς άThen Joseph said to the people, ΨBehold, I have this day bought you and your land for Pharaoh.Ωέ 
 
¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΧΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ DŜƴŜǎƛǎ пмΣ DƻŘ ŜƴŀōƭŜd WƻǎŜǇƘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘ tƘŀǊŀƻƘΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳǎ 
concerning the impending famine, and Pharaoh appointed Joseph as governor to take from the people one-fifth of 
the produce of the land during the seven plentiful years so there would be a storehouse of food during the famine. 
Today, in Genesis 47, we read how Joseph arranged to have his family settle in the best land of Egypt, put them in 
ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ tƘŀǊŀƻƘΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ Ŧood. Meanwhile, Joseph forced the Egyptians to sell 
their livestock (Genesis 47:17), their land and themselves (Genesis 47:23) to Pharaoh in order for them to have 
food to eat (the food they had produced during the seven plentiful years and surrendered to the government). 
άhƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ōǳȅέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ 
ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΣ άThus Israel settled in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen. And they gained possessions in it, 
and were fruitful and multiplied greatly.έ όDŜƴŜǎƛǎ птΥнтύ 
 



2019 Defenders Bible Reading Plan Study Notes 

41 

 

{ƻΣ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ WƻǎŜǇƘΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴǎ ŦŜŜƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛƳΣ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ DƻŘΚ DƻŘ 
had miraculously rescued Joseph from bondage and had uniquely gifted him that he would serve as an instrument 
ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ and grace to both the Egyptians and the Israelites, but Joseph used his gifts from God to enslave 
the Egyptians while his own family (foreigners to the land) prospered. What message was Joseph communicating 
to the Egyptians about his God? We can only imagine the animosity that must have grown amongst the Egyptians 
about the Israelites. Of course we will read about the consequences in Exodus ς άNow there arose a new king over 
Egypt, who did not know JosephΧΦέ   
 
Joseph was brought to Egypt as a slave, and now Joseph has used his shrewdness to enslave the Egyptians, 
ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀ ǾƛŎƛƻǳǎ ŎȅŎƭŜ ƻŦ ŀōǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ Ƙŀǳƴǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
judgment against Egypt for their misconduct (all foretold to Abraham in Genesis 15:14). ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ 
address these issues in Genesis, but we will soon read in Leviticus and Deuteronomy how, following the Exodus, 
God establishes specific laws for his people to defend property rights, to prevent usury, and to limit servitude, 
protecting the dignity of all people (see Leviticus 25:23 and Deuteronomy 15:1 as examples). Furthermore, Jesus 
gives us the Golden Rule ς άSo whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law 
and the Prophets.έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ тΥмнύ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎΣ άDo not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on 
the contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing.έ όм tŜǘŜǊ оΥфύ ²ƘŜƴ ǾƛŎǘƛƳǎ ōŜŎƻƳŜ 
victimizers (though they never see themselves that way), there can be no reconciliation (our mission). See 
Matthew 5:38-41.  
 
So, what are we doing with the gifts, talents, abilities, and resources that God has given us? Do we use them 
primarily for our own prosperity, or do we ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƎǊŀŎŜ 
όDƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŀƭƭύ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ IƛƳΚ And do we intentionally show grace and mercy to those who 
previously wronged us, or do we return the favor and continue the cycle of abuse? What message are we 
communicating to the world about our God through how we deal with resources and with others? And as 
ambassadors for Christ, how might we be showing favoritism or bias? Are there some people you are more likely 
to share the Gospel with than others?  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 23 Jan 19: Pray that God will give you a heart for all people and 
that you will give and forgive in a way that reveals the love, mercy, and grace of God in a powerful way to all.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 4, Day 4, Thursday, 24 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=genesis+49%2C+50%3B+proverbs+24%3B+Matthew+19 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Thursday, 24 January 19: 
 
Matthew 19:13-15 -- ά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘƛƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƻ ǎǳŎƘ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ 
ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ  
 
After correcting His disciples for attempting to keep little children away from Him, Jesus uses these children for an 
ƻōƧŜŎǘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ƻƴ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ .ƻǘƘ [ǳƪŜ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƪ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎ ς άTruly, I say to you, whoever does not 
receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.έ ό[ǳƪŜ муΥмтΤ aŀǊƪ млΥмрύ 
 
Jesus says that saving faith is like the faith of a child ς with an open heart, ready to receive mercy and grace, 
trusting, eager, hopeful, joyful, excited, and comfortable in complete dependency.  
 
Jesus says that we are to have a child-like faith, not a childish faith. /ƘƛƭŘƛǎƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŎǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀƎŜΣ ǊŜŦǳǎŜ ǘƻ 
grow up, and dishonor the family name. Getting older is not the same as growing up. And as we all know, an adult 
can still act like a child. Throughout the Bible, Christians are called children of God (starting with Hosea 1:10), and 
the Bible Ƙŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ς  
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  - 1 John 2:1 -- My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, 
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 
 
  - 1 John 2:12 -- I am writing to you, little children, because your sins are forgiven for his name's sake. 
 
  - 1 John 2:28 -- And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may have confidence and not 
shrink from him in shame at his coming. 
 
  - 1 John 3:7 -- Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 
 
  - 1 John 3:18 -- Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth. 
 
  - 1 John 4:4 -- Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he 
who is in the world. 
 
  - 1 John 5:21 -- Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 
 
¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛn child-like faith but to mature in their understanding and 
behavior ς  
 
  - 1 Corinthians 3:2 -- I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are not 
yet ready, 
 
  - Hebrews 5:12 -- For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the 
basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food, 
 
  - Hebrews 5:14 -- But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment trained by 
constant practice to distinguish good from evil. 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 14:20 -- Brothers, do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but in your thinking be 
mature. 
 
  - Ephesians 4:13 -- Χǳƴǘƛƭ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ŀǘǘŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘhe Son of God, to mature 
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 
 
  - Hebrews 6:1 -- Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a 
foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 
 
! Ŧƛƴŀƭ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΥ CƻǊ ǳƴŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ 
reasons, the disciples stood as a barrier between the little children and Jesus, perhaps considering them somehow 
unworthy of WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ WŜǎǳǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ !ǎ ǿŜ ƳŀǘǳǊŜΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ 
be very careful with how we treat those we see as less mature ς άFor the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on 
the outward appearance, but the Lord looks ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ (1 Samuel 16:7) 
 
  - 2 Chronicles 6:30 -- Then hear from heaven your dwelling place and forgive and render to each whose heart you 
know, according to all his ways, for you, you only, know the hearts of the children of mankind, 
 
  - 2 Corinthians 6:2, 3, 11-13 -- Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. We put no 
ƻōǎǘŀŎƭŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΩǎ ǿŀȅΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ Ŧŀǳƭǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΧΦ We have spoken freely to you, 
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Corinthians; our heart is wide open. You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted in your own affections. In 
return (I speak as to children) widen your hearts also. 
 
  - Romans 14:13 -- Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never to put a 
stumbling block or hindrance in the way of a brother. 
 
  - Luke 11:52 -- Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter yourselves, 
ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƘƛƴŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎΦέ 
 
  - Mark 9:42 -- ά²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƴΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ōŜtter for him if a 
great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown into the sea. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 24 Jan 19: Pray that God will increase your child-like faith and 
decrease your childish faith. Treat others as DƻŘΩǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ   
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 4, Day 5, Friday, 25 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+1%2C+2%3B+proverbs+25%3B+Matthew+20 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Friday, 25 January 19: 
 
Matthew 20:15 ς άAm I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my 
generosity?έ  
 
How quickly we lose perspective of ƻǳǊ ǳǘǘŜǊ ŘŜǇǊŀǾƛǘȅΣ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ the 
wonder of DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ Lƴ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƛŘŜΣ ǿŜ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ think God owes us something, we take grace for 
granted, and start to view it as an entitlement rather than a blessing. In our pride and ingratitude, we start to 
compare ourselves to others (Matthew 20:24-28) and what God has given us to what God has given others. We 
start to complain about fairness as if we could bear what we fairly deserve from God.  
 
Today, Jesus tells a parable about day laborers who complain about receiving equal pay for different hours. The 
early hires were satisfied with what they were to receive until they compared their wages with those who had 
done less. Only then did they somehow feel mistreated rather than being grateful in their poor state that they had 
received anything at all and rather than being happy for the good fortune of others. Would have these workers 
complained if the master (representing God) had given them more than what had been agreed upon? Of course 
not; they would have rejoiced in their unmerited ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ 
getting an unmerited blessingΣ ǎƻΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘŜƴŀǊƛǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ άƎǊǳƳōƭŜŘέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ.  
 
Comparison, ŜƴǾȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǊŜǎŜƴǘƳŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ DƻŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƴŘ bitterness 
emanate from a prideful, self-righteous heart that has lost touch with the reality of grace and assumes some sort 
of merit. This spirit robs people of peace, joy, and contentment and eventually destroys. Jesus will make this point 
several times in our readings this year, repeating it in different ways because we really need to hear it. Honestly, 
how do you feel when others easily obtain what you worked so hard to get? How does your response reveal what 
you think about yourself and about God?  
 
  - Philippians 2:3 -- Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than 
yourselves. 
 
  - Galatians 6:3-5 -- For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. But let each one 
test his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. For each will have 
to bear his own load. 
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  - Romans 12:15 -- Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 
 
  - Romans 12:3 -- For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned.  
 
  - 1 Corinthians 4:7 -- For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that you did not receive? If then 
you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it? 
 
  - Romans 14:4 -- Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he 
stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 
 
  - Luke 17:10 -- So you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, ǎŀȅΣ Ψ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǳƴǿƻǊǘƘȅ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎΤ 
ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ ŘǳǘȅΦΩέ 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀǎ something earned or as an entitlement and subsequently 
comparing ς some will lose hope altogether. Lƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǘƛƳŜ όŀǎ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀǎe in many places today) ς day laborers 
gathered on street corners early in the morning to compete for limited jobs. They were hired early so employers 
ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ Řŀȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΦ tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƘƛǊŜŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǾŀƭǳŜΦ Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀŦǘer hiring day 
laborers early in the morning, the master goes back out to the streets four more times throughout the day to hire 
more workers. Those who remained on the streets had no doubt felt the sting of rejection and the burden of 
shame. In the eyes of others and compared to others, they simply were not good enough. However, on the 
eleventh hour, the master goes to the few who represented the bottom of the barrel and said, Ψ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀƴŘ 
ƘŜǊŜ ƛŘƭŜ ŀƭƭ ŘŀȅΚΩ To these few who were now just standing there, the master communicates value. And much to 
the dismay of others, the master considers them of equal value to all others.  
 
DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƛŦǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ŜŀǊƴŜŘΣ ƴƻǘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀƴȅ ƳŜǊƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƴƻ ōƻŀǎǘƛƴƎ or comparison ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
ƎǊŀŎŜΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ Iƛǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ άgo into 
the vineyard tooέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ нлΥтύ -- άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ǾƛƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƴŜŘǊŜǎǎŜǊΦέ όWƻƘƴ мрΥмύ All the 
laborers receive more than they deserve and all that they need. LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ DƻŘΩǎ 
ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻΦ  
 
  - Matthew 20:16 -- {ƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭŀǎǘΦέ 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 25 Jan 19: /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎΣ ǊŜŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ōȅ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ DƻŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǇŜŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǇŜŀŎŜΦ  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 4, Day 6, Saturday, 26 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+3%2C+4%3B+proverbs+26%3B+psalm+10 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Saturday, 26 January 19: 
 
Exodus 4:12-14 ς άΩNow therefore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.Ω But he 
said, ΨOh, my Lord, please send someone else.Ω Then the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and he said, 
ΨIs there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? I know that he can speak well.Ωέ 
 
DƻŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ άDƻΦέ Dƻ ǿƘŜǊŜΚ ά¢ƻ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘƻǿ ȅƻǳΦέ bƻǿ DƻŘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ aƻǎŜǎΣ άDƻΣ ŀƴŘ LΧΦ ǿƛƭƭ 
ǘŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳΧΦέ DƻŘΩǎ ǿŀȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ȊƻƴŜΣ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ IƛƳΣ 
ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭŀȅ ǘƘŜ plan out for us, tell us what is going to happen next 
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or remove obstacles, challenges, or adversaries along the way. He takes His people on a journey of faith and 
expects us to trust Him so that we and everyone else can see who He is and how great He is, not so people can see 
Ƙƻǿ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ DƻŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ άǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜέ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘΣ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ 
ǘŜƳǇǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ άhƘΣ Ƴȅ [ƻǊŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΦέ .ǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΦ  
 
Moses was given a great assignment fǊƻƳ DƻŘ IŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘΣ ǎƻ DƻŘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ aƻǎŜǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 
Aaron. !ŀǊƻƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ǘƘƻǊƴ ƛƴ aƻǎŜǎΩ ǎƛŘŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ aƻǎŜǎΩ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ. Aaron led great rebellion against God, 
and caused the needless death of many (the Golden Calf). Had Moses simply walked in faith, Aaron would have 
never entered the picture. As you continue to read about Moses and Aaron, think about what could have been 
different without Aaron in the picture. How are you limiting yourself due to a lack of faith and an unwillingness to 
trust DƻŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ IŜ ǘƻƭŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ? 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 26 Jan 19: Consider what you know God has told you to do but 
you have put off with due to various excuses. Now, pray, trust, and obey.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 4, Day 7, Sunday, 27 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+5%2C+6%3B+proverbs+27%3B+psalm+11%2C+12 
 
Exodus 5:22, 23 ς άThen Moses turned to the Lord and said, ΨO Lord, why have you done evil to this people? Why 
did you ever send me? For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has done evil to this people, and you 
have not delivered your people at all.Ωέ 
 
How do you measure success? How do you interpret setbacks and apparent failures? What do you assume about 
God through how you interpret your circumstances?  
 
God called Moses to deliver a message to Pharaoh God knew Pharaoh would reject. Moses had already 
complained to God he was not capable of delivering the message, and now His protests seem to have been 
validated. And now, other people are ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ aƻǎŜǎΩ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ ²Ƙȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ DƻŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ 
Moses had expected from Him? aƻǎŜǎ ŦŜƭǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǳƴŦŀƛǊΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŜǾŜƴ ŜǾƛƭΦ How would you 
have felt if you were Moses?  
 
In fact, Moses had not failed, he had done exactly what God had wanted -- success. And God had not failed to 
deliver His promise. God was working His plan in His way, in His timing, and for His purposes.  Even more, God says 
to Moses, άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ L ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΣ ǘƻ LǎŀŀŎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ WŀŎƻōΣ ŀǎ DƻŘ !ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ōȅ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŜ 
Lord I did not make myself known to them.έ (Exodus 6:2, 3) God was about to show Himself to His people in ways 
never seen before. God was not just taking the Israelites to a new land, He was bringing them into a new 
experience with Him, into a greater understanding of who He is in character. In the past they had heard of His 
mighty works; now they were going to experience them first hand ς άDŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƳŀȊŜŘΗέ  
 
Some takeaways: 
 
мύ ²ƘŜƴ DƻŘ ǎǇŜŀƪǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ aƻǎŜǎ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƘŀŘ ǎŀƛŘΤ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ 
himself he had a word from God like so many mistakenly do ς άL ǘƘƛƴƪ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜΧΦέ aƻǎŜǎ ƪƴŜǿ ŜȄŀŎǘƭȅ 
ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ aƻǎŜǎΩ ƳƛǎǘŀƪŜ ǿŀǎ ŘƻǳōǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΣ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜΦ .Ŝ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ 
confuse emotion with the voice of the Holy Spirit. When God speaks, you will know it, and He usually speaks 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Iƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǿƻǊŘΦ aŀƴȅ ŀǊŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŀ ΨǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΩ ǿƻǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ 
plainly commanded in His written word. If we are faithful with what we do know, God will reveal more of what we 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ōǳǘ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ IƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ 
faith. ¢Ǌǳǎǘ DƻŘ ǘƻ ƻōŜȅΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŦƛŜǊȅ ŦǳǊƴŀŎŜ ƻǊ ƭƛƻƴΩǎ ŘŜƴ ς miraculous things 
happen in those places.   

https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+5%2C+6%3B+proverbs+27%3B+psalm+11%2C+12
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2) God will ask you to do what is only possible through Him, not possible through your abilities. It always takes 
faith, not self-confidence, to do what God wants you to do.  
 
3ύ ²ƘŜƴ DƻŘ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ άDƻέΣ IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ details or tell you exactly how things will play out. He 
ǿŀƴǘǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ IƛƳΦ WŜǎǳǎ ǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿƛŎƪŜŘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ ΨǎƛƎƴΩ ŦǊƻƳ 
God ς άtǊƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘǿƻǊǘƘȅΣ DƻŘΦέ  
 
4) God does not remove the obstacles or challenges from the path He has chosen for you. He uses the obstacles 
and challenges to grow you in Christ-like character and to reveal Himself more to you and to others. (See Romans 
8:28, 29)  
 
5) God does not measure success the way we do. We tend to look at things from our perspective, but God sees 
things from His perfect perspective. άFor my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
declares the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts.έ όLǎŀƛŀƘ ррΥуΣ фύ 
 
6) Contrary to popular opinion, God may call you to speak truth (often to power) ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ IŜ ƪƴƻǿǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
want to hear it and who will absolutely reject it, and God might call you to do it again and again, despite their 
negative responses. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǇŜŀǊƭǎ ǘƻ ǎǿƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƻ άǎƘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ Řǳǎǘ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀƴŘŀƭǎΣέ 
but there are also times to stand your ground. 
 
7) Apparently negative results or a lack of ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ƳŜŀƴ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ άŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΦέ 
God tasks often taken incredible perseverance, with no apparent success to measure in the beginning. Later, God 
will tell the Israelites to take the mighty city Jericho by marching around it once every day for six days and seven 
times on the seventh day. On the seventh day, after marching around the city 12 times with no apparent results, 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜǎ ƘŀŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǉǳƛǘ ƳŀǊŎƘƛƴƎΚ LŦ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ! For example, 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ WŜǎǳǎΦ   
 
8) Trust God with apparent failure and assume the best from God, not the worst. In his hard circumstances, Moses 
ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ άWhy have you done evilΚέ 5ƻƴΩǘ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘΦ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦ DƻŘ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
He will never leave you or forsake you and that nothing can separate you from His love, not even your failures. For 
those who love God, He works all things together for good; eveƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ΨƎƻƻŘΩ όōŀŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎύΣ IŜ 
ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘΦ άFor I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, 
to give you a future and a hope.έ όWŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ нфΥммύ 
 
9) Finally, when in doubt, take your fears, frustrations and complaints to God in prayer. Moses says some rather 
shocking things to God, and God listens and responds positively. No sense faking it with God in prayer, He already 
knows your thoughts and you would only be faking it to yourself. God wants and receives your honest prayers, and 
when you learn to pray truthfully to God, it might actually be the first time you have actually spoken truthfully on a 
matter to yourself too. God will use prayer to reveal Himself to you more but also to reveal you to you more. Open 
communication is a part of any healthy relationship. 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳƻǾŜ ŦŀǊǘƘŜǊ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΣ ƳƻǾŜ 
closer to Him in prayer. Prayer is not the last resort, it is the first step and a continuing action.  
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Sunday, 27 January 19: Today, resolve to trust God with 
your circumstances and with your failures. Take your issues to Him in prayer and persevere in your obedience. Do 
the best you can with what you know you can a shƻǳƭŘ ŘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ǿƛǘƘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭΦ Lǘ ƛǎ 
through grace that we have salvation, not through our efforts. Rejoice that your faǘŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ 
your hands but rather His.  
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DBRP - WEEK 5, Day 1, Monday, 28 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+7%2C+8%3B+proverbs+28%3B+matthew+21 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Monday, 28 January 19: 
 
Matthew 21:31, 32 -- άI say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 
For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.έ 
 
Addressing the chief priests and the elders, and presumably others, Jesus tells The Parable of the Two Sons, one 
son who says he wƻƴΩǘ do the work of the father but άchange[s] his mindέ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ, and one who says he will do 
the work of the father but actually ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ. In concert with the parable of The Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11ς32), it is 
the previously wayward son who is accepted and restored.  
 
Jesus then compares the chief priests and elders to the disobedient son whose heart and deeds did not match his 
lips. Most shoŎƪƛƴƎƭȅΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά¢he tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you.έ 
How could this be? Jesus gives the answer ς άFor John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it [the way], you did 
ƴƻǘ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƘƛƳΦέ 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ άǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎέ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŀȄ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ 
άǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ.έ What is the way of righteousness? Matthew 3 says that John the Baptist only άǇǊŜǇŀǊŜώŘϐ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ.έ !ƴŘ 
John said to the Pharisees and Sadducees, άAfter me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I 
am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit (Mark 1:7, 8).έ  
 
Jesus revealed the way of righteousnessΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜΦ bƻ ƻƴŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ 
ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜΦέ όJohn 14:6) It was Jesus these religious leaders could not accept. These religious leaders 
άǇǊŜǎǳƳŜŘέ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ of righteousness, but John the Baptist said 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ Ψ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣΩέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŀŘŘǎΣ άNone is 
righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have 
become worthless; no one does good, ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƻƴŜΦέ (Romans 3:10-ммύ άCor all have sinned and fall short of the 
glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ JesusΦέ όwƻƳŀƴǎ оΥно-
нпύ άFor by grace [people are saved] through faith. And this is not [their] own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 
result of works, so that no one may boast. (Ephesians 2:8, 9) 
 
  - Romans 3:20-24 -- For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law 
comes knowledge of sin. But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the 
Law and the Prophets bear witness to itτ the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his 
grace as a gift, through the redeƳǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎΧΦ 
 
  - Romans 10:4 -- For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes. 
 
  - 2 Corinthians 5:21 -- For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God. 
 
Jesus ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎΣ ά9ven when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds 
and believeέ -- even after seeing Jesus face-to-face and observing first-hand His works and miracles, these prideful 
people simply woǳƭŘƴΩǘ άchange their ƳƛƴŘǎέ ŀōƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅΣ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ǎŀȅ άthey were 
indignantΦέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ нмΥмрύ  
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!ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ άŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ yƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘΣέ ƛǎ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀŘŘǳŎŜŜǎ 
-- ά.ŜŀǊ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƛƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜΧΦ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ оΥуύ Repentance is not just changing your behavior, 
ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘ ŀōƻǳǘ άǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΣέ ǊŜƧŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ƴƻǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦ-righteousness and 
trusting solely in the righteousness of Jesus and the gift of salvation through Him aloneΣ ōŜƛƴƎ άǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣέ ŀƴŘ 
receiving the riches of Christ. Lƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ άThe 
Wŀȅέ because of their faith in WŜǎǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀȅΣ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ [ƛŦŜΦέ (Acts 9:2, 22:4, 24:14) 
 
Only after repentance and salvation through Christ and a new life in Christ can anyone bear good fruit. And those 
who have a new life in Christ will bear fruit:  
 
  - Matthew 7:16-23 -- You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from 
thistles? So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear 
bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜΦ ¢Ƙǳǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜƳ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊǳƛǘǎΦ L bŜǾŜǊ YƴŜǿ ¸ƻǳΦ bƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ Ψ[ƻǊŘΣ 
[ƻǊŘΣΩ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day 
Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ Ψ[ƻǊŘΣ [ƻǊŘΣ ŘƛŘ ǿŜ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǎȅ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀǎǘ ƻǳǘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ Řƻ 
Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΚΩ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ L ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ΨL ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴŜǿ ȅƻu; depart from me, you 
ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǿƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎΦΩ 
 
  - John 15:1-16 -- I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit 
he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit. Already you are clean 
because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, 
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever 
abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not 
abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this 
my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so 
have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept 
Ƴȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōƛŘŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ Ƨƻȅ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ Ƨƻȅ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦǳƭƭΦ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ȅƻǳΦ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ 
love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, but I 
chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that whatever 
you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. These things I command you, so that you will love one 
another. 
 
Good deeds, or works, are not the means to salvation but rather the natural product of salvation, the evidence of 
salvation, the expectation of salvation. As an object lesson and metaphor to His teachings, Jesus curses a fig tree 
that had not produced fruit. (Matthew 21:18, 19) As Jesus, said in John 15, a branch cannot bear fruit by itself. It 
must abide in Him, and a branch that does abide in Him will bear fruit (in keeping with repentance) ς ά!part from 
[Him] you can do nothingΦέ Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ²ŀȅ ƻŦ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛŦŜΦ   
 
  - Ezekiel 36:26 -- And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the heart 
of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  
 
  - 2 Corinthians 5:17 -- Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 
new has come. 
 
  - Galatians 2:20 -- I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the 
life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
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  - 1 John 2:29 -- If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has 
been born of him. 
 
  - 1 John 3:7 -- Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is 
righteous. 
 
  - Colossians 1:9-14 -- And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you may be 
filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of 
the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; being 
strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy; giving thanks 
to the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light. He has delivered us from the 
domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 28 Jan 19: Pray the prayer of Colossians 1:9-14 for yourself and 
for your brothers and sisters in Christ.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 5, Day 2, Tuesday, 29 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+9%2C+10%3B+proverbs+29%3B+matthew+22 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Tuesday, 29 January 19: 
 
Exodus 9:7 ς άBut the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go.έ 
 
Exodus 9:13-17 ς άThus says the LordΧΦ For this time I will send all my plagues on you yourself, and on your 
servants and your people, so that you may know that there is none like me in all the earth. For by now I could have 
put out my hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, and you would have been cut off from the earth. 
But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the 
earth. You are still exalting yourselfΧ. 
 
Exodus 9:20-21 ς άThen whoever feared the word of the Lord among the servants of Pharaoh hurried his slaves 
and his livestock into the houses, but whoever did not pay attention to the word of the Lord left his slaves and his 
livestock in the field.έ 
 
Exodus 9:27-28, 34-35 ς άThen Pharaoh sent and called Moses and Aaron and said to them, ΨThis time I have 
sinned; the Lord is in the right, and I and my people are in the wrong. Plead with the Lord, for there has been 
ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǘƘǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƛƭΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƎƻΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎǘŀȅ ƴo longerΧΦΩ But when Pharaoh saw that the 
rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned yet again and hardened his heart, he and his servants. So 
the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, and he did not let the people of Israel go, just as the Lord had spoken through 
Moses.έ  
 
Exodus 10:2, 3 ς άΧǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǘŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴΧ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L 
ŀƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΧΦ Iƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŦǳǎŜ ǘƻ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƳŜΚέ 
 
Exodus 10:16-18, 20 ς άThen Pharaoh hastily called Moses and Aaron and said, ΨI have sinned against the Lord your 
God, and against you. Now therefore, forgive my sin, please, only this once, and plead with the Lord your God only 
to remove this death from meΧΦΩ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƘŀǊŘŜƴŜŘ tƘŀǊŀƻƘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙe did not let the people of Israel 
go.έ  
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Exodus 10:28, 29 ς άThen Pharaoh said to him, ΨGet away from me; take care never to see my face again, for on the 
day you see my face you shall die.Ω 29 Moses said, ΨAs you say! I will not see your face again.Ωέ 
 
The saga that began when Adam and Eve defied God and ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ 
Today, God uses PharaohΩs pride and stubborness to glorify Himself and to demonstrate His ultimate power and 
authority. Today, God demonstrates His justice but also His patience and mercy ς άΧby now I could have put out 
my hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, and you would have been cut off from the earth.έ ¢ƘƻǎŜ 
who feared God and listened to His word, even the Egyptians, were spared terrible pain and suffering (an example 
ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƎǊŀŎŜύΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƻōŜȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŀŎŜƴŎȅΦ  
 
Today, tƘŀǊŀƻƘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ōŜƛƴƎ άǎƻǊǊȅέ and being truly repentant, having a changed 
heart. There is a big difference between having regret due to consequences and having heartfelt regret that 
produces genuine change. For example, you migƘǘ ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ǎǇŜŜŘƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ŀ ǘƛŎƪŜǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ǊŜƎǊŜǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǇŜŜŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ΨǎǇƛǊƛǘΩ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǎǇŜŜŘƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇŜŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ 
cautiously for a while.  
 
When Pharaoh was punished by God, he was ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ άI have sinned; the Lord is in the right, and I ώŀƳϐΧ 
wrong.έ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΣ ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƎǊŜǿ ǿƻǊǎŜ 
ς God was glorified nonetheless. Likewise, everyone will glorify God, either in a positive way or a negative way. 
God desires that He be glorified in a positive way as people abide in Jesus and naturally bear the fruit of love. In 
tƘŀǊŀƻƘΩǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ŀǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǊŜŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŦǳsed to even 
ƘŜŀǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜ ς άGet away from me; take care never to see my face againΧΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ άFor the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will 
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and 
wander off into myths. 5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill 
your ministry.έ όн ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ пΥоΣ пύ 
 
How many empty promises have people made to the Lord in shallow sorrow ς ά[ƻǊŘΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ƳŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎΣ L 
ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΧΦέ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴΚ 
Perhaps you have or still do. Repentance brings life, while worldly grief only leads to shame, depression, 
frustration, bitterness, destruction, and death. Repentance draws you to God, while worldly grief draws you 
farther away. Both Peter and Judas denied Jesus, albeit in different ways. Peter had a repentant spirit that led Him 
ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΦ WǳŘŀǎΩ ǿƻǊƭŘƭȅ ƎǊƛŜŦ ƭŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜΦ   
 
  - 2 Corinthians 7:10 -- For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas 
worldly grief produces death. 
 
Do you find yourself regretting the same decisions and mistakes over and over again? The problem is not what you 
are doing, the problem is why you are doing it ς ȅƻǳǊ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƛƎƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 
His heart. As the old pasǘƻǊǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ tǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ 
will give you a repentant heart, godly grief rather than worldly grief. In your continual failures, draw closer to God, 
not further away. He knows the truth of your condition better than you do and loves you more than even you do.  
 
  - 1 John 1:9 -- If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 
  - Ezekiel 18:31; 36:26 -- Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves 
a new hŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΧΦ !ƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ L ǿƛƭƭ Ǉǳǘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ȅƻǳΦ !ƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ 
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 
 
  - Psalm 51:17 -- The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
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  - Hebrews 7:25; 10:22 -- Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through 
ƘƛƳΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƘŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΧΦ let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 
faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 
 
  - James 4:8 -- Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 29 Jan 19: Pray that God will continue, where needed, to 
replace your worldly grief with genuine repentance.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 5, Day 3, Wednesday, 30 January 2019 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Wednesday, 30 January 19: 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+11%2C+12%3B+proverbs+30%3B+matthew+23 
 
Exodus 12:2 -- ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻu the beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for 
you.έ 
 
Exodus 12:12, 13 ς άI will execute judgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where 
you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over youΦέ  
 
Exodus 12:15 ς άΧyou shall remove leaven out of your housesΧΦέ  
 
¢ƘŜ tŀǎǎƻǾŜǊΣ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ DƻŘ ŜȄŜŎǳǘŜŘ Iƛǎ 
judgment over the land, He provided a way for people to escape His wrath and death ς the mark of the blood of 
the unblemished, sacrificial, substitutional ƭŀƳōΦ !ƭƭ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΣ ōƻǘƘ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴΣ 
but when Judgment saw the blood of the lamb, it passed over, not because of any attributes of the persons ς there 
was not distinction -- only because of the lamb. ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ 
ƴƻǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǿŀȅ ŘŜŦƛŜŘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΦ tƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƳōΩǎ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ 
done by those who trusted God and hoped in His salvation. The Passover lamb is a foreshadowing of The Lamb of 
God, Jesus. 
 
  - Matthew 26:2 -- ά¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǎƻǾŜǊ ƛǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ aŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǳǇ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘΦέ 
 
  - Matthew 26:26 -- Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to the 
disciplesΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ŀƪŜΣ ŜŀǘΤ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ōƻŘȅΦέ 
 
  - Luke 22:7 -- Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 
 
  - Romans 6:23 -- For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
  - 1 Peter 1:19 -- But with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. 
 
  - John 1:29 -- Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 
 
  - John 19:36 -- For these things took place that the ScripǘǳǊŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘΥ άbƻǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ōƻƴŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ōǊƻƪŜƴΦέ 
 

https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+11%2C+12%3B+proverbs+30%3B+matthew+23
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- Revelation 1:5 -- And from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on 
earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood. 
 
  - Ephesians 1:7 -- In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 
the riches of his grace. 
 
  - Romans 5:9 -- Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him 
from the wrath of God. 
 
  - Revelation 7:10 -- !ƴŘ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǳŘ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ά{ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ǎƛǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ [ŀƳōΗέ 
 
  - John 3:36 -- Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall not see life, but 
the wrath of God remains on him. 
 
  - Romans 3:25 -- Whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 
God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 
 
Those who have been saved by ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀƳō ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ new 
creations.  
 
   - 2 Corinthians 5:17 -- Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the 
new has come. 
 
  - Galatians 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life 
I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
 
With salvation comes the exodus, leaving the old life behind.  
 
Upon placing the blood on the doors, the Israelites were told to remove the leaven from their houses. Leaven is a 
symbol for sin. The call for the believer, having been saved by grace through faith, not by works, is to now remove 
the sin from their lives, to live lives worthy of Christ. Sin, like leaven, is pervasive, just a little bit affects the whole 
batch. There can be no compromise with sin, accepting just a little bit of sin can corrupt the entire person, the 
family, the people, the church, and the nation. Salvation by grace alone brings with it the responsibility live in 
purity and holiness, relying on the strength of the Holy Spirit. 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 5:7, 8 -- Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For 
Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. Let us therefore celebrate the festival, not with the old leaven, the 
leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
 
  - Galatians 5:9 -- A little leaven leavens the whole lump. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 30 Jan 19: Having been saved by grace through faith in Jesus, 
remove the leaven from your life and home.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 5, Day 4, Thursday, 31 January 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+13%2C+14%3B+proverbs+31%3B+matthew+24 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Thursday, 31 January 19: 
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Matthew 24:44 -- άTherefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.έ 
 
Today, Jesus addresses two prophetic topics: 1) WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΩǎ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ AD 70 (Matthew 24:1-35) and 2) WŜǎǳǎΩ 
final return to judge the living and the dead (Revelation 20ς21). (Note: scholars debate which verses deal with the 
destruction of Jerusalem and which deal with End Times)  There is much fascination, speculation, confusion, 
debate, and unfortunately hype associated with End Times prophecy. Here are a few things that seem clear:  
 
  1) No one knows the day or the hour (Matthew 24:36). If someone tells you they have figured it out, you can stop 
listening at that point.  
 
  2) Most people will not see it coming at all, even those who view themselves as religious. (Matthew 24:37-39) 
 
  3) People will be going about their business as usual (believers and unbelievers) when the Lord returns. (Matthew 
24:40-41)  
 
.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ ƛǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ 
while we await His return. Jesus gives this warning several times in different ways. άBlessed is that servant whom 
his master will find so doing when he comes.έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ нпΥпсύ It is far too easy to become complacent. In the 
name of grace, we are tempted to take sin far too lightly. As we continue to read this year, consider all the verses 
that command our pursuit of holiness, purity, and obedience.  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 31 Jan 19: Today, clean your house ς remove the things in your 
life that you know are unacceptable to your Lord and Savior. (1 Peter 1:15, 16) 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 5, Day 5, Friday, 1 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+15%2C+16%3B+proverbs+1%3B+matthew+25 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Friday, 1 February 19: 
 
Matthew 25:40 ς άAnd the King wilƭ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ Ψ¢ǊǳƭȅΣ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ƴȅ 
ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦΩέ 
 
The way we treat others reveals what we really think about God, how much we truly love God, and how grateful 
we are for having received grace through WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ōŜƘŀƭŦΣ ŀ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ IŜ ƎŀǾŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
sinners and neither deserved it nor desired it. The άƭŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜέ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǊŜƎŀǊŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ 
became άthe leastέ as a result of their behavior, behavior in which they might still be engaging. Jesus says, treat 
them as He treated you ς άbut God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.έ 
(Romans 5:8) Your love for God is revealed most clearly whŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ΨŘŜǎŜǊǾŜΩ ƛǘΦ  
 
  - Psalm 145:8 -- The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
 
  - Matthew 24:12 -- And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. 
 
  - Luke 6:27, 32, 35 --  ά.ǳǘ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ƘŜŀǊΣ [ƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΣ Řƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǘŜ ȅƻǳΧΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΣ ǿƘŀǘ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚ CƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΧΦ .ǳǘ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of 
the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil. 
 
  - Luke 7:47 -- Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgivenτfor she loved much. But he who is 
forgiven ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ƭƻǾŜǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΦέ 
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  - John 13:34, 35 -- A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you 
also are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦέ 
 
  - John 15:12, 13, 17 -- ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ȅƻǳΦ DǊŜŀǘŜǊ ƭƻǾŜ Ƙŀǎ 
ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƛǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƭŀȅ Řƻǿƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΧΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ 
one another. 
 
  - 1 John 3:10, 11, 14, 16, 17 -- By this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the 
devil: whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother. For this 
is the message that you have ƘŜŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΧΦ ²Ŝ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴǘƻ ƭƛŦŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƻǾŜ ŀōƛŘŜǎ ƛƴ ŘŜŀǘƘΧΦ .ȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜ 
know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has 
the world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love abide in him? 
 
  - 1 John 4:7-12 -- Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God 
and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was 
made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is 
love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, 
if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God 
abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 
 
  - 1 John 4:19-21 -- We love because he first loved us. LŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άL ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘΣέ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǘŜǎ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ 
liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this 
commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. 
 
  - Ephesians 5:2 -- And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice 
to God. 
 
  - Galatians 5:14 -- CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭŀǿ ƛǎ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǊŘΥ ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ 
 
  - Galatians 5:22 -- But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 -- If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 
clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all 
faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my 
body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. 
 
  - James 2:8 -- LŦ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻȅŀƭ ƭŀǿ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀǎ 
ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣέ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Řƻƛng well. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 1 Feb 19: Love others, particularly the unloving, the way God 
loves you -- but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8) 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 5, Day 6, Saturday, 2 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+17%2C+18%3B+proverbs+2%3B+psalm+13 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Saturday, 2 February 19: 
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Exodus 17:6, 7 ς άo̧u shall strike the rock, and water shall come out oŦ ƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘǊƛƴƪΦέ Χ¢hey tested 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άLǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΚέ 
 
¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƛǊǎǘȅΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘƻǇŜΤ ǘƘŜȅ ƎǊǳƳōƭŜŘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǉǳŀǊǊŜƭŜŘΦ άWhat shall I do with this people?έ ό9ȄƻŘǳǎ 
мтΥпύ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά{ǘǊƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŦƻǊŜǎƘŀŘƻǿƛƴƎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ 
the rock who was stricken that we would be saved in a dry and scorched land and have living water through the 
Holy Spirit, that living water would flow to and from our hearts ς  
 
  - 1 Corinthians 10:4 -- ΧŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ŘǊŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŘǊƛƴƪΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŘǊŀƴƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ wƻŎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ 
them, and the Rock was Christ. 
 
  - Habakkuk 1:12 -- Are you not from everlasting, O Lord my God, my Holy One? We shall not die. O Lord..., O 
wƻŎƪΧΦ  
 
  - Matthew 7:24, 25 -- Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock.  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but 
it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 
 
  - Isaiah 53:4, 8 -- Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten 
ōȅ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŦŦƭƛŎǘŜŘΧΦ .ȅ ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀǿŀȅΤ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ, who considered 
that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people? 
 
  - Isaiah 44:3 -- For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit upon 
your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants. 
 
  - Isaiah 41:17-18 -- When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue is parched with 
thirst, I the Lord will answer them; I the God of Israel will not forsake them. I will open rivers on the bare heights, 
and fountains in the midst of the valleys. I will make the wilderness a pool of water, and the dry land springs of 
water. 
 
  - Isaiah 55:1 -- ά/ƻƳŜΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǘƘƛǊǎǘǎΣ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΤ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ŎƻƳŜΣ ōǳȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǘΗ 
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. 
 
  - Isaiah 58:11 -- And the Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your desire in scorched places and make your 
bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail. 
 
  - Proverbs 25:25 -- Like cold water to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country. [Good News = The Gospel 
of Christ] 
 
  - John 4:10 -- WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ƘŜǊΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ΨDƛǾŜ ƳŜ ŀ 
drƛƴƪΣΩ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊΦέ 
 
  - John 6:35 -- WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΤ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƘǳƴƎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻŜǾŜǊ 
believes in me shall never thirst. 
 
  - John 7:37-39 -- hƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŘŀȅΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ άLŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƘirsts, let 
ƘƛƳ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪΦ ²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƳŜΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψhǳǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŧƭƻǿ ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ƻŦ 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊΦΩέ bƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ǿƘƻƳ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜΣ ŦƻǊ ŀǎ ȅŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. 
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  - Revelation 1:15-18 -- ΧƘƛǎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀǊ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΧΦ ²ƘŜƴ L ǎŀǿ ƘƛƳΣ L ŦŜƭƭ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŜǘ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ 
ŘŜŀŘΦ .ǳǘ ƘŜ ƭŀƛŘ Ƙƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƳŜΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άCŜŀǊ ƴƻǘΣ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘΣ ŀƴd the living one. I died, and 
behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 
 
  - Revelation 21:6 -- !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ άLǘ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜΗ L ŀƳ ǘƘŜ !ƭǇƘŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hƳŜƎŀΣ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΦ ¢ƻ 
the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 
 
  - Revelation 7:17 -- For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to 
ǎǇǊƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǿƛǇŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎΦέ 
 
  - Revelation 22:1 -- Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb 
 
  - Revelation 22:17 -- ¢ƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛŘŜ ǎŀȅΣ ά/ƻƳŜΦέ !ƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŜŀǊǎ ǎŀȅΣ ά/ƻƳŜΦέ !ƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜ 
one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without price. 
 
  - Psalm 18:46 -- The Lord lives, and blessed be my rock, and exalted be the God of my salvation. 
 
Now, the question is, have you built your life on the foundation of the Rock, and are you being satisfied by the 
Living Water of the Holy Spirit -- άLǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΚέ (Exodus 17:7) 
 
  - Psalm 42:1-2 -- As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God. My soul thirsts for God, for 
the living God. When shall I come and appear before God? 
 
  - Matthew 5:6 -- ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘΦ 
 
  - Jeremiah 2:13 -- ΧŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘǿƻ ŜǾƛƭǎΥ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊǎŀƪŜƴ ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΣ 
and hewed out cisterns for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water. 
 
  - Jeremiah 17:13 -- O Lord, the hope of Israel, all who forsake you shall be put to shame; those who turn away 
from you shall be written in the earth, for they have forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living water.  
 
  - Matthew 7:26, 27 ς ά!ƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish 
man who built his house on the sand. And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against 
ǘƘŀǘ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŦŜƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƛǘΦέ 
 
  - John 6:43 -- WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ƎǊǳƳōƭŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦέ 
 
  - 1 Thessalonians 5:19 -- Do not quench the Spirit. 
 
  - Ephesians 4:30 -- And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 
 
  - Galatians 5:25 -- If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 2 Feb 19: Drink from the living water, do not constrain the living 
water, be satisfied with the living water, and let the living water flow from your heart to others. Do not build your 
own dead cistern.   
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 5, Day 7, Sunday, 3 February 2019 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Sunday, 3 February 19: 
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https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+19%2C+20%3B+proverbs+3%3B+psalm+14%2C+15 
 
Exodus 19:4-6, 8 ς άΨ¸ƻǳ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ L ōƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ŜŀƎƭŜǎΩ ǿƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ 
brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my 
treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a 
Ƙƻƭȅ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦΩ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎǇŜŀƪ to the people of IsraelΧΦ  All the people answered together 
ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά!ƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇƻƪŜƴ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƻΦέ 
 
Seeing is not believing. The Israelites saw God work in incredibly miraculous ways to rescue them, and when God 
miraculously rescued them, they were quick to proclaim their allegiance to God. But in between the miracles and 
when things got hard, they quickly turned from God, which was revealed in their disobedience to Him. Not only 
that, as we will see in our future readings, they also turned from God when things were going well. In their comfort 
ǘƘŜȅ ƎǊŜǿ ŎƻƳǇƭŀŎŜƴǘΣ ǇǊƛŘŜŦǳƭΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǊƻƎŀƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǾŜǊōǎ ǎŀȅΣ άDƛǾŜ ƳŜ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƴƻǊ ǊƛŎƘŜǎΤ 
feed me with the food that is needful for me, lest I be Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƴȅ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ Ψ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΚΩ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǘ L ōŜ ǇƻƻǊ 
and steal and profane the name of my God. (Proverbs 30:8, 9) 
 
DƻŘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ άƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ŀ Ƙƻƭȅ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΣ 
but despite GoŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻǾŜd themselves unfaithful, as we will continue to read.  
 
    - 1 Corinthians 10:11-12 -- Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for 
our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. Therefore, let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed 
lest he fall. (see also Romans 15:$) 
 
We should pay very close attention to how ǘƘƛǎ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ άƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ǇǊƛŜǎǘǎέ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀǎ 
ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǎŀȅǎ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ά¸ƻǳ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ώŀǊŜϐ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ Ƙƻƭȅ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƘƻƻŘΧΦ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǊŀŎŜΣ ŀ Ǌƻȅŀƭ 
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.έ (1 Peter 2:5, 9) We are saved by grace, but our response to 
grace must be loving, faithful obedience, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we are without excuse if we continue 
ƛƴ ǎƛƴΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōŜ ŀ άƘƻƭȅέ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΦ [Ŝǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ  
 
  - Hebrews 3:15-19 -- !ǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ Ƙƛǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǊŘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴΦέ 
For who were those who heard and yet rebelled? Was it not all those who left Egypt led by Moses? And with 
whom was he provoked for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? 
And to whom did he swear that they would not enter his rest, but to those who were disobedient? So we see that 
they were unable to enter because of unbelief. 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 10:1-11 -- For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the 
cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the 
same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed 
them, and the Rock was Christ. Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in 
the wilderness. Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. Do not 
ōŜ ƛŘƻƭŀǘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ǿŜǊŜΤ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ ά¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎŀǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŀƴŘ ǊƻǎŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΦέ ²Ŝ 
must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We 
must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, nor grumble, as some of 
them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer. Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were 
written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. 
 
  - Hebrews 12:18-25 -- For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and 
a tempest and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be 
spoken to them. CƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ŜƴŘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴΣ άLŦ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ōŜŀǎǘ ǘƻǳŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΣ ƛǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ 
ōŜ ǎǘƻƴŜŘΦέ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǎƻ ǘŜǊǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ aƻǎŜǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ǘǊŜƳōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜŀǊΦέ .ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ aƻǳƴǘ 

https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+19%2C+20%3B+proverbs+3%3B+psalm+14%2C+15
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Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to 
the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the 
righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a 
better word than the blood of Abel. See that you do not refuse him who is speaking. For if they did not escape 
when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape if we reject him who warns from 
heaven. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 3 Feb 19: Be thankful you have been saved by grace; now, 
pursue love, holiness, purity, and obedience.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 6, Day 1, Monday, 4 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+21%2C+22%3B+proverbs+4%3B+matthew+26 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Monday, 4 February 19: 
 
Matthew 26:31-32 ς άThen Jesus said to them, ΨYou will all fall away because of me this night. For it is written, άI 
will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.έ But after I am raised up, I will go before you 
to Galilee.Ωέ 
 
WŜǎǳǎΩ tŀǎǎƻǾŜǊ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ with His disciples and TƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ-known event among Christians, but we 
cƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ meditate enough on the example Jesus sets for us on this night. Think about it -- Just before His imminent 
crucifixion, Jesus meets with those closest to Him, those with whom He has walked with through great challenges 
and through miraculous moments for the last three years; He sits with them knowing that one has already decided 
to betray Him to the malevolent authorities, and knowing that the rest of them will abandon Him and deny Him. 
What does He do? He loves them. The Book of John tells us even more ς  
 
John 13:1-5 -- Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart out of this 
world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. During supper, when 
ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ WǳŘŀǎ LǎŎŀǊƛƻǘΣ {ƛƳƻƴΩǎ ǎƻƴΣ ǘƻ ōŜǘǊŀȅ ƘƛƳΣ Jesus, knowing that the 
Father had given all things into his hands, rose from supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, 
ǘƛŜŘ ƛǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀƛǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǇƻǳǊŜŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ōŀǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǿŀǎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΩ ŦŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƛǇŜ ǘƘŜƳ 
with the towel that was wrapped around him.έ  
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǳƴǘƘƛƴƪŀōƭŜ ōŜǘǊŀȅŀƭ ōȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ǘƻ IƛƳΣ WŜǎǳǎ άƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΣέ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ 
washing their feet as a servant. Not only did Jesus tell the disciples they would abandon and betray Him, He also 
told them that He wƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ abandon them but rather would be waiting for them on the other side of their betrayal 
ς ά.ǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ L ŀƳ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǳǇΣ L ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ DŀƭƛƭŜŜΦέ  
 
¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅΣ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŦŀƛƭƛng love, perhaps hard for us to even imagine, and all 
this before Jesus suffers the cross for generations of undeserving, uncaring sinners like us. But John records, after 
WŜǎǳǎ ƘŀŘ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŜŜǘΣ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άIf I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to 
ǿŀǎƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦŜŜǘΦ For I have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you. Truly, 
truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 
If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.έ όWƻƘƴ моΥмп-17) 
 
Ok, did you catch that? Did your really let that sink in? We are to do what He did. How do we treat those who 
mistreat us in shocking ways? Do we humble ourselves in love as Jesus did, and do we continue to love others 
through and beyond betrayal or persecution even though it might cost us everything? Or, do we somehow think 
we are greater than our Master, that we deserve better treatment and justice than He did? Jesus ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎΣ άa 
servant is not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent himΣέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ WŜǎǳǎ 
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ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭǎ ǳǎΣ άIf you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.έ {ƻΣ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘΚ άLove your 
enemies and pray for those who persecute youΦέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ рΥппύ ¢Ǌǳƭȅ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ from your heart.  
 
Of course, we all know how hard it can be to love those who hurt us, because it is so easy for us to lose 
ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ WƻƘƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ άJesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, rose 
[and washed their feet]. Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ōŜǘǊŀȅŀƭΣ WŜǎǳǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŀƴ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǾƛŜǿ 
circumstances and people the way others do. He knew the Father had already given Him all things. Jesus waǎƴΩǘ 
driven by fear, but rather driven by love. Likewise, in Christ, we have riches beyond imagination, we have nothing 
to fear, nothing to be defensive about, and we are free to love in confidence, trusting God with whatever we 
surrender to others in His Name. Do you trust God enough to love the way He has commanded you to love?  
 
  - Hebrews 11:6 -- And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 
 
  - 1 John 4:18 -- There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and 
whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 
 
  - 1 John 4:16 -- So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever 
abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 
 
  - 1 John 4:8 -- Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
 
  - John 14:21; 15:12 -- Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves 
ƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ōȅ Ƴȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΧΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
love one another as I have loved you. 
 
  - Luke 6:27 -- But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate youΧΦ  
 
  - Romans 8:35 -- Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 
 
  - Titus 3:4-5 -- But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because 
of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercyΧΦ  
 
  - 1 John 4:9-10 -- In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, 
so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins. 
 
  - John 13:34-35 -- A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also 
are to love one another. By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 13:4-8 -- Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does 
not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the 
truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. As for 
prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 4 Feb 19: aŜŘƛǘŀǘŜ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
God will instill the reality of His love in your heart. Focus intently on loving others as Jesus loves you.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 6, Day 2, Tuesday, 5 February 2019 
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https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+23%2C+24%3B+proverbs+5%3B+matthew+27 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Tuesday, 5 February 19: 
 
Matthew 27:22 ς άThen was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, ΨAnd they took the 
thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, and they gave 
ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘǘŜǊΩǎ ŦƛŜƭŘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƳŜΦΩέ 
 
aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōŜǘǊŀȅŀƭΣ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛȄƛƻƴΣ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ōǳǊƛŀƭΣ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǎŎŜƴǎƛƻƴ 
(and Final Advent) were all prophesied in the Old Testament ς a couple of the most obvious and detailed 
prophecies will be provided below for your additional meditation today. In this instance, the prophecy mentioned 
in Matthew is found in our Bibles in Zechariah 11:12, 13, causing many to question whether Matthew slipped up in 
his Bible verse memory. Most likely Matthew references Jeremiah because the Jews broke the Old Testament into 
three parts -- the Law, Writings, and Prophets. (Luke 24:44) The Prophet scroll began with Jeremiah, hence 
aŀǘǘƘŜǿΩǎ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  
 
Zechariah 11 is an interesting chapter. The sheep reject the shepherd so, the covenant between the sheep and 
shepherd is annulled (Zechariah 11:10), and those sheep doomed for destruction are then led by a foolish and 
worthless shepherd who devours them. Of Himself, Jesus said to the people --  
 
άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ ƭŀȅǎ Řƻǿƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜŜǇΦ IŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŀ ƘƛǊŜŘ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŀ 
shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf 
snatches them and scatters them. He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the 
good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I 
lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they 
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay 
down my life that I may take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƭŀȅ ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ǳǇ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ L ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΦέ 
There was again a division among the Jews because of these words.έ όWƻƘƴ млΥмм-19) 
 
Jesus is the Good Shepherd who was rejected by the Old Covenant sheep.  
 
The Old Covenant is annulled, and with the blood of Christ we can enter into the New Covenant of salvation by 
grace through faith in Jesus ς  
 
  - Luke 22:20 -- !ƴŘ ƭƛƪŜǿƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŜŀǘŜƴΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ŎǳǇ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǳǊŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 
covenant in my blood. 
 
  - Hebrews 8:13 -- In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is becoming obsolete 
and growing old is ready to vanish away. 
 
aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΣ άAnd behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ 
27:51) In the New Covenant of Christ, we have complete access to God and the Holy of Holies ς  
 
  - Hebrews 10:19-22 -- Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of 
Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, and since we have a 
great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 
 
However, as John records above ς άThere was again a division among the Jews because of these wordsΦέ Some will 
choose to follow the Good Shepherd, and some will put their faith in foolish and worthless shepherds who only 
devour. Everyone will make a choice. No one can follow too shepherds, and there is only one Good Shepherd, only 
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one who lays down His life for His sheep. Those who choose not to decide have still made a choice not to put their 
faith in the Good Shepherd and follow Him.  
 
For further meditation and amazement, consider the below verses of Old Testament prophecy ς  
 
Isaiah 53 -- Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we 
should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not. Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten 
by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was 
the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turnedτevery oneτto his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, 
and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that 
before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as 
for his generation, who considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of 
my people? And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, although he had done no 
violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; 
when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the Lord 
shall prosper in his hand. Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the 
righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore I 
will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his 
soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for 
the transgressors. 
 
Psalm 22 -- My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of 
my groaningΧ? All who see me mock me; they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; άIŜ ǘǊǳǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΤ 
let him deliver him; let him rescue him, for he delights in himΧΗέ Many bulls encompass me; strong bulls of Bashan 
surround me; they open wide their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion. I am poured out like water, and 
all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax; it is melted within my breast; my strength is dried up like a 
potsherd, my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the dust of death. For dogs encompass me; a company of 
evildoers encircles me; they have pierced my hands and feetτ I can count all my bonesτ they stare and gloat over 
me; they divide my garments among them, and for my clothing they cast lots. But you, O Lord, do not be far off! O 
you my help, come quickly to my aid! Deliver my soul from the sword, my precious life from the power of the dog! 
Save me from the mouth of the lion! You have rescued me from the horns of the wild oxenΧ! You who fear the 
Lord, praise himΧ! For he has not despised or abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, and he has not hidden his 
face from him, but has heard, when he cried to him. From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my 
vows I will perform before those who fear him. The afflicted shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall 
praise the Lord! May your hearts live forever! All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord, and all 
the families of the nations shall worship before you. For kingship belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the 
nations. All the prosperous of the earth eat and worship; before him shall bow all who go down to the dust, even 
the one who could not keep himself alive. Posterity shall serve him; it shall be told of the Lord to the coming 
generation; they shall come and proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn, that he has done it. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 5 Feb 19: Today, rejoice in your salvation through Jesus and 
your complete access to God. Read Psalm 23 and rest in your salvation. Focus on following the Good Shepherd 
ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƭǾŜs around you.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 6, Day 3, Wednesday, 6 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+25%2C+26%3B+proverbs+6%3B+matthew+28 
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Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Wednesday, 6 February 19: 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 ς άAnd Jesus caƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά!ƭƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ 
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜΦέ 
 
¢ƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ς the bribing of the guards and then the Great 
Commission, upon which the book concludes. I believe the abrupt landing on the Great Commission is intentional, 
leaving us with our marching orders ς άDƻΦέ  
 
According to Barna Research Group, 51% of churchgoing Christians said they had never "heard of the Great 
Commission" term and among those who had, only 17% were familiar with the Biblical passage reference.  
 
How important is the Great Commission to Jesus? /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ άFarewell Prayerέ ƛƴ WƻƘƴ мтΥмуΣ нл -- ά!ǎ ȅƻǳ 
sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the worldΧΦ I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will 
believe in me through their wordΦέ CŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻƴ Iƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ƴƻǘ 
only on the eleven, but on all those who would believe in Him throughout the age until His return. What would be 
our final prayer before the cross?  
 
So, Ƙƻǿ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚ 5ƻŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƳŀǘŎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΚ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ άoneέ with 
Christ as He prayed you would be?  
 
{ƻƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ clearly communicate the Gospel to others but only love them with good deeds. But 
how can you love someone more than to share the Gospel with them? And if you do love someone, how could you 
not share the Gospel with them?  
 
Who will you share the Gospel with this week? Where does sharing the Gospel sit on your priority list today?  
 
  - Romans 10:13-14 -- CƻǊ άŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΦέ Iƻǿ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻƴ 
him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And 
how are they to hear without someone preaching? [Question: Is your pastor more likely to reach your family 
members, neighbors, co-workers, and friends preaching the Gospel, or are you more likely?]  
 
  - 1 Peter 3:15 -- But in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 
 
  - Mark 13:10 -- And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations. 
 
  - 2 Timothy 4:2 -- Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 
complete patience and teaching. 
 
  - John 15:8 -- By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.  
 
  - Proverbs 11:30 -- The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and whoever captures souls is wise. 
 
  - 2 Corinthians 5:20 -- Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
 
  - Matthew 9:37 -- Then he said ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘ ƛǎ ǇƭŜƴǘƛŦǳƭΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōƻǊŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŜǿΤ 
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  - 1 Chronicles 16:24 -- Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples!  
 
  - 2 Timothy 4:5 -- As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 6 Feb 19: Commit to sharing the Gospel message with at least 
one person today. Then, repeat every day.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 6, Day 4, Thursday, 7 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+27%2C+28%3B+proverbs+7%3B+acts+1 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Thursday, 7 February 19: 
 
Note: Here is a short video overview of Acts, chapters 1-12: https://thebibleproject.com/explore/acts/ 
 
¸ŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ Ƙƻǿ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǎǳǎΥ 
ά!ƭƭ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ Dƻ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I 
ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ȅƻǳΦ !ƴŘ ōŜƘƻƭŘΣ L ŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜΦέ (Matthew 28:18-20) Today in 
Acts, the author, [ǳƪŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǿƻǊŘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Iƛǎ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǎŎensions ς άBut you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ ό!Ŏǘǎ мΥуύ !ƎŀƛƴΣ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ Iƛǎ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊld, with an inside-
out approach, locally to globally. We also see how our mission is empowered, not by our own talents, skills and 
abilities, but by the Holy Spirit. How much time do we have to proclaim the Gospel before the Final Judgment? άLǘ 
is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority.έ ό!Ŏǘǎ мΥтύ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƘǳƳŀƴ 
uncertainty should instill a sense of urgency for those we love.  
 
So how do a bunch of simple people possibly proclaim the Gospel to the whole world? Step 1: Pray together in one 
accord ς άAll these with one accord were devoting themselves to prayer, together with the women and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and his brothers.έ ό!Ŏǘǎ мΥмпύ {ǘŜǇ нΥ ¢ŀƪŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ς άPeter stood up among the 
brothersΧΦέ ό!Ŏǘǎ мΥмрύ ²ƘŜƴ DƻŘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ǇǊŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŘŜƭŀȅ ς delayed obedience is disobedience.  
 
  - 2 Corinthians 6:2 -- Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 7 Feb 19: Be a witness wherever you are by making the reign of 
Christ visible in your life. Pray that the Holy Spirit will guide you in the sharing of the Gospel with at least one 
person today.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 6, Day 5, Friday, 8 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+29%2C+30%3B+proverbs+8%3B+acts+2 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Friday, 8 February 19: 
 
Acts 2:37-47 ς άΩ.ǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ ŘƻΚΩ !ƴŘ tŜǘŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ΨwŜǇŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ 
the name oŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΧΦΩ {ƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƭǎΧΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΩ ǘŜŀŎƘing and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And 
awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who 

https://thebibleproject.com/explore/acts/
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believed were together and had all things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and 
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking 
bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with 
all ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊ Řŀȅ ōȅ Řŀȅ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎŀǾŜŘΦέ 
 
Acts 2 demonstrates the Great Commandment of love and the Great Commission in execution and should serve as 
the model today. Acts 2 also shows us the indicators of a true church ς love, presences of the Holy Spirit, faithful 
ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΣ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ όōŀǇǘƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊύΣ 
membership, witnessing, evangelism, ministry, worship, discipleship, individual/corporate prayer, and regular 
growth.  
 
The power of the Holy Spirit was evident in this church, which was full of believers who proclaimed the Gospel to 
sinners. As with John the Baptist and Jesus, these believers first proclaimed the need for repentance, a word rarely 
heard today. Those who accepted the Lord were immediately baptized and then entered into true community with 
other believers, devoting themselves wholeheartedly to instruction, fellowship, and prayer (true discipleship), not 
every Sunday but every day! They cheerfully took care of the tangible needs of everyone in the church, even selling 
their possessions to do it, and they gave immediately ς άDo not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when 
it is in your power to do it.έ όtǊƻǾŜǊōǎ оΥнтύ What was the consequence?  ά¢he Lord added to their number day by 
day those who were being saved.έ And those added represented many cultures ς άdevout men from every nation 
under heavenΧΦ the multitude came together,έ a Holy Spirit reversal of the Tower of Babel curse and a 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ yet to be fulfilled in completeness (Acts 2:5ς6; Genesis 11:1-9) --  
 
Revelation 7:9-12 -- After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every 
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in 
ǿƘƛǘŜ ǊƻōŜǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀƭƳ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŎǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǳŘ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ά{ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ DƻŘ 
ǿƘƻ ǎƛǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŀƳōΗέ !ƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘhe angels were standing around the throne and around the 
elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, 
ά!ƳŜƴΗ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ to our God forever 
ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊΗ !ƳŜƴΦέ 
 
Does your church experience match the Acts 2 experience? If not, why not? Some might say that Acts 2 describes a 
άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭέ ƳƻǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ L ǎŜŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƛndicate 
that God intended to limit His Spirit after these days ς άThe Lord iǎΧ not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should reach repentance.έ όн tŜǘŜǊ оΥуΣ фύ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŘƻŜǎ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ άǉǳŜƴŎƘέ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ άƎǊƛŜǾŜέ ǘƘŜ 
Spirit, and get out of step with the Spirit. Perhaps, we are limiting the SpiritΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǾƛǾŀƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 8 Feb 19: Pray for revival within the church.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 6, Day 6, Saturday, 9 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+31%2C+32%3B+proverbs+9%3B+psalm+16 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Saturday, 9 February 19: 
 
Exodus 32:25 ς άMoses saw that the people had broken loose (for Aaron had let them break loose, to the derision 
of their enemies)ΧΦέ 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƧǳƳǇǎ ƻǳǘ ŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ 9ȄƻŘǳǎ он ƛǎ Ƙƻǿ άǉǳƛŎƪƭȅέ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀǎǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ aƻǎŜǎΩ ŀōǎŜƴŎŜΦ .ǳǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƪŜȅ ǘŀƪŜ-ŀǿŀȅ ƛǎ !ŀǊƻƴΩǎ ǳǘǘŜǊ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊΦ  
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Remember, in Exodus 17, the Israelites were on the verge of stoning Moses, and Moses challenged them, ά²Ƙȅ Řƻ 
ȅƻǳ ǉǳŀǊǊŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΚ ²Ƙȅ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΚέ Moses went to the Lord in prayer, and God brought the people 
water miraculously.  
 
Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜǎ ƎǊǳƳōƭŜ ǘƻ !ŀǊƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
people and even leads them in their abomination, proclaiming, ά¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ŦŜŀǎǘ ǘƻ the Lord,έ a shocking 
blasphemy.  
 
Lƴ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘ ǘƻ !ŀǊƻƴΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ-centered, spineless leadership (inspired by self-preservation), Moses intercedes to the 
[ƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎΣ ǎƛƴŦǳƭ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άLf you will forgive their sinτbut if not, 
please blot me out of your book that you have writtenΦέ As a true leader, Moses took responsibility for the sins of 
the people and sought to reconcile them with the Lord. In contrast, when Moses rebukes Aaron for his complete 
leadership failure, Aaron respondsΣ άLet not the anger of my lord burn hot. You know the people, that they are set 
on evil.έ wŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΣ !ŀǊƻƴ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ deflects 
responsibility, blaming ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ DƻŘΩǎ word specifically makes the point ς ά¢he people had broken 
loose for Aaron had let them break looseΧΦέ  
 
God calls His people to be leaders, leaders in family, community, church, government, and society. Leadership 
comes with great responsibility, and leaders are held accountable by God. The foundation of leadership is 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ DƻŘΦ {ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƻƴŎŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά[ŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦέ WŜǎǳǎ 
ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ²ŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ƪƴowing Christ, following Christ, 
revealing Christ to others, and empowering others to follow Christ.  
 
And the way of Christ-like leadership is the cross, selfless sacrifice for others for the purpose of their reconciliation 
with God. Leaders, with a genuine heart for both God and others, seek to protect others from their own sinfulness, 
while seeking to draw them closer to Christ that they would no longer desire to sin. Moses, unlike Aaron, 
established and enforced rules as an external control for people who lacked internal control (self-control), not for 
Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛƴΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ōǊƻƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƴŜŘΣ aƻǎŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
despise them, he prayed for them earnestlyΣ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ŀǎ DƻŘ directed, and then 
moved forward, never giving up on those God had given him to lead. The question for us today is, do we lead more 
like Moses or Aaron? Do we truly know the Way and show the Way, Jesus? How are we protecting others from sin, 
while promoting their reconciliation (unity) with God?  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 9 Feb 19: Lead someone to Christ today?  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 6, Day 7, Sunday, 10 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+33%2C+34%3B+proverbs+10%3B+psalm+17%2C+18 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Sunday, 10 February 19: 
 
Exodus 33:1, 2 ς άThe Lord said to Moses, ΨDepart; go up from here, you and the people whom you have brought 
up out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, άTo your offspring I 
will give it.έ I will send an angel before you, and I will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.Ωέ  
 
Here we see a pattern repeated throughout the Bible ς DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ IŜ ŘƻŜǎ, 
through His power, what we could never do without Him. God made a promise to Moses and the Israelites, and 
God commanded them to act according to that promise, with boldness, complete confidence, and full 
commitment. When God makes a promise, it is a sure thing ς but we must act on that sure thing, and how we act 
determines not only how much we will actually benefit from that sure thing but also reveals to others what we 
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really think about our God. ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 
glorifying God to others.  
 
Think about what Jesus said in Matthew about the Kingdom of Heaven ς ά¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ 
hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that 
field. Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great 
ǾŀƭǳŜΣ ǿŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƭŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴŘ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘΦέ όMatthew 13:44, 45) When you truly believe in the unseen 
ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ and His Sovereignty, you will invest fully iƴ ƛǘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ΨǎŜƭƭ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
ƘŀǾŜΣΩ ȅƻǳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀǊƭ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾŀƭǳŜΦ 
 
When God offers a gift, it is free, but you must take it in order to possess it. God offers the free gift of salvation 
through faith in Christ, but a person must take it. Likewise, God offers you sanctification and blessings through 
obedience to Him, but you must have faith to cross ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ΨwŜŘ {ŜŀΩ ǘƘŜ ΨWƻǊŘƻƴ wƛǾŜǊΣΩ day by day, in loving, 
confidence, fully committed obedience to experience the fullness of His promises ς άIf you keep my 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀōƛŘŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭƻǾŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ƪŜǇǘ Ƴȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀōƛŘŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ 
These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.έ όWƻƘƴ мрΥмлΣ ммύ 
Through it all, God does not remove the challenges, He uses them for your development into Christ-like character, 
your ultimate benefit, ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ Iƛǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ άDƻ up from hereΧ to the [place] of which I sworeΧ ώŀnd] I will send an 
angel before youΧΦέ 
 
Hebrews 11:6 ς άAnd without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.έ 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 10 Feb 19: ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅΣ άŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅΦέ 
 
 
WEEK 7, Day 1, Monday, 11 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+35%2C+36%3B+proverbs+11%3B+acts+3 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Monday, 11 February 19: 
 
Acts 3:19-21 ς άRepent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may 
come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, Jesus.έ 
 
Lƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜΦ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ōŜƎŀn with a call to repentance. Jesus began His ministry with a call to 
repentance, and now we are reading about the early church leaders doing the same. But today, a direct 
confrontation of sin with a call for repentance is increasingly viewed as insensitive and unloving.  
 
Peter and John were about as blunt with the crowd as could be imagined ς άo̧u denied the Holy and Righteous 
One, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the 
dead. To this we are witnesses.έ ό!Ŏǘǎ оΥмпΣ мрύ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƘŀǊǎƘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ  
condemn but rather to convict the audience of their need for repentance and salvation through Jesus ς άRepent 
therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence 
of the Lord, and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, JesusΦέ ό!Ŏǘǎ оΥмфΣ нлύ 
 
The Gospel message is a two-edged sword ǘƘŀǘ Ŏǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ōƻǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƻŦŦŜǊ of 
grace and salvation. Consider the below from Steve Lawson: 
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  - ά¢ƘŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǿǊŀǘƘ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ōƭŀŎƪ ǾŜƭǾŜǘ ōŀŎƪŘǊƻǇ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŀƳƻƴŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ ǘƻ 
shine brighter than ten thousand suns. It is upon the dark canvas of divine wrath that the splendor of His saving 
grace most fully radiates. Preaching the wrath of God most brilliantly showcases His gracious mercy toward 
sinners. Like trumpeters on the castle wall warning of coming disaster, preachers must proclaim the full counsel of 
God. Those who stand in pulpits must preach the whole body of truth in the Scriptures, which includes both 
sovereign wrath and supreme love. They cannot pick and choose what they want to preach. Addressing the wrath 
of God is never optional for a faithful preacherτƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜΦ ¢ǊŀƎƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ 
impending judgment is absent from many contemporary pulpits. Preachers have become apologetic regarding the 
wrath of God, if not altogether silent. In order to magnify the love of God, many argue, the preacher must 
ŘƻǿƴǇƭŀȅ Iƛǎ ǿǊŀǘƘΦ .ǳǘ ǘƻ ƻƳƛǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƻōǎŎǳǊŜ Iƛǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜΦ {ǘǊŀƴƎŜƭȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƳŜǊŎƛƭŜǎǎ ǘƻ 
ǿƛǘƘƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǾŜƴƎŜŀƴŎŜΧΦ 9ǾŜǊȅ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƻǊ ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛȊŜ Iis 
holiness, love, and righteousness. Because God is holy, He is separated from all sin and utterly opposed to every 
sinner. Because God is love, He delights in purity and must, of necessity, hate all that is unholy. Because God is 
righteous, He must punisƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǾƛƻƭŀǘŜǎ Iƛǎ ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎΧΦ LǊƻƴƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ WŜǎǳǎ ƘŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǿǊŀǘƘ 
ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΦ hǳǊ [ƻǊŘ ǎǇƻƪŜ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ IŜ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǊƴŜŘ 
ŀōƻǳǘ άŦƛŜǊȅ ƘŜƭƭέ όaŀǘǘΦ рΥннύ ŀƴŘ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ άŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴέ όтΥмоύ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ άǿŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƎƴŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘŜŜǘƘέ 
(8:12). Simply put, Jesus was a hellfire and damnation preacher. Men in pulpits would do well to follow the 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΧΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ call upon Him. If there is 
no divine wrath, there is no need for the cross, much less for the salvation of lost souls. From what would sinners 
ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΚ Lǘ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ǘƘat 
we find the cross to be such glorious news. Too many pulpiteers today boast in having a cross-centered ministry 
ōǳǘ ǊŀǊŜƭȅΣ ƛŦ ŜǾŜǊΣ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǿǊŀǘƘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΧΦ ¢ƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜ tŀǳƭ ǿŀǊƴǎ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άDƻŘ ǿƘƻ ƛƴŦƭƛŎǘǎ ǿǊŀǘƘέ όwƻƳΦ оΥрύ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ WŜǎǳǎ Ŏŀƴ άŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŀǘƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜέ όм 
¢ƘŜǎǎΦ мΥмлύΦ tŜǘŜǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ άǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƎƻŘƭȅέ όн tŜǘΦ оΥтύΦ WǳŘŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ 
ǘƘŜ άǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŦƛǊŜέ όWǳŘŜ тύΦ WƻƘƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ άǘƘŜ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀƳōέ όwŜǾΦ сΥмсύΦ /ƭŜŀǊƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ 
¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŎŜǎǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘΦ tǊŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ǎƘǊƛƴƪ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ 
proclaiming the righteous anger of God toward hell-deserving sinners. God has fixed a day in which He will judge 
the world in righteousness (Acts 17:31). That day is looming on the horizon. Like the prophets and Apostles, and 
even Christ Himself, we too must warn unbelievers of this coming dreadful day and compel them to flee to Christ, 
who alone is mighty to save.έ 
 
Now, consider these observations from John MacArthur:  
 
  - ά!ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǇƻƭƭǎΣ ǎƻƳŜ ум ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀŘǳƭǘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ул ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ 
go there when they die. By comparison, about 61 percent ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ƘŜƭƭΣ ōǳǘ ƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŀƴ м ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ 
they will go there. In other words, a slight majority of Americans still believe hell exists, but genuine fear of hell is 
almost nonexistent. 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛǾŜ ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ǘake hell very seriously anymore. For 
decades, many evangelicals have downplayed inconvenient biblical truths, neglecting any theme that seems to 
require somber reflection. Doctrines such as human depravity, divine wrath, the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and 
the reality of eternal judgment have disappeared from the evangelical messageΧΦ IŜƭƭΩǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŦŀǎƘƛƻƴ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜǎ 
how key portions of Christian theology have been influenced by a secular society that stresses individualism over 
authority and the human psyche over moral absolutes. The rise of psychology, the philosophy of existentialism, 
and the consumer culture have all dumped buckets of water on hellΧΦ Churches are under enormous pressure to 
be consumer-oriented. Churches today feel the need to be appealing rather than demandingΧΦ Once pop 
evangelism went into market analysis, hell was just dropped. When churches go door to door and conduct a 
ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŀƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ Χ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŜŀǊΣ άL ǿŀƴǘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ƎǳƛǘŀǊǎ ŀǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ŎŀǊ 
greŀǎŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ LΩƳ ƛƴ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦέΧ Only a few leading voices in the evangelical movement have lobbied boldly for a 
more orthodox approach to the doctrine of hell. They seem to be outnumbered by those who think the 
disappearance of hell is a positive developmentΧΦ It is a serious mistake to imagine that we improve Scripture or 
enhance its effectiveness by blunting its sharp edges. Scripture is a sword, not a cotton swab, and it needs to be 
fully unsheathed before it can be put to its intended useΧΦ The gospel is supposed to be an affront to fleshly pride, 
offensive to human sensibilities, foolishness in the eyes of worldly wisdom, and contrary to all carnal judgments. 
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No Christian teaching exemplifies those characteristics more powerfully than the doctrine of hell. It is an appalling 
truth. We rightly recoil at the thought of it. The doctrine of hell thus stands as a warning and a reminder of what a 
loathsome reality sin is. No reasonable or godly person delights in the reality of eternal damnation. God Himself 
says, ά!ǎ L ƭƛǾŜΣ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ DƻŘΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŎƪŜŘέ ό9ȊŜƪΦ ооΥммύΦ We do no one 
ŀƴȅ ŦŀǾƻǊǎ ōȅ ŘƻǿƴǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƻǊ ƴŜƎƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΧΦ We 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ threat of hell by refusing to speak or think of it. If we truly believe what the Bible 
ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŦŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƴƻ ǎŜƴǎŜ άƭƻǾƛƴƎέ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǎƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
appropriate alarm. What, after all, is the good news we proclaim in the gospel? It is not an announcement that no 
one really needs to fear God or fret about the possibility of hell. As a matter of fact, there would be no glad tidings 
at all if God merely intended to capitulate to the stubborn will of man and forgo the demands of His perfect 
righteousness. The good news is even better than most believers understand: God made a way for His 
righteousness and His love to be fully reconciled. In His incarnation, Christ fulfilled all righteousness (satisfying, not 
nǳƭƭƛŦȅƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ƭŀǿύΦ Lƴ Iƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ IŜ ǇŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǎƛƴ ƛƴ Ŧǳƭƭ όŀǎǎǳǊƛƴƎ 
the triumph of perfect justice). And in His resurrection from the dead, He put a powerful exclamation mark on His 
own perfect, finished work of atonement (thus sealing the promise of justification forever for those who trust Him 
as Lord and Savior). That is the message we must declare to a worldly culture utterly lacking any real fear of God. 
We cannot do it faithfully or effectively if from the very outset we have omitted the harsh truth Scripture declares 
ŀōƻǳǘ άǘƘŜ ŦǳǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ !ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅέ όwŜǾΦ мфΥмрύΦ 
 
True love speaks the truth in love.  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 11 Feb 19: Make a list of those people close to you who you 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀǊŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΦ tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ DƻŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ 
with them.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 7, Day 2, Tuesday, 12 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+37%2C+38%3B+proverbs+12%3B+acts+4 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Tuesday, 12 February 19: 
 
Acts 4:18-20 ς άSo they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter 
and John answered them, ΨWhether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must 
judge, for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.Ωέ 
 
Romans 13:1 is clear ς άLet every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except 
from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.έ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƛƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ну -- ά!ƭƭ 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ȅƻǳΦ !ƴŘ ōŜƘƻƭŘΣ L ŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜΦέ The ultimate Authority had 
commanded the Apostles to preach the Gospel, and no human authority could stop them; aƴŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎ 
point out ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘƛƴƎƭȅ άōƻƭŘέ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ άrulers and elders and scribesΣέ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ōŜƛƴƎ 
άuneducated, common menΦέ ²ƘȅΚ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ the power of the Holy Spirit.  And note 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜǇǘƛǾŜ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ resistant. The 
Apostles had the responsibility to proclaim the Gospel, but the responsibility to respond rested with the hearer.  
 
Are you ōƻƭŘƭȅ άpreaching the kingdom of God and teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness, 
unhinderedέ? (Acts 28:31) Or is something holding you back from fulfilling your primary calling -- laws, policy, 
social pressure, insecurity? You have been given full authority by Jesus, and He is with you.  άIf God is for us, who 
can be against us?έ όwƻƳŀƴǎ уΥомύ 
 



2019 Defenders Bible Reading Plan Study Notes 

69 

 

Romans 1:16 -- For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
 
Ephesians 6:18-20 -- To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, and also 
for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for 
which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it boldly, as I ought to speak. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 12 Feb 19: Pray that God will give you the courage to proclaim 
the Gospel unhindered.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 7, Day 3, Wednesday, 13 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=exodus+39%2C+40%3B+proverbs+13%3B+acts+5 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Wednesday, 13 February 19: 
 
Acts 5:38, 39 ς άLf this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; but if it is of God, you will not be able to 
ƻǾŜǊǘƘǊƻǿ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǎƛƴƎ DƻŘΗέ 
 
Gamaliel was a highly respected Pharisee and teacher of the law who understood the futility operating outside of 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ resƛǎǘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΦ  
 
άLŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀƴΧ ƛǎ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŦŀƛƭΦέ Are your plans of man? So many Christians are wearing themselves out trying 
to accomplish things God never intended for them to do. Too often, we ask God to bless what we want to do, or 
we tell God what we are going to do for Him, rather than waiting, praying, and obeying. Planning is an act of faith, 
stewardship and obedience when God has given the assignment, but it is an act of pride and futility when He 
ƘŀǎƴΩǘΦ Do you feel like there is just not enough time in the day to get done all you need to get done? As the old 
ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΣ ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŘƻΦέ  
 
  - Ecclesiastes 7:29 -- See, this alone I found, that God made man upright, but they have sought out many 
schemes. 
 
  - Psalm 127:1, 2 -- ά¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ōǳƛƭŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ƛǘ ƭŀōƻǊ ƛƴ ǾŀƛƴΦ ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿŀǘŎƘŜǎ 
over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain. It is in vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the 
bread of anxious toil; for he gives to his beloved sleep.έ 
 
  - Proverbs 23:4 -- Do not toil to acquire wealth; be discerning enough to desist. 
 
  - Proverbs 16:1-3, 9 -- The plans of the heart belong to man, but the answer of the tongue is from the Lord. All the 
ways of a man are pure in his own eyes, but the Lord weighs the spirit.  Commit your work to the Lord, and your 
Ǉƭŀƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΧΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴ Ǉƭŀƴǎ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ Ŝǎǘablishes his steps. 
 
  - Proverbs 19:21 -- Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the Lord that will stand. 
 
άLf it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow themΦέ Are your plans of God? If you are a part of what God is 
doing, ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŀǊǘΦ YŜȅΣ ƛǎ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘƭȅ 
following God and trusting Him with the outcome ς this requires faith. Doubt, fear, and pride cause us to deviate 
ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ άAnd without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near 
to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.έ όIŜōǊŜǿǎ ммΥсύ ! ƎƻƻŘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ 
ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŜ love/joy/peace/relationships test ς ά[ƻǾŜ ƛǎ 
patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not 
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irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes 
ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ƘƻǇŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ŜƴŘǳǊŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ [ƻǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜƴŘǎΦέ όм /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ моΥп-8) άCount it all joy, my 
brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds.έ (James 1:2ύ ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ, 
ōŜ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ōȅ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎǇƻǘ ƻǊ ōƭŜƳƛǎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǇŜŀŎŜΦέ όн tŜǘŜǊ оΥмпύ άDǊŀŎŜΣ ƳŜǊŎȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊϥǎ {ƻƴΣ ƛƴ ǘǊǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜΦέ ό2 John 1:3ύ ά¢ƘŜ 
blessing of the Lord makes rƛŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŀŘŘǎ ƴƻ ǎƻǊǊƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΦέ όtǊƻǾŜǊōǎ млΥннύ άCome to me, all who labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke ƛǎ ŜŀǎȅΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ƛǎ ƭƛƎƘǘΦέ (Matthew 11:28-30) 
άtŜŀŎŜ ōŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƎǊŜŜǘ ȅƻǳΦ DǊŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΣ ŜŀŎƘ ōȅ ƴŀƳŜΦέ όо WƻƘƴ мΥмрύ If what you are doing is 
robbing you of love, joy, peace, and relationships, you are not doing what God wants you to do. Pray for the Holy 
{ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ  
 
ά̧ ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǎƛƴƎ DƻŘΗέ Gamaliel makes a final important point, when we are not doing what 
God has called us to do, or if we find ourselves conflicting with those who are doing what God intends, we are 
actually opposing God Himself. This is a great sin. Many people, in the name of religion, are actually working 
against God, and this causes great division and conflict even within the church. The mark of a faithful church is 
unity with God and with each other, which always produces fruit. Where there is disunity, there is distance from 
God somewhere.  
 
  - Acts 26:14 -- And when we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language, 
Ψ{ŀǳƭΣ {ŀǳƭΣ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƴƎ ƳŜΚ Lǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƪƛŎƪ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻŀŘǎΦΩ 
 
  - Matthew 12:30 -- Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 
 
  - Matthew 25:44-46 ς άΨ[ƻǊŘΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŘƛŘ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƘǳƴƎǊȅ ƻǊ ǘƘƛǊǎǘȅ ƻǊ ŀ stranger or naked or sick or in prison, 
ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΚΩ ¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ Ψ¢ǊǳƭȅΣ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦΩ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ŀǿŀȅ ƛƴǘƻ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘhe righteous into 
ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 
 
  - Proverbs 16:7 -- ²ƘŜƴ ŀ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǿŀȅǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ƘŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŜǾŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛƳΦ 
 
  - Isaiah 14:24 -- ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻŦ Ƙƻǎǘǎ Ƙŀǎ ǎǿƻǊƴΥ ά!ǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘΣ ǎƻ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƛǘ ōŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜŘΣ ǎƻ ǎƘall it 
ǎǘŀƴŘΧΦέ  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 13 Feb 19: Give yourself the love/joy/peace/relationships test 
today. Pray that God will show you where you are deviating from His will and plan for your life and make a course 
correction today!  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 7, Day 4, Thursday, 14 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=leviticus+1%3B+proverbs+14%3B+acts+6 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Thursday, 14 February 19: 
 
Acts 6:4 ς άBut we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.έ 
 
Disputes among Christians and church divisions can be huge distractions from the Gospel and can greatly hinder 
the work of the church.  
 
WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ ƛƴ WƻƘƴ мт ς άΧthat they may all be one, 
just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have 
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sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, I in 
them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved 
them even as you loved me.έ όWƻƘƴ мтΥнм-23) Unity in Christ is the mark of a godly church.  
 
Recall that in Acts 2, the coming of the Holy Spirit reversed the Tower of Babel division among the people -- ά¢ƘŜ 
Lord added to their number day by day those who were being savedΧΦ devout men from every nation under 
ƘŜŀǾŜƴΧΦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ.έ (Acts 2:5ς6) However, iƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀǎ άthe disciples were 
increasing in numberΣέ cultural differences appear to have fueled perceptions (valid or invalid) of favoritism and 
neglect, causing conflict that threatened to divide the body of believers and hinder the preaching of the Gospel. 
This problem required direct, immediate attention by leaders who could be trusted reconcilers.  
 
Seven ΨŘŜŀŎƻƴǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ based on their reputation, their faith, their wisdom, and their fullness of the Holy 
Spirit, and Stephen was one of them. ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ άfull of grace and power, [did] great wonders and signs 
among the peopleΣέ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǎƻƳŜ άrose up and disputed with Stephen. But they could not withstand the wisdom and 
the Spirit with which he was speaking.έ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
agitators who eventually falsely accused Stephen of blasphemy. ²Ƙȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩt Stephen reconcile with these 
people? ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΣ άIt is these who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit.έ όJude 1:19) άFor 
the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are 
opposed to each otherΦέ όDŀƭŀǘƛŀƴǎ рΥмтύ 
 
WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά.ȅ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦέ όJohn 13:35) 
5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘŜǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅǎΣ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴs and public disputes 
ŀƳƻƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ άŘŜŦŜŀǘέ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ς ά.ǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ƭŀǿ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 
unbelievers? To have lawsuits at all with one another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? 
Why not rather be defrauded? But you yourselves wrong and defraudτeven your own brothers! Or do you not 
ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΚέ όм /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ сΥс-фύ ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ άNow 
the works of the flesh are evidentΧ enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envyΧ and 
things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of 
God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its 
passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, 
provoking one another, envying one another. (Galatian 5:19-26) 
 
The Bible teaches us how to protect the church from divisions: 
 
1) Romans 12:9-21 ς Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with 
brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the 
Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and 
seek to show hospitality. Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the 
lowly. Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the 
sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but 
ƭŜŀǾŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ ά±ŜƴƎŜŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƳƛƴŜΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǇŀȅΣ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ ¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅΣ άƛŦ 
your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; for by so doing you will heap burning 
Ŏƻŀƭǎ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΦέ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ōȅ ŜǾƛƭΣ ōǳǘ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ŜǾƛƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƎƻƻŘΦ 
 
2) Titus 3:10, 11 -- As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have nothing more 
to do with him, knowing that such a person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 14 Feb 19: Today, practice Romans 12:9-21.  
 
 



2019 Defenders Bible Reading Plan Study Notes 

72 

 

DBRP - WEEK 7, Day 5, Friday, 15 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=leviticus+2%2C+3%3B+proverbs+15%3B+acts+7 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Friday, 15 February 19: 
 
Acts 7:51-53 -- ά¸ƻǳ ǎǘƛŦŦ-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your 
fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who 
announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, you who 
ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ŀǎ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘΦέ 
 
 
 
Falsely accused of crimes warranting death, Stephen stood on trial before the Sanhedrin -- ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƘƛƳ 
ǎǇŜŀƪ ōƭŀǎǇƘŜƳƻǳǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ aƻǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΦέ What would you do? Stephen does not seek to directly defend 
his actions but rather uses the opportunity (the issue at hand) to serve as an ambassador for Christ and to 
challenge his accusers on their rejection of the Truth.  
 
{ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ōƻƭŘΣ ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿƻǊŘǎ aroused the Sanhedrin into a murderous rage, but Stephen, full of the Holy 
Spirit, only saw Jesus standing (not sitting) at the right hand of God, which Stephen also proclaimed to the crowd. 
Still his accusers refused to listen to him, and they stoned him.  
 
Many todŀȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŘŜŎǊȅ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ΨǿƛǎŘƻƳΩ ŀƴŘ ǘŀŎǘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴƘŜŘǊƛƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ 
argue that he was only casting άpearls before pigsέ ŀƴŘ sacrificing his future opportunities to influence. Perhaps he 
should have stuck with what many today Ŏŀƭƭ άǇǊŜ-ŜǾŀƴƎŜƭƛǎƳΣέ ƘƛƴǘƛƴƎ at the truth without over offending, hoping 
for future opportunities to share. tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǿƛǘƘƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǘƻ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǿŀǎ 
he was full of Holy Spirit discernment, not fear. Concerning Holy Spirit wisdom in discerning when to face 
persecution, John Bunyan in 1684 offered the following as shared previously on 11 January: 
 
ά¢Ƙƻǳ ƳŀȅŜǎǘ Řƻ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ LŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ŦƭȅΣ ŦƭȅΤ ƛŦ ƛǘ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘΣ ǎǘŀƴŘΦ 
Anything but a denial of the truth. He that flies, has warrant to do so; he that stands, has warrant to do so. Yea, the 
same man may both fly and stand, as the call and working of God with his heart may be. Moses fled, Ex. 2:15; 
Moses stood, Heb. 11:27. David fled, 1 Sam. 19:12; David stood, 1 Sam. 24:8. Jeremiah fled, Jer. 37:11ς 12; 
Jeremiah stood, Jer. 38:17. Christ withdrew himself, Luke 19:10; Christ stood, John 18:1ς8. Paul fled, 2 Cor. 11:33; 
Paul stood, Act 20:22ςноΦ Χ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦŜǿ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏŀǎe. The man himself is best able to judge concerning his 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǳǇƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǊ ŦƭȅΧΦ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ Ŧƭȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀ 
slavish fear, but rather because flying is an ordinance of God, opening a door for the escape of some, which door is 
ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦέ 
 
Nonetheless, inspired and empowered by the Holy Spirit, Stephen faced his trial and execution in stereo with that 
of His Savior, Jesus: Jesus said before Pilate, άFor this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the 
worldτto bear witness to the truth.έ όWƻƘƴ муΥотύ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ŀŎŎǳǎŜǊǎ ōƻǊŜ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Truth. On the 
cross, Jesus said, άCŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻΦέ (Luke 23:34) Similarly, Stephen said, 
ά[ƻǊŘΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƛƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ (Acts 7:60) On the Cross, Jesus, called ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǳŘ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ άCŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƛƴǘƻ 
ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ L ŎƻƳƳƛǘ Ƴȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΗέ !ƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ said this he breathed his last. (Luke 23:46) Likewise, as they were 
ǎǘƻƴƛƴƎ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΣ ƘŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻǳǘΣ ά[ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ Ƴȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΦέ (Acts 7:59) Truly, Stephen was a faithful disciple, 
ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊǘȅǊ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ΨǿƛǘƴŜǎǎΩύ άfull of faith and of the Holy Spiritέ ό!Ŏǘǎ сΥрύ ǿƘƻ ƎƭƻǊƛŦƛŜŘ DƻŘ 
unto death. May we be so bold and faithful in the Holy Spirit when opportunities to share the Gospel and glorify 
God arise. 
 
  - 2 Kings 7:9 -- ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Řŀȅ ƛǎ a day of good news. If we are 
silent and wait until the morning light, punishment will overtake us. 
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  - Proverbs 25:25 -- Like cold water to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country. 
 
  - Proverbs 3:27 -- Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to do it. 
 
  - Ephesians 5:16 ς Mak[e] the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 
 
  - Proverbs 27:1 -- Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring. 
 
  - Isaiah 52:7 -- How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes 
ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ǿƘƻ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎΣ ǿƘƻ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ½ƛƻƴΣ ά¸ƻǳǊ DƻŘ ǊŜƛƎƴǎΦέ 
 
  - Isaiah 61:1 -- The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the 
poor; he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
prison to those who are bound; 
 
  - Luke 3:18 -- So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 
 
  - Luke 4:18 -- ά¢ƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǳǇƻƴ ƳŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΦ 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who 
are oppressed, 
 
  - Luke 4:43 -- ōǳǘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άL Ƴǳǎǘ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻǿƴǎ ŀǎ 
ǿŜƭƭΤ ŦƻǊ L ǿŀǎ ǎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦέ 
 
  - Luke 7:22 -- And he aƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ άDƻ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ WƻƘƴ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘΥ ǘƘŜ ōƭƛƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news 
preached to them. 
 
  - Luke 8:1 -- Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and bringing the good news of the 
kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, 
 
  - Romans 10:15 -- !ƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎŜƴǘΚ !ǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ άIƻǿ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜǘ ƻŦ 
those who preacƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΗέ 
 
  - Mark 13:10 -- And the gospel must first be proclaimed to all nations. 
 
  - Mark 16:15 -- !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ άDƻ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
  - Acts 20:24 -- But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course 
and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 
 
  - Romans 1:16 -- For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
 
  - Romans 15:20 -- I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been named, lest I 
ōǳƛƭŘ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜϥǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΧΦ 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 9:12 -- Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure anything rather than put 
an obstacle in the way of the gospel of Christ. 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 9:23 -- I do it all for the sake of the gospel, that I may share with them in its blessings. 
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  - Ephesians 6:18-20 -- To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, and also 
for me, that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospelΧΦ 
 
  - 2 Timothy 1:8 -- Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, nor of me his prisoner, but share 
ƛƴ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΧΦ 
 
  - 1 Peter 4:6 -- For this is why the gospel was preached even to those who are dead, that though judged in the 
flesh the way people are, they might live in the spirit the way God does. 
 
 - 2 Timothy 4:2 -- Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with 
complete patience and teaching. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 15 Feb 19: Share the Gospel with someone today.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 7, Day 6, Saturday, 16 February 2019  
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=lev+4%2C+5%3B+proverbs+16%3B+psalm+19 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Saturday, 16 February 19: 
 
Psalm 19:12, 13 -- ά²Ƙƻ Ŏŀƴ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴ Ƙƛǎ ŜǊǊƻǊǎΚ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŜ ƳŜ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ŦŀǳƭǘǎΦ YŜŜǇ ōŀŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ 
also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me! Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of 
greaǘ ǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΦέ 
 
Yesterday morning in a pre-work fellowship group (highly recommended), we were reviewing the Beatitudes in 
Matthew 5 and Luke 6 ς  
 
  - ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ  
  - ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƳƻǳǊƴΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŜŘΦέ  
  - ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜƪΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ  
  - ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘǳƴƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘΦέ  
  - ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǊŎƛŦǳƭΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƳŜǊŎȅΦέ  
  - ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŜ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ for they shall see God.έ  
  - ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜƳŀƪŜǊǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ  
  - ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΩ ǎŀƪŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ  
  - ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǊŜǾƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ Ǉersecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account.έ 
  - Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you.έ  
 
I see these heart conditions as both the starting point for growth in Christ and as continuing actions (or attitudes) 
for growth in Christ, reflected in the referenced Psalms above. This is a humble, contrite spirit that recognizes 
ƘƛǎκƘŜǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƛƴŀŘŜǉǳŀŎȅ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅΣ ƎǊŀŎŜ (forgiveness and salvation through 
faith alone in Christ alone) and Holy Spirit empowerment, revelation, conviction, coaching, and encouragement, 
ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜ tǎŀƭƳƛǎǘ ƛǎ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ, joyful mourner 
who, with earnest, nagging desire (άhunger and thirstέ) for a closer relationship with God, realizes his inadequacy 
ǘƻ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ΨǎŜƭŦΣΩ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŜŘ and satisfied (now, but still not quite yet) by ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΦ 
άWho can discern his errors? Declare me innocent from hidden faults.έ ²Ŝ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άsharp two-edged swordέ of 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ and the revealing Light of the Holy Spirit to expose our hearts, to strengthen or faith in Christ, and to 
guide us to greater Christ-like character, while conǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƳƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ΨŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘΩ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ 
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However, the Bible warns us not to grieve the Holy Spirit (Ephesian 4:30), quench the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19), 
or get out of step with the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:25). 
 
άKeep back your servant also from presumptuous sinsΦέ Lƴ [ǳƪŜ сΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǘƛǘǳŘŜǎΣ WŜǎǳǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ŀ ŦŜǿ ΨǿƻŜǎΩ 
--   
 
  - ά.ǳǘ ǿƻŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǊƛŎƘΣ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  
  - ά²ƻŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƴƻǿΣ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΦέ 
  - άWoe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep.έ  
  - ά²ƻŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǿƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǿŜƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ ŦƻǊ ǎƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊǎ ŘƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΦέ 
 
We get grieve the Holy Spirit, quench the Holy Spirit and get out of step with the Holy Spirit when we get prideful, 
presumptuous, self-centered, and self-righteous, when we get complacent in our disciple disciplines, when we 
start to lose perspective on our total reliance on God ς  
 
  - Romans 12:3 -- For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned. 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 10:12 -- Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 
 
  - 2 Peter 1:3-11 -- His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and 
very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from 
the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. For this very reason, make every effort to supplement 
your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with 
steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection 
with love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in 
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having 
forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your 
calling and election, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. For in this way there will be richly 
provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 16 Feb 19: Pray Psalm 19 today.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 7, Day 7, Sunday, 17 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=lev+6%2C+7%3B+proverbs+17%3B+psalm+20%2C+21 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Sunday, 17 February 19: 
 
Psalm 20:9; Psalm 21:13 -- O Lord, save the king! May he answer us when we callΧΦ .Ŝ ŜȄŀƭǘŜŘΣ h [ƻǊŘΣ in your 
strength! We will sing and praise your power. 
 
Trust and Praise. Psalm 20 and 21 remind to trust the Lord and Praise Him both in άǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜέ όtǎŀƭƳ нлΥмύ 
and when He gives ǳǎ ƻǳǊ άƘŜŀǊǘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜΦέ όtǎŀƭƳ нмΥнύ wƻƳŀƴǎ уΥнуΣ нф ǎŀȅǎΣ άCor those who love God all things 
work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers.έ Lƴ perfect, unfailing love, God uses both good times and bad times to reveal Himself to us more and 
more, to draw us increasingly closer to Him, to reveal Himself to others through our lives, to conform us to the 
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image of His Son, and to ready us for good works which He has prepared for us in advance, that we would be 
instruments and messengers of His grace to others.  
 
άNow I know that the Lord savesΧΦ {ƻƳŜ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƛƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ƘƻǊǎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 
our God. They collapse and ŦŀƭƭΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǊƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǳǇǊƛƎƘǘΦέ όtǎŀƭƳ нлΥтΣ уύ Through trials, God teaches us to 
rely on His strength rather than our ownΣ ŀƴŘ IŜ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ Iƛǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅΣ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΦ ά¸ƻǳΧ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǘƘƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛǇǎΦέ όtǎŀƭƳ нмΥнύ When God blesses us, we are further reminded on His love 
and grace but also refreshed in spirit, renewed in joy, and strengthened in faith.  
 
The key, whether facing bad times or good times, is to continually draw closer to God, not further away. In 
tǊƻǾŜǊōǎΣ !ƎǳǊ ǇǊŀȅǎΣ ά¢ǿƻ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ŀǎƪ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΧ ƎƛǾŜ ƳŜ ƴŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ƴƻǊ ǊƛŎƘŜǎΤ ŦŜŜŘ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
ƴŜŜŘŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ ƭŜǎǘ L ōŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƴȅ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ Ψ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΚΩ ƻǊ ƭŜǎǘ L ōŜ Ǉoor and steal and profane the 
ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ DƻŘΦέ We must guard our hearts against pride and presumption, which can cause us to become 
complacent (crass and smug) during good times and callous in bad times, hindering our relationship with God.  
 
Certainly Christians can rest upon the assurance of DƻŘΩǎ saving grace and trust the benevolence and beneficence 
of his common grace (what He provides or withholds), but we must be cautious not to become so accustomed to 
grace we are no longer amazed by grace and then start demanding grace as if it were our entitlement, losing sight 
of the holiness and sovereignty of God. As the old Scottish prayer goes, άaŀȅ DƻŘ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǳǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘ 
of grace, thenΧ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƎǊŀǘŜŦǳƭΦέ Perhaps our gratitude for grace is best revealed by how we show grace and 
proclaim grace to others. 
 
In all circumstances trust and praise God.  
 
  - Psalm 34:1-4 -- I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul makes its 
boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad. Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name 
together! I sought the Lord, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears. 
 
  - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 -- Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 
 
  - Philippians 4:4-9 -- Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there 
is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received and heard and seen in 
meτpractice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
  - 2 Peter 3:18 -- But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both 
now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 
 
  - 2 Corinthians 9:8 -- And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at 
all times, you may abound in every good work. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 17 Feb 19: wŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǳǇƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻŘŀȅ, be amazed, sing His 
praises, and show grace to all in His Name!  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 8, Day 1, Monday, 18 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=leviticus+8%2C+9%3B+proverbs+18%3B+acts+8 
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Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Monday, 18 February 19: 
 
Acts 8:3, 4 ς άSaul was ravaging the churchΧΦ Now those who were scattered went about preaching the word.έ 
 
Saul was intent on crushing Christianity ς DƻŘ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇƭŀƴΦ DƻŘ ǳǎŜŘ {ŀǳƭΩǎ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƪŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ άǎŀƭǘέ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ more broadly across many peoples. Also, God had a 
Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ {ŀǳƭ ƛƴǘƻ tŀǳƭΣ άa servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of GodΧ 
ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ όwƻƳŀƴǎ мΥмΤ 9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ мΥмύ  
 
Note how the apostles responded to persecution: they avoided it while continuing to proclaim Christ where they 
could -- άAnd the crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being ǎŀƛŘΧΦ as they were going along the 
roadΧΦ as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. (Acts 8:6, 40) 
 
Some take-aways: 
 
мύ bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƻǇ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƭŀƴΦ  
2) God works all things together for good for those who love Him and are called according to His purpose. God has 
placed you where you are and in your circumstances for a reason ς proclaim Christ where you are as the Holy Spirit 
leads! 
3) There are times to stay and times to go, times to fight and times to withdraw; either way, follow the leading of 
the Holy Spirit and proclaim Christ! 
4ύ ¸ƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴ ǎǘƻǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά{ŀǳƭǎέ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ς IŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ άtŀǳƭǎΦέ 
5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ .Ŝ ŀ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΦ The Holy Spirit will move where the Holy Spirit 
moves. You communicate, and the Holy Spirit convicts.  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 18 Feb 19: Share the Gospel today where God has placed you, 
ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ IŜ ǿƻƴΩǘΦ  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 8, Day 2, Tuesday, 19 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=leviticus+10%2C+11%3B+proverbs+19%3B+acts+9 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Tuesday, 19 February 19: 
 
Acts 9:4, 5 ς άAnd falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, ΨSaul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?Ω  
And he said, ΨWho are you, Lord?Ωέ 
 
Acts 9:17 ς άSo Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he said, ΨBrother Saul, the 
Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit.Ωέ 
 
God chose Saul, Saul did not choose God. Quite the contrary, Saul was a sworn enemy of Christ. Nonetheless, God 
would further demonstrate His sovereignty through the life of Saul. God stopped Saul in his tracks and transformed 
his life, and there was nothing Saul could do about it.  
 
Lƴ Iƛǎ {ƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅΣ DƻŘ ŎƘƻǎŜ !ƴŀƴƛŀǎ ŀǎ Iƛǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΣ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ !ƴŀƴƛŀǎΩ ŘƛǎƳŀȅΦ hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ DƻŘ 
demonstrates that His thoughts are not our thoughts and His ways are not our ways ς who would have dreamed of 
such a thing? Certainly not Ananias.     
 
Note too that God said when Saul persecuted Christians, he was actually persecuting Him. 
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Some takeaways: God saves who He shall save, and He takes the initiative in salvation, not us. God calls His 
disciples, led by the Holy Spirit and under His authority, to participate in what He is doing in the lives of others, and 
as people treat His disciples, so they treat Him. When disciples are persecuted, they are in fellowship with Christ ς 
ά.ǳǘ ǊŜƧƻƛŎŜ ƛƴǎƻŦŀǊ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀǊŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘϥǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is 
ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘΦέ ό1 Peter 4:13ύ άΧǘƘŀǘ L Ƴŀȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ǎƘŀǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎΣ 
becoming like him in his death. (Philippians 3:10ύ άCƻǊ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ the sake of Christ you 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǎŀƪŜΧΦέ όPhilippians 1:29ύ ά{ƘŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊ 
ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎǳǎΦέ ό2 Timothy 2:3) 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 19 Feb 19:  Pray that God will guide you in the Spirit to serve as 
His ambassador in the lives of those around you He is calling.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 8, Day 3, Wednesday, 20 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=leviticus+12%2C+13%3B+proverbs+20%3B+acts+10 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Wednesday, 20 February 19: 
 
Romans 10:28, 34, 35 -- άGod has shown me that I should not call any person common or uncleanΧΦ Truly I 
understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him.έ  
 
What an incredible moment in history (His story) we read today in Acts 10! In this chapter, God tears down every 
man-made social stratification on all positions of human pride to distinguish between only two groups of people, 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŦŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ {ƻƳŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜƭƻǿ --  
 
  - ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƴŀƳŜŘ /ƻǊƴŜƭƛǳǎΦΦΣ ŀ ŘŜǾƻǳǘ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŦŜŀǊŜŘ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘΣ ƎŀǾŜ ŀƭƳǎ 
generously to the people, and prayed continually tƻ DƻŘΦέ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǘǊŀƛǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ƛǎ 
ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘȅ όΨŀƭƳǎΩ ŀǊŜ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊΣ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƘŜύΦ wŜƳŜƳōŜǊΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ǿŜ 
ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ¢ŀōŀǘƘŀ άǿŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΦέ ό!Ŏǘǎ фΥосύ Charity is the evidence of righteousness 
used for both Job and the Proverbs 31 woman. It is the mark of genuine worship and love for God, and it separates 
the true disciple from the hypocrite (actor). The generous giver is blessed by God. Twice today, CorƴŜƭƛǳǎΩ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƛǎ 
praised -- ά¸ƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƭƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘΧΦ /ƻǊƴŜƭƛǳǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƭƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘΦέ ό!Ŏǘǎ млΥпΣ !Ŏǘǎ млΥомύ ¢ƘŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǘŀƭƪǎ 
about is radiŎŀƭΣ ǎƘƻŎƪƛƴƎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎΣ ƘŀƴŘǎ άǿƛŘŜέ ƻǇŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǎŜŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ƳŜŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘΦ 
Cornelius was known by both God and the community as a generous giver. Are you? Is charity one of the primary 
character traits others would use to describe you? Cornelius was also recognized as being a person who prayed 
continuously, and his prayers were heard by God (powerful). Again, the true disciple is known for prayer. How 
about you? Are you known as a person of prayer? Note that tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜǾŜlation was received during 
his time of prayer (Acts 10:9-6). What is God revealing to you in your times of prayer?  
 
  - άώ/ƻǊƴŜƭƛǳǎϐ called two of his servants and a devout soldier from among those who attended himΧΦέ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
knew Cornelius was a believer, but Cornelius also knew who among both his servants and soldiers were believers 
ǘƻ ōŜ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ /ƻǊƴŜƭƛǳǎ άrelated everything to themΦέ /ƻǊƴŜƭƛǳǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ wƻƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘƭȅ 
a servant to God who apparently had figured out how tƻ Řƻ ōƻǘƘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ 
groups within his work environment. Note that for this special assignment, Cornelius used his position and 
specifically assigned believers to carry out a mission directed by God for the Kingdom of God. Do you know who 
the believers are where you work? What are you doing together within your work environment to share the 
Gospel?  
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  - ά²ƘŜƴ tŜǘŜǊ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘΣ /ƻǊƴŜƭƛǳǎ ƳŜǘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƭƭ Řƻǿƴ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇŜŘ ƘƛƳΧΦ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ 
Ψ¸ƻǳ ȅƻǳǊǎelves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of another nation, but God 
has shown me that I should not call any person common or unclean. So when I was sent for, I came without 
ƻōƧŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ L ŀǎƪ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳ ǎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦΩέ όActs 10:25-29ύ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ 
shocking significance of the events that occur in Acts 10: A Roman Centurion kneeling in reverence before a devout 
Messianic Jew who had agreed to enter his home despite Jewish law, all to mark the commencement of the 
pouring out of the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles. A Jew visiting a Centurion, and a Centurion bowing down to a Jew 
would have created a shocking, unthinkable scene in that day, challenging the deep-rooted beliefs and customs of 
all involved. However, the god-ŦŜŀǊƛƴƎ ƳŜƴ Ǉǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭ ŜƭǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
The power of God destroys all barriers. God does not celebrate diversity; He provides unity in Christ. God created 
ǘƘŜ ΨǳƴƛǾŜǊǎŜΩ ς the combination of two words, unity and diversity. God brings different things and people in 
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ IŜ ƛǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ά/ƻŜȄƛǎǘέ ƳƻƳŜƴǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ /ƻǊƴŜƭƛǳǎ ŀƴŘ tŜǘŜǊ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 
ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ƻǊ ǎŀȅΣ άLΩƳ ƻƪΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƻƪΦέ bƻΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘǿƻ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǎǳǊǊŜƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛǎ άƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƪΣ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘǊƛǎǘΤέ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ άŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ IƛƳ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǎƛƴǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜ ό!Ŏǘǎ млΥпоύΦέ wŀŎŜΣ ŜǘƘƴicity, gender, social 
status, etc. are not virtues. But nothing of man is virtuous ς ƴƻ Ƴŀƴ Ŏŀƴ ōƻŀǎǘΦ ά.ǳǘ ŦŀǊ ōŜ ƛǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜ ǘƻ ōƻŀǎǘ 
ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ōȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ 
(Galatians 6:14). άSo let no one boast in men.έ ό1 Corinthians 3:21) ά¢Ǌǳƭȅ L ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƴƻ 
ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŦŜŀǊǎ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦέ DƻŘ ǎƘƻǿǎ ƴƻ 
ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭƛǘȅΤ Řƻ ȅƻǳΚ Lƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ only two classes of people ς saved and unsaved. Christians should 
reject all other social classifications or stratifications ŀǎ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ΨǿƻǊǘƘƛƴŜǎǎΩ.  
 
  - ά¢ƻ ƘƛƳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ōŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ sins through his 
ƴŀƳŜΦέ (Acts 10:43) This is the Gospel we are called to preach. There is no other name by which a person may be 
saved but the name of Jesus.  
 
  - άΩ/ŀƴ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘƘƻƭŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ōŀǇǘƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΚΩ 
And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some 
ŘŀȅǎΦέ (Acts 10:47, 48) Baptism was immediate.  
 
Lƴ !Ŏǘǎ мл ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǘŀŎǘƛŎŀƭΩ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ ну ς 
άGo therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜΦέ tŜǘŜǊ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ Ψŀƭƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ όƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŦŀǊ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘύΣ ƘŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘŀǘ 
ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ άƻōŜȅΣέ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ōŀǇǘƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƭƭ ǳƴŘŜr the power and authority of Jesus which removed all human 
obstacles. How are you participating in the Great Commission in your town?  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 20 Feb 19: Find out who the Christians are where you work, 
fellowship with them, and pray that God will use you as a team to fulfill the Great Commission.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 8, Day 4, Thursday, 21 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=leviticus+14%2C+15%3B+proverbs+21%3B+acts+11 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Thursday, 21 February 19: 
 
Acts 11:26 ς άFor a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many people. And in Antioch the 
disciples were first called Christians.έ 
 
The plot thickens as we see how God puts disparate people and circumstances together to build His church and 
spread the Gospel to all nations. Antioch was an important, cosmopolitan city of influence, full of Jews and 
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Gentiles. Antioch is first mentioned in Acts 6 when, during a time of dispute between the Hebrews and Hellenists, 
seven devout and reputable men were selected (as deacons) to equitably care for the needs of the people. One of 
those seven was Nicolaus, a proselyte (convert to Judaism, and subsequent believer in Christ) of Antioch.  
 
Today, we read that during the persecution and scattering of the church after StephenΩs execution, some believers 
ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ !ƴǘƛƻŎƘΣ άspeaking the word to no one except Jews.έ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƭǎo went to Antioch 
άpreaching the Lord Jesusέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IŜƭƭŜƴƛǎǘǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΣ άŀnd the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number 
who believed turned to the Lord.έ ό!Ŏǘǎ ммΥнмύ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ƛƴ 
!ƴǘƛƻŎƘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜƴǘ .ŀǊƴŀōŀǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘȅΚ άCor he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great 
many people were added to the Lord.έ ό!Ŏǘǎ ммΥнпύ Then, Barnabas went to Tarsus to get Saul and bring him to 
Antioch. ²ƘȅΚ [ƛƪŜƭȅ .ŀǊƴŀōŀǎ ǊŜŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƘŀŘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ƻŦ {ŀǳƭΣ άIe is a chosen instrument of mine to 
carry my name before the GentilesΦέ ό!Ŏǘǎ фΥмрύ CƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƻƭŜ ȅŜŀǊΣ .ŀǊƴŀōŀǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀǳƭ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ !ƴǘƛƻŎƘΣ 
ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǊŜŀƭ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ όkerygma), they were teaching 
(didache), moving from the basics to deeper understanding and application. 
 
!ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ .ŀǊƴŀōŀǎΩ ŀƴŘ {ŀǳƭΩǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ƴǘƛƻŎƘΣ άthe disciples were first called ChristiansΣέ 
separate and distinct from the Jews or any other religious group or faction, an identifier that is used only two other 
times in the Bible (Acts 26:28 and 1 Peter 4:16). ¢ƘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ .ŀǊƴŀōŀǎΩ ŀƴŘ {ŀǳƭΩǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ !ƴǘƛƻŎƘ ƛǎ 
perhaps best revealed by !ƴǘƛƻŎƘΩǎ eagerness to sent relief to their brothers in Judea during a world-wide famine. 
(Acts 11:27-30)   
 
Those who have been reached by preaching must be subsequently discipled ς this is the Great Commission. 
Discipling requires consistent effort over time. A discipled church is an effective church, ready to subsequently 
fulfill the Great Commandment of love and the Great Commission. Is your church known most for its preaching or 
its disciple-making? Who is discipling you, and who are you discipling in Christ? What is the fruit of these discipling 
relationships?    
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 21 Feb 19: Today, get a piece of paper and draw out your 
discipleship tree ς who is discipling you and who you are discipling. If your tree looks more like a seed or a small 
sprout, pray that God will grow it and fill it out.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 8, Day 5, Friday, 22 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=leviticus+16%2C+17%3B+proverbs+22%3B+acts+12 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Friday, 22 February 19: 
 
Acts 12:5 -- So Peter was kept in prison, but earnest prayer for him was made to God by the churchΧΦ  
 
Prayers and answers to prayers. Both James and Peter were targeted by Herod the king. James was killed, and 
Peter was imprisoned. Undoubtedly both James and Peter had remained in the continuous prayers of the disciples, 
yet James was not spared, much like John the Baptist was not spared from beheading, and Stephen was not spared 
from stoning. 9ǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ WŜǎǳǎΩ Prayers in Gethsemane before the Cross ς  
 
Matthew 26:39, 42-44 -- !ƴŘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŦŀǊǘƘŜǊ ƘŜ ŦŜƭƭ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜŘΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άaȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƛŦ ƛǘ ōŜ 
possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you willΧΦέ Again, for the second time, he 
ǿŜƴǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜŘΣ άaȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ Ǉŀǎǎ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ L ŘǊƛƴƪ ƛǘΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΧΦέ AndΧ again, he went 
away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words again. 
 
The violent death of James must have been a devastating blow to the disciples. Were ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΩ prayers for 
James somehow ineffective as opposed to their prayers for Peter? Was Peter simply more favored by God than 
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James? No, in all the cases mentioned above, God compassionately heard the prayers of His children and 
answered in accordance with His perfect will and to far greater benefit than could be possibly imagined. All these 
όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ tŜǘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅύ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΣ ŘƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ Ǝƭory. Consider death 
ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ς  
 
  - John 11:25, 26 -- WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜΦ ²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƳŜΣ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƘŜ ŘƛŜΣ 
yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎΚέ 
 
  - Psalm 63:3 -- Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you. 
 
  - Philippians 1:21 -- For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
 
  - Luke 23:43 -- !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά¢ǊǳƭȅΣ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƻŘŀȅ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǇŀǊŀŘƛǎŜΦέ 
 
  - Revelation 14:13 -- !ƴŘ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά²ǊƛǘŜ ǘƘƛǎΥ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ 
ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǿ ƻƴΦέ ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΣέ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ άǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜǎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀōƻǊǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŜŜŘǎ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ 
ǘƘŜƳΗέ 
 
Meanwhile, while Peter was imprisoned, the disciples continued to pray for him earnestly. In tŜǘŜǊΩǎ case, God 
answered their prayers the way they desired and miraculously freed Peter. However, when the servant girl 
reported to the disciples that tŜǘŜǊ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŦǊŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΩ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǿŀǎΣ ά¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ 
ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘΦέ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ŜŀǊƴŜǎǘƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ DƻŘ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ in 
ŀ ƳƛǊŀŎǳƭƻǳǎ ǿŀȅΦ άBut Peter continued knocking, and when they opened, they saw him and were amazed.έ ό!Ŏǘǎ 
мнΥмсύ ²ŀǎ ƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎƻ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅ DƻŘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎƴŀǘŎƘ tŜǘŜǊ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ IŜǊƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΚ 
tŜǊƘŀǇǎ WŀƳŜǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ƭƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ  
 
Do you pray expectantly, anticipating God to respond in miraculous ways? Or have past disappointments hindered 
your prayer life?  άThe Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in truth.έ (Psalm 145:18ύ άAnd this 
is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to His will he hears us. And if we 
know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.έ όм WƻƘƴ 
5:14, 15) ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƪƴƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΣ but the Bible calls us to pray in faith and to wait 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀƴǘƭȅΦ  !ƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜΣ ά¸ŜǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ άbƻΣέ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǘƘŀƴ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ 
imagined.    
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 22 Feb 19: Today, pray in confidence, expecting God to do God-
sized things in your life. Rejoice in knowing that God hears all of your prayers and lovingly answers them in 
accordance with His perfect will for your life. Walk boldly in that confidence and glorify Him with your joy and 
peace.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 8, Day 6, Saturday, 23 February 2019  
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=leviticus+18%2C+19%3B+proverbs+23%3B+psalm+22 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Saturday, 23 February 19: 
 
Leviticus 18, 19 ς άI am the LordΦέ 
 
Today in Leviticus 18 and 19, God gives several rules, statutes and commands to His people, and throughout He 
ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜƳΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΤέ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ IŜ repeats this proclamation 21 times. Why should 
you obey God? Because He is the Lord! Note that all of chapter 18 is dedicated to unlawful sexual regulations. For 
ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ DƻŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άYou shall not lie with a male as with a woman; it is an abomination.έ ό[ŜǾƛǘƛŎǳǎ муΥннύ ²ƘȅΚ άL 
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am the Lord [and] it is an abominationΦέ IƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƭƛǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ prohibitions next to incest and bestiality, 
yet today our society celebrates it, and we now see some churches ordaining homosexual clergy. Some might 
ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŀǿǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ƘƻƳƻǎŜȄǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ hƭŘ ¢ŜǎǘŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ 
clearly reiterated in the New Testament (Romans 1:26-32; Jude 1:5-8; 1 Timothy 1:8-11; Mark 10:6-9; 1 Corinthians 
7:2; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11)  
 
SiƳƛƭŀǊƭȅΣ DƻŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άYou shall not give any of your children to offer them to Molech, and so profane the name of 
your God ό[ŜǾƛǘƛŎǳǎ муΥнмύΣέ ȅŜǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿǎ ŦƻǊ ƭŀǘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ŀōƻǊǘƛƻƴΦ 
Concerning this verse, some migƘǘ ŀǊƎǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ άȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǘƘŜƳέ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ 
about sacrifices to idols, or only about children who have already been born, but Exodus 21:22-25 leaves no doubt 
that God views the unborn child as being just as valuable and entitled to life as anyone else.  
 
¢ƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŀǿǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
ƘƻƭƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ƛǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ άthose who practice such thingsέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ άgive 
approval to those who practice themΦέ όwƻƳŀƴǎ мΥонύ {ƛƭŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘΦ άά{ǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ 
them, I am the Lord your God. You shall not do as they do in the landΧ. You shall not walk in their statutes. You 
shall follow my rules and keep my statutes and walk in them. I am the Lord your God. You shall therefore keep my 
statutes and my rules; if a person does them, he shall live by them: I am the Lord.έ ό[ŜǾƛǘƛŎǳǎ муΥн-5) 
 
hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ŘƻΣ IŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŜƭls us what we must do ς Be holy, love your 
neighbor as yourself, and obey all of His statues. (Leviticus 19) 
 
Leviticus 19:2, 3 -- ά{ǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻƭȅΣ ŦƻǊ L ǘƘŜ 
Lord your God am holyΧΦ I am the Lord your God.έ  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 23 Feb 19: tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛǾŀƭ ŀƳƻƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ 
people.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 8, Day 7, Sunday, 24 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=leviticus+20%2C+21%3B+proverbs+24%3B+psalm+23%2C+24 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Sunday, 24 February 19: 
 
Psalm 24:3, 4 ς ά²Ƙƻ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŀǎŎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΚ !ƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ Ƙƻƭȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ? He who has clean 
ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǳǊŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΧΦέ 
 
άFor by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of GodΦέ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ 
2:8) However, our intimacy with God depends on our response to God. Sin separates us from God. The more we 
desire to fellowship with God, the more we will desire to remove from our lives the sins He abhors, the sins for 
which Christ died on the Cross to pay. And the closer we get to our Holy God, the more obvious even our smallest 
sins becomeΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ άŎƭŜŀƴ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǳǊŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΣέ όǇǳǊƛǘȅΣ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ ƛƴ thought, 
ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜŘύΦ Lƴ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇǎŀƭƳƛǎǘ is overwhelmed by the holiness of God and truly desires to 
be in fellowship (unity) with Him -- True Christians are never casual or complacent with sin ς άConsecrate 
yourselves, therefore, and be holy, for I am the Lord your God. Keep my statutes and do them; I am the Lord who 
sanctifies youΧΦ You shall be holy to me, for I the Lord am holy and have separated you from the peoples, that you 
should be mineΧΦ for I, the Lord, who sanctify you, am holy. (Leviticus 20:7, 8; Leviticus 20:26; Leviticus 21:8) 
 
ά¸ƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǘƘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΤ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ Ƨƻȅ; at your right hand are pleasures 
ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊƳƻǊŜΦέ όPsalm 16:11ύ ά!ƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ Ƨƻȅ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦέ ό1 John 1:4) Jesus 
ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ άŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΣέ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ άƪƴƻǿέ IƛƳΦ IŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άknowέ refers to the sort of intimate, personal and 
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experiential knowledge intended between a husband and wife ς ά¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻƴŜΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǳƴƛǘȅ 
in love, heart, soul, mind, and strength. In genuine fidelity and unity with Christ, we experience the fullness of joy. 
Today, the psalmist says ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ Ƙƻƭȅ DƻŘ ŀǎ Ƙƻƭȅ άǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ 
righteousness from the God of his salvation.  Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek the face of 
ǘƘŜ DƻŘ ƻŦ WŀŎƻōΦ {ŜƭŀƘΦέ όtǎŀƭƳ нпΥрΣ сύ 
 
Today, the psalmist prays to God in concert with how Jesus instructed His disciples to pray -- άhǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ 
ƘŜŀǾŜƴΣ ƘŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ŎƻƳŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ сΥфΣ 
млύ Ψ[ƻǊŘΣ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ holiness, your faithfulness, and your justice, mercy and grace, may we 
ƘƻƴƻǊ ȅƻǳ ōȅ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƛƭƭΦΩ ¢ƻ Řƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƻ 
άtrample underfoot the Son of God, and [to] profane the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and 
[to] outrage the Spirit of graceΦέ (Hebrews 10:29) 
 
How will you seek to approach your sovereign, holy God today and in the days to come?  
 
  - Deuteronomy 6:5 -- You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
might. 
 
  - John 14:21 -- Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will 
ōŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ōȅ Ƴȅ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦέ 
 
  - 1 John 5:3 -- For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome. 
 
  - James 4:8 -- Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you double-minded.   
 
  - 1 Thessalonians 4:3-5 -- For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; 
that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust like the 
Gentiles who do not know God; 
 
  - Colossians 3:5 -- Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 
and covetousness, which is idolatry. 
 
  - 1 John 2:15-17 -- Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. For all that is in the worldτthe desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in 
possessionsτis not from the Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its desires, but 
whoever does the will of God abides forever. 
 
  - Ephesians 5:1-3 -- Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. But sexual immorality and all impurity or 
covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. 
 
  - Romans 8:29 -- For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
 
  - Isaiah 55:7 -- Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the Lord, 
that he may have compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
 
  - 1 John 1:9 -- If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
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"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 24 Feb 19: Today, pray that God will give you άclean hands and 
a pure heartΣέ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ Ŧǳƭƭ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ fidelity, grace and mercy, and with full confidence in the power of 
the Holy Spirit which empowers you, step out in faith and remove from your life all of the things (thoughts, words, 
deeds, idols, etc.) you know are not worthy to be in the presence of your sovereign and holy God who dwells 
within you. Every aspect of your life is a display of your love and respect for God.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 9, Day 1, Monday, 25 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=leviticus+22%2C+23%3B+proverbs+25%3B+Acts+13 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Monday, 25 February 19: 
 
Acts 13:1 ς άNow there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called 
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.έ  
 
It is truly an amazing thing and quite a testimony when a diverse congregation has true unity in Christ through the 
power of the Holy Spirit and works together to spread the Gospel to all nations. Consider this unlikely team of 
leaders God put together for His glory in Antioch. Not only was this group ethically, racially, and economically 
diverse, but one of them (Manaen) had grown up as a friend of Herod Antipater who beheaded John the Baptist, 
conspired against Jesus. And another among this group of church leaders had spent a portion of his life persecuting 
Christians (Saul). Who would have imagined that God would use the likes of these to spread the Gospel as a team?  
 
5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƛŦ DƻŘ ǘŜŀƳǎ ȅƻǳ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŎǊŜǿ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ IƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƛƴ ǿŀȅǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ 
never planned or imagined.  .Ŝ ǊŜŀŘȅ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦ άFor consider your calling, brothers: not 
many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 
But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 
strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that 
are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who 
became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification anŘ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ ά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ōƻŀǎǘǎΣ ōƻŀǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ (1 Corinthians 1:26-31) 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 25 Feb 19: Pray the God will help you see people for who they 
are in Christ rather than who they once were or how the world might view them. Pray that God will help you 
eliminate partiality in how you treat others. Ask God to show you with whom He might want you to interact that 
you might have been neglecting due to preconceived notions or hidden biases.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 9, Day 2, Tuesday, 26 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=leviticus+24%2C+25%3B+proverbs+26%3B+Acts+14 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Tuesday, 26 February 19: 
 
Acts 14:2, 3 ς άBut the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers.  So 
they remained for a long timeΧΦέ  
 
When to stay and when to go? Paul and Barnabas did not shy away from a challenge or conflict. When the 
unbelieving Jews stirred up trouble, Paul and Barnabas doubled-down their efforts. However, when they saw that 
ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ άfled to Lystra and DerbeΦέ ό!Ŏǘǎ мпΥсύ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ right 
back to teaching. Paul and Barnabas fled Iconium, not due to fear, but rather so that nothing would hinder them 
from continuing to spread the Gospel. In fact, Paul was still stoned in Lystra and left for dead. But immediately 
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after his stoning, Paul went to Derbe and continued to preach the Gospel without hesitation. Paul was bold in 
ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŀǾƻƛŘŜŘ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ƛǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ 
9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜƴΣ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ let persecution slow him down.  
 
How do we decide when to stand up against challenges to the GoŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ when ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ŀǿŀȅ ƻǊ 
remain silent? First, we should seek the counsel of the Holy Spirit. If direction remains unclear, we should seek to 
do whatever seems most profitable for the advancement of the Gospel overall ς άŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ŘŜƴƛŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ.έ  
άThe dead do not praise the Lord, nor do any who go down into silence.  But we will bless the Lord from this time 
forth and forevermore.  Praise the Lord!έ όtǎŀƭƳ ммрΥмтΣ муύ  
 
hƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΣ WƻƘƴ .ǳƴȅŀƴΩǎ мсуп ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ 
previously are well worth review: 
 
ά¢Ƙƻǳ ƳŀȅŜǎǘ Řƻ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ LŦ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ŦƭȅΣ ŦƭȅΤ ƛf it be in thy heart to stand, stand. 
Anything but a denial of the truth. He that flies, has warrant to do so; he that stands, has warrant to do so. Yea, the 
same man may both fly and stand, as the call and working of God with his heart may be. Moses fled, Ex. 2:15; 
Moses stood, Heb. 11:27. David fled, 1 Sam. 19:12; David stood, 1 Sam. 24:8. Jeremiah fled, Jer. 37:11ς 12; 
Jeremiah stood, Jer. 38:17. Christ withdrew himself, Luke 19:10; Christ stood, John 18:1ς8. Paul fled, 2 Cor. 11:33; 
Paul stood, Act 20:22ςноΦ Χ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŦŜǿ ǊǳƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛǎ ōŜǎǘ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƧǳŘƎŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǳǇƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻǊ ŦƭȅΧΦ 5ƻ ƴƻǘ Ŧƭȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŀ 
slavish fear, but rather because flying is an ordinance of God, opening a door for the escape of some, which door is 
ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǎŎŀǇŜ ŎƻǳƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΦέ 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 26 Feb 19: Pray that God will give you a heart truly receptive to 
ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ when sharing the Gospel becomes potentially risky. Pray that God will give your boldness 
and strength when required to stand, and the wisdom to know when to disengage, and pray for confidence, 
fidelity, joy, hope, and peace in any case. There is always an opportunity to share the Gospel with someone 
somewhere ς God is at work all around you.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 9, Day 3, Wednesday, 27 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=leviticus+26%2C+27%3B+proverbs+27%3B+Acts+15 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Wednesday, 27 February 19: 
 
Leviticus 26:3-12 -- άLŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ then I will give youΧΦ 
rains in their seasonΧΦ ŦruitΧΦ ōreadΧΦ ǇeaceΧΦ I will remove harmful beasts from the landΧΦ your enemies, and 
they shall fall before ȅƻǳΧΦ I willΧ make you fruitful and multiply youΧΦ And I will walk among you and will be your 
God, and you shall be my people. 
 
Leviticus 26:14-23 ς άBut if you will not listen to me and will not do all these commandmentsΧΦ L ǿƛƭƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǘƘ 
panic, with wasting disease and fever that consume the eyes and make the heart ache. And you shall sow your 
seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat it. I will set my face against you, and you shall be struck down before your 
ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊǳƭŜ ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŦƭŜŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƴƻƴŜ ǇǳǊǎǳŜǎ ȅƻǳΧΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ȅƻǳ 
again sevenfold for your ǎƛƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ōǊŜŀƪ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƻǿŜǊΧΦ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎǇŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǾŀƛƴΣ 
ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ȅƛŜƭŘ ƛǘǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ȅƛŜƭŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊǳƛǘΧΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ 
you, sevenfold for your sins. And I will let loose the wild beasts against you, which shall bereave you of your 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎǘƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ŦŜǿ ƛƴ ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƻŀŘǎ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǘŜŘΧΦ L ƳȅǎŜƭŦ 
ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǎŜǾŜƴŦƻƭŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎΧΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ǇŜǎǘƛƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ȅou, and you shall be delivered into the hand 
of the enemyΧΦ And I myself will devastate the land, so that your enemies who settle in it shall be appalled at it.  
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And I will scatter you among the nations, and I will unsheathe the sword after you, and your land shall be a 
desolation, and your cities shall be a waste. 
 
άCƻǊ ōȅ ƎǊŀŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŘƻƛƴƎΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ όEphesians 
2:8 ) However, there are consequences for your actionsΦ !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊd above, God blesses obedience 
ǿƛǘƘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ, but most importantly, He blesses with His presence. On the 
other hand, God curses disobedience with panic disease, blight, defeat, natural disaster and catastrophe, and He 
does this personally ς άL ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΦέ Disobedience is cosmic treason, challenging or belittling 
the Sovereignty of God, warring against Him, trampling on the blood of Christ. In disobedience, you are no longer 
walking with God, and todŀȅ DƻŘ ǿŀǊƴǎΣ άLfΧ you will not listen to me, but walk contrary to me, then I will walk 
contrary to you in fury, and I myself will discipline youΣέ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ DƻŘ ǊŜǇŜŀǘǎ ŦƻǳǊ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ 
emphasis. (Leviticus 27:21, 23, 24, 27, 28, 40, 41) 
 
  - Hebrews 12:9 -- Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much 
rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live?    
 
The God of Justice disciplines in justice but also with mercy and grace. God offers opportunity for repentance.  
 
  - Revelation 3:19 -- 'Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent. 
 
!ǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ǎŀȅΣ ά.ǳǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴƛǉǳƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǉǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘǊŜŀŎƘŜǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
committed against me, and also in walking contrary to me, so that I walked contrary to themΧ if then their 
uncircumcised heart is humbled and they make amends for their iniquityΧ I will remember the landΧΦ I will not 
spurn them, neither will I abhor them so as to destroy them utterlyΧΦέ όLeviticus 26:40-44ύ άDo not be deceived: 
God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he also reap.έ όDŀƭŀǘƛŀƴǎ сΥтύ 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 27 Feb 19: ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴds lightly, pray that 
God will reveal to you where you are currently dishonoring IƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ 
conviction, and repent. άIf we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.έ όм WƻƘƴ мΥфύ άDƻΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǿ ƻƴ ǎƛƴ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜΦέ (John 8:11) 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 9, Day 4, Thursday, 28 February 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+1%2C+2%3B+proverbs+28%3B+Acts+16 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Thursday, 28 February 19: 
 
Note: Here is a short video overview of Numbers: https://thebibleproject.com/explore/numbers/ 
 
Acts 16:3 ς άPaul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews 
who were in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek.έ  
 
If you want to understand someone and their past, present and future behavior, find out what they really care 
about most, what truly motivates them. Some have called this ultimate motivator, ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ άŎŜƴǘŜǊέ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ 
ƭƛŦŜΣ ƻǊ άŎƻǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜέ ς ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴŜΣ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛǾŜ ŎƻǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
beƘŀǾƛƻǊ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘŀōƭŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜŀƭ ŎƻǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŜΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜƳ ǾŜǊȅ 
unpredictable and easily misinterpreted. We often misjudge a personΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƳƛǎƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘ the 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ motives, and the Bible says thŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ DƻŘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƪƴƻǿǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ όм YƛƴƎǎ уΥофύ 
 
Today, we read that Paul circumcised Timothy, which should ŎŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΣ 
άPaulΧ had no small dissension and debate withέ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŎƛǊŎǳƳŎƛǎƛƻƴΦ ό!Ŏǘǎ мрΥмΣ нύ 
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The apostles and elders came together with one accord ς άBut we believe that we will be saved through the grace 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭΦέ (Acts 15:11) Yet now Paul is circumcising Timothy, but why? To understand this 
seemingly inconsistent action and the remainder of tŀǳƭΩǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ƛƴ !Ŏǘǎ мсΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŎƻǊŜ 
value ς άFor I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucifiedΧΦ όм /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ н:2) I 
make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been named, lest I build on someone 
ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΧΦ όwƻƳŀƴǎ мрΥнлύ I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and 
to the foolish.  So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.έ όwƻƳŀƴǎ мΥмпΣ мрύ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǎƻƭŜ 
motivation was to know Christ and to make Him known to as many as possible. He wanted nothing to hinder his 
ability to spread the Gospel. He desired Timothy to be circumcised, and Timothy (half Jew and half Greek) was 
willing to be circumcised (quite painful for an adult), so they could preach in the synagogues without distraction.  
 
PaulΩǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ would seem quite strange, perhaps crazy, apart from an understanding of his inspiration and 
motivation, which rendered his response to every person and situation truly extraordinaryΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ tŀǳƭΩǎ Ƨƻȅ ƛƴ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴƎ ƘȅƳƴǎ ǘƻ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴΦ ό!Ŏǘǎ мсΥнрύ Lǘ ǿŀǎ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŜŀǊƴŜǎǘ 
desire to spread the Gospel to all that caused him to remain in prison rather than escape when he had the 
miraculous chance. (Acts 16:27-34) And this same conviction to share the Gospel motivated Paul to demand 
release from the civil magistrate alone so they too would be forced to see for themselves the power of God. Who 
would do such things? Only the one who has been crucified with Christ and no longer lives to self but rather as in 
instrument of Christ who lives in him or her and guides and empowers them. (Galatians 2:20) How does your love 
for Christ cause you to do what otherwise would be completely unexplainable? Are people amazed by your peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding? (Philippians 4:7) Iƻǿ Ƙŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ΨŎǊŀȊȅΩ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ 
to others?  
 
2 Corinthians 5:13-21 -- For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you.  For the 
love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he 
died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was 
raised.  From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ 
according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old 
has passed away; behold, the new has come.  All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and 
gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  Therefore, we are ambassadors for 
Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  For our sake 
he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 28 Feb 19: Today, consider what your actions reveal about your 
core value, your center. Pray that God will give you the wholehearted fidelity that would be shockingly evident to 
all around you through your actions and attitudes, a shining testimony of the glory of God.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 9, Day 5, Friday, 1 March 2019  
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+3%2C+4%3B+proverbs+1%3B+Acts+17 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Friday, 1 March 19: 
 
Acts 17:10-12 ς άPaul and Silas [went] to BereaΧΦ Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; 
they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.  Many of 
them therefore believed, with not a few Greek women of high standing as well as men.έ  
 
Acts 17 begins with Paul and Silas in ThessalonicaΦ tŀǳƭ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ 
ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ just wanted to shut him up and many reacted violently. Paul and Silas were 
forced to leave, and they went to Berea. ¢ƘŜ .ŜǊŜŀƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ tŀǳƭΩǎ Ǉreaching was much different.  
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¢ƘŜ .ŜǊŜŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ άƳƻǊŜ ƴƻōƭŜέ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜǎǎŀƭƻƴƛŎŀ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƎƻƻŘ 
preaching and form an opinion based on what they heardΣ ǘƘŜȅ ΨŜȄŀƳƛƴώŜŘϐ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ 5!L[¸Ω ǿƛǘƘ Ψ![[ 
9!D9wb9{{ΦΩ My prayer, and the point of this Bible reading fellowship, is that more Christians would be like the 
.ŜǊŜŀƴǎΦ ¢ƻƻ ƻŦǘŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΣ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊƛŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōƻƻƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǿŜƭƭ-known Christian authors as 
their staple diet, seasoned with the Bible, rather than using the Bible as their staple diet, seasoned by preaching 
and secondary sources. Overreliance on secondary sources has resulted in shallow Christianity and malnourished, 
weak Christians.   
 
Daily Bible study is a basic, essential and critical discipline of a true disciple of Christ. Daily prayer and Bible study 
must be sacred and non-negotiable on your daily schedule. A good way to keep yourself honest is vow to eat 
nothing (no food) and read/listen to nothing in the day until you have prayed and studied your Bible. Note that for 
ǘƘŜ ƴƻōƭŜ .ŜǊŜŀƴǎΣ Řŀƛƭȅ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŎƘƻǊŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ŜŀƎŜǊƴŜǎǎΦ bƻǘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
WŜǿƛǎƘ ƳŜƴ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǳǇ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ǿƘƻ ǎtudied 
ƛǘ ŜŀƎŜǊƭȅΤ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻƳŜƴ όǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙŀōƛǘǎ ƻŦ .ƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅύ ŘǳƎ ƛƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻƻΦ 5ŀƛƭȅ .ƛōƭŜ 
study is a habit everyone can and Ƴǳǎǘ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǊ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ŀ 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ and learn straight from the real Bible rather than a kidΩs book about the Bible.  
 
Jesus said, άΩaŀƴ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ōǊŜŀŘ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ōȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦΩέ (Matthew 
4:4) People live off of which words from God? EVERY word from God, not just those chosen by others. Good 
preaching is essential, and secondary sources for Bible study are extremely helpful, but none of these are a 
substitute for daily Bible study. We are very blessed today through technological advances to have more access to 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ .ǳǘ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƳŜŀƴǎΦ Increasingly ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ƘŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ΨŀƴǎǿŜǊǎΣΩ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
price of consistent study, prayer, and meditation to acquire true understanding. So, Christian resources have 
become a big business in America, with small-group Bible studies increasingly turning to study guides rather than 
the Bible itself. Also, popular Bibles sold today now include embedded commentaries ǎƻ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ΨǘƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΩ 
as you read, as if the Holy Spirit ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭΦ I have met many, many Christians who have been 
attending church and Bible studies for years but have never read (much less studied) the whole Bible, though they 
have shelves full of books about the Bible. Also, I find, more often than not, when Christians talk with others, they 
will refer to and quote preachers and books more than the Bible itself. I think its time we get back to the pure 
waǘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƻǊŘΦ  
 
  -- Ezekiel 34:18, 19 -- Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture, that you must tread down with your 
feet the rest of your pasture; and to drink of clear water, that you must muddy the rest of the water with your 
feet? And must my sheep eat what you have trodden with your feet, and drink what you have muddied with your 
feet? 
 
  -- Proverbs 30:5-6 -- Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. Do not add to 
his words, lest he rebuke you and you be found a liar. 
 
  -- Deuteronomy 4:2 -- You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the 
commandments of the Lord your God that I command you. 
 
  -- Revelation 22:18 -- I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, 
God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 
 
  -- 2 Timothy 3:14-17 -- But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able 
to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, 
equipped for every good work. 
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  -- 1 John 4:1 -- Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for 
many false prophets have gone out into the world. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 1 Mar 19: Re-commit today to daily, consistent prayer and Bible 
ǎǘǳŘȅΣ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΦ  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 9, Day 6, Saturday, 2 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+5%2C+6%3B+proverbs+2%3B+psalm+25 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Saturday, 2 March 19: 
 
Psalm 25:21 ς άI wait for you.έ 
 
Psalm 25 begins and ends with a fundamental virtue of Christian faith:  the ability and willingness to wait upon the 
Lord, which is not the product of sheer willpower but rather a fruit of the Spirit ς άBut the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.έ όDŀƭŀǘƛŀƴǎ рΥнн, 23) Waiting upon 
the Lord is at the heart of faith; it is trust in God based upon our belief in His trustworthiness, regardless of 
apparent circumstances. .ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ The key to growing in faith, hope and love 
that trusts and waits, that is joyfully patient and perseverant, is growing in intimacy with the Lord, knowing Him 
more each day ς growing is knowing.  JesusΩ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ before the Cross was that we would experience 
the eternal life that comes from intimacy with Him ς άAnd this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.έ όWƻƘƴ мтΥоύ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ tsalms ς άThe 
friendship of the Lord is for those who fear himΦέ (Psalm 25:14)  
 
Intimacy with God ς ά5Ǌŀǿ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŘǊŀǿ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦέ όJames 4:8ύ ά!ƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ƘƛƳΦέ όHebrews 11:6) Intimacy with God is a virtuous cycle. You must have faith to draw near to 
God, but the more you draw near to God, the more faith you will have, and your blessings will be multiplied, not 
just added. άIn Your presence is fullness of joyΦέ όtǎŀƭƳ мсΥммύ "These things I have spoken to you so that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.έ όWƻƘƴ мрΥммύ !ǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ !ŘǊƛŀƴ wƻƎŜǊǎ ƻƴŎŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άDƻŘ 
does not have favorites, ōǳǘ IŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜǎΦέ {ƻΣ Ƙƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ŘǊŀǿ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƻ DƻŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ 
on the Lord?  
 
  - ά[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŘǊŀǿ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ 
ƛƴ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ƴŜŜŘΦέ όHebrews 4:16) Draw near to God, confident in the grace and access you have received freely 
through Christ. You have received grace, so claim grace, have faith in grace, and confidently obey God in the grace 
you have received and through the power of the Holy Spirit which you have also received in salvation.  ά[Ŝǘ ǳǎ 
draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience 
ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ǿŀǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǳǊŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΦέ όIŜōǊŜǿǎ млΥннύ  
 
  - ά5Ǌŀǿ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 
double-ƳƛƴŘŜŘΦέ όJames 4:8) Drawing near to God requires cleansing and purification.  As a Christian, the Bible 
ǎŀȅǎΣ άYou were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the 
Spirit of our God.έ όм /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ сΥммύ bƻǿ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƭŜŀƴ ƘŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǳǊŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǳǊŜ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ 
from a pure heart. Remember what we read last week in Psalm 24 ς άWho shall ascend the hill of the Lord? 
And who shall stand in his holy place?  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to 
what is false and does not swear deceitfully.  He will receive blessing from the Lord and righteousness from the 
God of his salvation.  Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob. (Psalm 
24:3-сύ WƻƘƴ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά!ƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƘƛƳΣ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƪŜŜǇ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎΦ  
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²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ ΨL ƪƴƻǿ ƘƛƳΩ ōǳǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƪŜŜǇ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴ ƘƛƳΦέ ό1 John 2:3, 
4) Waiting on the Lord is not idleness, it is obedience.  WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ Ƙŀǎ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇǎ 
them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest 
ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦέ όJohn 14:21) άSince we have these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from every 
defilement of body and spirit, bringing holiness to completion in the fear of God.έ όн /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ тΥмύ 
 
  - άHusbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the wordΦέ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ рΥнрΣ нсύ Prepare for intimacy with God by 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŦǊŜǎƘƭȅ ŎƭŜŀƴǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀƴ ώƻǊ ǿƻƳŀƴϐ ƪŜŜǇ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅ ǇǳǊŜΚ .ȅ ƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ 
ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘΦέ όtǎŀƭƳ 119:9) Most people bathe their bodies daily so they will be presentable to the 
ǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀǎƘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ Řŀƛƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ .ŜƎƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ Řŀƛƭȅ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ 
Jesus with prayerful Bible study. But still, Bible study is insufficient without Bible life application ς doing the word. 
Bible study gives you knowledge; Bible application gives you understanding. Bible study gives you knowledge about 
DƻŘΤ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ όƛƴǘƛƳŀŎȅύΦ ά.ǳǘ be doers of the word, and 
ƴƻǘ ƘŜŀǊŜǊǎ ƻƴƭȅΣ ŘŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦέ όWŀƳŜǎ мΥннύ 
 
  - άBut if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his 
Son cleanses us from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.έ όм WƻƘƴ мΥт-9) 
Confident in the grace of God, maintain a humbly repentant spirit as you strive imperfectly to walk in the light 
(which is always done in fellowship with other believers).  άCƻǊ ƴƻǿ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƛǊǊƻǊ ŘƛƳƭȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ŦŀŎŜ ǘƻ ŦŀŎŜΦ 
bƻǿ L ƪƴƻǿ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘΤ ǘƘŜƴ L ǎƘŀƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ŦǳƭƭȅΣ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴΦέ ό1 Corinthians 13:12) 
 
  - άΧǘƘŀǘ L Ƴŀȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ǎƘŀǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎΣ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 
ŘŜŀǘƘΧΦέ όPhilippians 3:10) Take up your cross and confidently follow Jesus through the trials of life, boldly and 
joyfully proclaiming Jesus through inevitable persecution and through the harsh realities of a sinful world.  
Intimacy with the Lord results in a joyful, confident trust and hope that has no boundsΦ  Wƻō ǎŀƛŘΣ άThough he slay 
me, I will hope in himΦέ όWƻō моΥмрύ This confidence is grounded on the faith that Christ is the resurrection and that 
Christ has overcome death ς άDo not fear what you are about to sufferΧΦ Be faithful unto death, and I will give you 
the crown of life.έ όwŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ нΥмлύ It is intimacy and trust in God that will give you the readiness to step into your 
personal ΨwŜŘ {ŜŀΣΩ ǘƘŜ ǊǳǎƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ΨWƻǊŘƻƴ wƛǾŜǊΣΩ ȅƻǳǊ ΨŦƛŜǊȅ ŦǳǊƴŀŎŜΣΩ and your ΨƭƛƻƴΩǎ ŘŜƴΣΩ ǘƘŀǘ you 
will inevitably face, knowing confidently that God is with you through it all, working all these things for good and in 
accordance with His purpose of conforming you to the image of His Son, Jesus.  !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻōŜȅ DƻŘΩǎ 
command, ά.Ŝ ǎǘƛƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L ŀƳ DƻŘέ? (Psalm 46:10)  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 2 Mar 19: Pray for the strength to be still and to wait on the 
Lord, not in idleness but in loving obedience.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 9, Day 7, Sunday, 3 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+7%2C+8%3B+proverbs+3%3B+psalm+26%2C+27 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Sunday, 3 March 19: 
 
Psalm 26:8 ς άh [ƻǊŘΣ L ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŘǿŜƭƭǎΦέ 
 
Psalm 27:4 ς άOne thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all 
the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to inquire in his temple.έ 
 
Is it hard for you to go to church or hard to leave? During service is your mind on lunch, or do you hunger, thirst 
and long for God and to be ƛƴ Iƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΚ όtǎŀƭƳ пнΥмΣ ммфΥмомύ άJesus said to them, ΨI am the bread of life; he 
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who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.Ωέ όWƻƘƴ сΥорύ ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ tǎŀƭƳist 
exclaims his love and desire to be in the presence of God above all else.  Is that your passion too?  God has an 
inherent, eternal desire to dwell in fellowship with His people ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
Christ, the communion of GodΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ is DƻŘΩǎ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ, both house and household, in whom the Spirit of God 
dwells. 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 3:16 -- Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 
 
  - 1 Peter 2:5 -- You yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 
  - 2 Corinthians 6:16 -- For we are the temple of the living God; ŀǎ DƻŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ 
and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
 
  - Hebrews 3:3-6 -- For Jesus has been counted worthy of more glory than Mosesτas much more glory as the 
builder of a house has more honor than the house itself.  (For every house is built by someone, but the builder of 
all things is God.)  bƻǿ aƻǎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΣ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘƛŦȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 
spoken later, 6 but Christ is faithful over GodΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎƻƴΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƛŦ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ǿŜ ƘƻƭŘ Ŧŀǎǘ ƻǳǊ 
confidence and our boasting in our hope. 
 
  - Ephesians 2:19-22 -- So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints 
and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself 
being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.  
In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 
 
  - 1 Peter 2:4-5 -- And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and 
precious in the sight of God, you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 
ά!ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ Ψ²Ƙȅ ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΚ 5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ L Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ CŀǘƘŜǊϥǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΚΩέ 
(Luke 2:49ύ ¸ƻǳ ǘƻƻ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƛƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀƭ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ DƻŘ ŘǿŜƭƭǎ  
-- άCƻǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƳ L ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΦέ (Matthew 18:20) Today, many 
people feel they can skip church, perhaps watch a sermon on TV or the internet, pray by themselves and have 
proper fellowship with God. Nothing could be further from the truth. If a temple stone is off to the side, alone, it is 
simply not in place with the Cornerstone Christ, not fulfilling its God-ƎƛǾŜƴ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƘƻǳǎŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ƛƴ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ς άThe glory that 
you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, I in them and you in me, that 
they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved 
me.έ όWƻƘƴ мтΥннΣ ноύ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΣ ƭƛƪŜ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ 
ŦƛƴŘ ȅƻǳΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ άCŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦέ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ to be nowhere else more -- άCƻǊ 
a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 
ǘƘŀƴ ŘǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǿƛŎƪŜŘƴŜǎǎΦέ όtǎŀƭƳ упΥмлύ 
 
  - άI am writing these things to you so that, if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of 
God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of the truth.έ όм ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ оΥмпΣ мрύ άDǳŀǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ 
steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is better than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they 
Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŜǾƛƭΦέ όEcclesiastes 5:1) Today, in general, the church community has become 
more casual, but we must be cautious not to become complacent, not to treat lightly the holiness of God when we 
come together for worship. 5ƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŜƴǘŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀƭ ǿƻrship, whether it be 
ƛƴ ŀƴ ŎŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΣ ŀ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ŀ ǘŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƘƻƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ƭƳƛƎƘǘȅ DƻŘ ƻƴ Ƙƻƭȅ 
ground. ̧ ƻǳǊ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ōŜ ŀ ΨōŜ-ŀǘƛǘǳŘŜΦΩ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ рΥн-11) Finally, just as you would take great 
care not to disrespect a national monument, a great cathedral or a important historic building, so too should you 
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ǎƘƻǿ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣέ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜΦ aŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ 
stronger, not weaker, by promoting unity, order and mutual support.  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 3 Mar 19: Today, before church, pray that God will give you the 
ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴŀƭ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ IƛƳΣ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ άƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ 
Enter the house of the Lord with an expectant heart of love, awe, reverence, praise and worship, ready to receive 
the counsel, conviction and instruction of the Holy Spirit.   
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 10, Day 1, Monday, 4 March 2019 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Monday, 4 March 19: 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+9%2C+10%3B+proverbs+4%3B+acts+18 
 
Acts 18:24-28 ς άNow a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, 
competent in the Scriptures. He had been instructed in the way of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke 
and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. He began to speak 
boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the 
way of God more accurately. And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to 
the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly helped those who through grace had believed, for he 
powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus.έ 
 
Have you ever worried about sharing or teaching DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƛƴŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅΚ IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ƳŜǘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
Christians who would not participate in small group Bible studies for fear that they or someone else would mislead 
others with Bible misinterpretation.  To that point, if you have been in many Bible study groups, you have 
ǳƴŘƻǳōǘŜŘƭȅ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŎǊŀȊȅ ǎǘǳŦŦ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƘŜǊŜǎȅΦ  But, 
on the other hand, ƛŦ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘΦ  
 
Apollos was a gifted speaker, well-ǾŜǊǎŜŘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎƛƻƴŀǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ ōǳǘ Ƙƛǎ 
ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘΦ {ƻΣ Priscilla and Aquila took him aside privately and straighten him out. Then, encouraged 
by the brothers, Apollos returned to preaching and helped many.  
 
So, was Apollos a false teacher? When you share your imperfect knowledge of the Bible with others, are you a 
false teacher?  Take a look at this 2-minute video of a discussion between John MacArthur, Albert Mohler, and R.C. 
Sproul on the difference between false teachers and false teaching -- https://www.ligonier.org/learn/qas/how-to-
define-a-false-teacher/ 
 
άFor now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have 
been fully known.έ όм /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ моΥмнύ {ƛƴŎŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǘǊǳǘƘ, but since no one 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ maintain a correctable spirit and to continually question both our 
understanding and the teachings of others, no matter how respected the teacher may be ς  
 
  - Proverbs 1:7 -- The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction. 
 
  - Psalm 1:1-6 -- Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, 
nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. 
He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that 
he does, he prospers. The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away.  
 
  - Proverbs 28:26 -- Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom [The Logos, the Spirit] 
will be delivered. 

https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+9%2C+10%3B+proverbs+4%3B+acts+18
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/qas/how-to-define-a-false-teacher/
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/qas/how-to-define-a-false-teacher/
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  - Proverbs 3:5-6 -- Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your 
ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. 
 
  - Proverbs 19:20 -- Listen to advice and accept instruction, that you may gain wisdom in the future. 
 
  - Proverbs 4:13 -- Keep hold of instruction; do not let go; guard her, for she is your life. 
 
  - James 1:5 -- If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will 
be given him. 
 
  - James 3:17 -- But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and 
good fruits, impartial and sincere. [Judge the tree (teacher) by its fruit.  
 
  - 2 Timothy 2:15 -- Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be 
ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 
 
  - Romans 12:3 -- For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 
assigned. 
 
  - Proverbs 27:17 -- Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another. 
 
  - James 3:1 -- Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be 
judged with greater strictness. 
 
  - 1 John 4:1 -- Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God. 
 
  - Acts 17:11 -- Now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all 
eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 4 Mar 19: {ƘŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƘƻƴŜǎǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳōƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻŦ 
your knowledge, careful as you can not to exceed the limits of your understanding. Always validate the teachings 
of others with your own careful, prayerful Bible study, like a good Berean. The Holy Spirit is your teacher.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 10, Day 2, Tuesday, 5 March 2019 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Tuesday, 5 March 19: 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+11%2C+12%3B+proverbs+5%3B+acts+19 
 
1.  Acts 19:15 - "And the evil spirit answered and said, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?"  
 
  - There is no secondhand spirituality.  No one else can develop Christian maturity on your behalf.  A strong 
Christian heritage is an asset, but it cannot take the place of your own vibrant, growing relationship with Christ. 
Paul had a powerful walk with God.  God used him so mightily that extraordinary miracles occurred through his 
life.  Cloths that touched Paul were taken to the sick, and the sick were healed (Acts 19:10-12).  Evil spirits were 
cast out.  Paul's preaching and teaching were instrumental in building a strong church in Ephesus.  Paul's ministry 
was so impressive, in fact, that others tried to duplicate it.  Seven sons of the chief priest, Sceva, attempted to cast 
out demons the way Paul did.  They confronted an evil spirit and attempted to exorcise it "by the Jesus whom 
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Paul preaches."  These men were trying to use a spiritual power that Paul had acquired after years of walking 
closely with his Lord.  They could imitate Paul's words, but they could not duplicate the power that was his through 
his personal relationship with God.  The evil spirit retorted, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know, but who are you?"  The 
demon then viciously attacked them and humiliated them.  The evil spirits were fearfully aware of Jesus (James 
2:19); they were familiar with Paul's influence over the powers of darkness.  But the demons had no knowledge of 
the seven sons of Sceva.  You can duplicate the words and deeds of a spiritually mature Christian, but you cannot 
inherit his or her walk with God.  Christian maturity takes effort; it comes over time.  If you ignore the place of 
prayer and if you neglect your relationship with Christ, you will not grow in your faith.  Imitating the faith of others 
will not give you victory.  Only as you nurture your own relationship with Jesus will your life be filled with spiritual 
maturity and power. (Henry T. Blackaby) 
 
2.  Acts 19:18-20 - Revival came when people repented and confessed their sins in the church. 
 
3.  Acts 19:20 - "So the word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed."   
 
  - Paul's world worshiped idols. No idol was more revered in Ephesus than the goddess Diana.  The great statue 
was housed in a magnificent temple and was recognized as one of the wonders of the world.  An idol-making 
industry, providing a livelihood for many people, developed in Ephesus to support the widespread idolatry of the 
day.  Paul did not go to Ephesus to condemn those worshiping idols but to unashamedly proclaim the good news 
of Jesus Christ.  As Paul shared the truths of God, and as people were set free from their sins, idol worship began 
to decline.  The contrast between stone carvings and God's power to change lives became obvious.  The righteous 
lives of the Christians stood in stark contrast to the hedonistic practices of the idol worshipers.  The victorious 
Christian witness was so compelling that the economy of the entire city was thrown into upheaval as idolatry 
diminished in favor of Christianity.  An idol is anything that diverts our devotion from God. Our society is as 
idolatrous as Paul's was.  Rather than worshiping statues, we choose possessions, pleasures, or careers as our gods 
and pour our time, finances, and energy into these things.  Each of us is called, as Paul was, to live a victorious, 
joyful, and purposeful Christian life in the midst of an idolatrous society.  We do not have to seek out and condemn 
today's idols.  Rather, as we live out our Christianity, enjoying the abundant life God gives, our lives will discredit 
the idols around us.  We may face opposition and hostility from those who are angered at the contrast between 
our God and theirs.  People do not like to have their idols dethroned!  Yet as we uphold Christ, others will see a 
difference and be drawn to Him and the life that He offers. (Henry T. Blackaby) 
 
4.  Acts 19:23-41 - Revival stirred up opposition among unbelievers. 
 
5.  Acts 19:26 - Revival came when God alone was recognized as God. 
 
6.  Acts 19:27 - Revival threatened all other religions. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 5 Mar 19:  Seek a closer, more personal walk with Jesus 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŦƻŎǳǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ Ƴŀƛƴ ŜŦŦƻǊǘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎƪ DƻŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ 
you want to do or feel you need to do, rather, seek to join Him and serve Him in what He is doing all around you. 
Pray that the reality of your close relationship with Jesus would naturally be evident to all, and be ready to share 
the truth of Jesus in your life ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǎƪǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳ ōǳǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘΦ  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 10, Day 3, Wednesday, 6 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+13%2C+14%3B+proverbs+6%3B+acts+20 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Wednesday, 6 March 19: 
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Acts 20:26, 27 ς άTherefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all, for I did not shrink from 
declaring to you the whole counsel of God.έ  
 
Paul felt tremendous conviction as well as ƎǊŜŀǘ ōǳǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƻ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ άǘƘŜ ǿƘƻle 
counsel of Godέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘƛƳ. In fact, he understood he would stand accountable before God for the 
ōƭƻƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻƳ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭΦ tŀǳƭ ǿŀǎ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƴŦƛǊƳƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƘŀŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ 9ȊŜƪƛŜƭ 
and what the Bible reaffirms in many other places ς  
 
  - Ezekiel 3:17-21 -- ά{ƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǿŀǘŎƘƳŀƴ for the house of Israel. Whenever you hear a word 
ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƳƻǳǘƘΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΦ LŦ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŎƪŜŘΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ŘƛŜΣΩ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ 
him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, in order to save his life, that wicked person 
shall die for his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand.  But if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn 
from his wickedness, or from his wicked way, he shall die for his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.  
Again, if a righteous person turns from his righteousness and commits injustice, and I lay a stumbling block before 
him, he shall die. Because you have not warned him, he shall die for his sin, and his righteous deeds that he has 
done shall not be remembered, but his blood I will require at your hand.  But if you warn the righteous person not 
ǘƻ ǎƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƴΣ ƘŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ƭƛǾŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻǳƭΦέ 
 
  - Acts 13:47 -- For so the Lord has commanded uǎΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άΨL ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ 
ōǊƛƴƎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦΩέ 
 
  - James 4:17 -- So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to do it, for him it is sin. 
 
  - Proverbs 24:11, 12 -- Rescue those who are being taken away to death; hold back those who are stumbling to 
the slaughter.  LŦ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅΣ ά.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ ǿŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘƛǎΣέ does not he who weighs the heart perceive it?  Does not 
he who keeps watch over your soul know it, and will he not repay man according to his work? 
 
Are you potentially guilty of the blood of people at your work, neighborhood or community because you failed to 
share the Gospel when you could haveΚ 5ƻŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭ ŜƭǎŜΚ  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 6 Mar 19: Pray that God will convict your heart and empower 
you to share the Gospel with those around you, regardless how you think they might respond.  άAnd Jesus came 
and said to them, ΨAll authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.Ωέ  (Matthew 
28:18-20) 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 10, Day 4, Thursday, 7 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+15%2C+16%3B+proverbs+7%3B+acts+21 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Thursday, 7 March 19: 
 
Acts 21:39 ς άPaul repliedΧ I beg you, permit me to speak to the people.Ωέ 
 
As mentioned in previous comments, Paul was single-mindedly intent on spreading the Gospel to as many as 
possible, which guided his response to every situation ς  
 
  - Romans 15:20 -- I make it my ambition to preach the gospelΧΦ  
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  - Romans 1:14, 15 -- I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish.  
So, I am eager to preach the gospelΧΦέ   
 
Paul risked his life to preach the truth of the Gospel in the Temple -- ά¢hey [the angry mob] were seeking to kill 
himέ ŀƴŘ ōŜŀǘ ƘƛƳ ǊǳǘƘƭŜǎǎƭȅΦ  ό!Ŏǘǎ нмΥомΣ онύ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŀǾŜŘ ōȅ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ 
take him to the barracks. However, Paul appealed with the tribune to let him speak to the mob before departing. 
άPaul, standing on the steps, motioned with his hand to the people. And when there was a great hush, he 
addressed them in the Hebrew languageΧΦέ ό!Ŏǘǎ нмΥплύ Wow! Now, that is focus and commitment to the Gospel!  
 
tǳǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǎƘƻŜǎ: You tried to share the Gospel with some people, and you were nearly killed, beaten, 
and arrested. Would you then, rather than simply leaving quietly under protection, turn right around and share the 
Gospel with those same enraged peopleΚ  IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅΣ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
rather see you dead, but do you have this sort of heart for those who persecute you? When persecuted, do you 
defend yourself, remain passive, or proclaim Christ? Unfortunately, it takes far less than a bloodthirsty mob for me 
to regularly lose sight of my calling from God to be His ambassador, making the most of every opportunity (good or 
bad) to share to Good News. How about you?  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 7 Mar 19: Today, pray for wholehearted Gospel commitment 
and boldness in sharing the Truth, both for you and for all believers.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 10, Day 5, Friday, 8 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+17%2C+18%3B+proverbs+8%3B+acts+22 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Friday, 8 March 19: 
 
Acts 22:3-7 -- άΧbeing zealous for God as all of you are this dayΧΦ L ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ²ŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀǘƘΧ L ŦŜƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ground and hearŘ ŀ ǾƻƛŎŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ Ψ{ŀǳƭΣ {ŀǳƭΣ ǿƘȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƴƎ ƳŜΚΩέ  
 
άΧōŜƛƴƎ ȊŜŀƭƻǳǎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΧ.έ Information can give you knowledge, but knowledge is not understanding, and 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΦ  {ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘŜ Bible to their lives to obtain 
understanding, like reading books about how to play football, without every playing the game.  Practical 
ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΦ  .ǳǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŦƻƻǘōŀƭƭΤ ƛǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ 
intelligent aǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΤ ƛǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ΨǿƛǎŜΩ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ²ƛǎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ DƻŘ ƪƴƻǿǎ 
ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ΨǊƛƎƘǘΦΩ ς άFor my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.  For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.έ  όLǎŀƛŀƘ ррΥуΣ фύ Wisdom is not obtained through intellect but only through spiritual revelation ς 
ά²isdomΧ comes down from above.  (James 3:15) Jesus explained only those born again can obtain wisdom 
through the Holy Spirit -- ά¢ǊǳƭȅΣ ǘǊǳƭȅΣ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƻƴŜ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƘŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ 
όWƻƘƴ оΥоύ άChrist, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.έ ό/ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴ нΥнΣ оύ Information 
is not transformation. But even born again Christians can quench the Spirit, grieve the Spirit, and get out of step 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ǎǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƛǎŀǇǇƭȅƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǘǊǳǘƘΦ  
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘƭȅ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǿƛǎŘƻƳΣΩ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǿŀǊƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ earthly, man-centered, counterfeit wisdom is 
actually demonic ς άThis is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic.έ 
(James 13:15) This form of wisdom is highly deceptive, may even involve misapplication of the Bible, and is 
destructive.  
 
Paul was zealous in his Bible application, but lacking in wisdom (a love relationship with Jesus and the gifting of the 
Holy Spirit) he persecuted Jesus and His body the church, while boldly proclaiming faith. Bible knowledge is 
misapplied and dangerous without the love of Christ compelling you, both in your understanding and in your 
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execution. This is why Paul said that if you have all the power in the world, and do miraculous things, ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜΣ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ tǊƻǾŜǊōǎ ǘŜƭƭǎ ȅƻǳΣ ά[ƛƪŜ ŀ ǘƘƻǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ǳǇ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŘǊǳƴƪŀǊŘ 
is a proverb in the mouth of fools [those who lack wisdom]Φέ όtǊƻǾŜǊōǎ нсΥфύ 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 -- άFor the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
ǎŀǾŜŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ CƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ άL ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŘƛǎŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘǿŀǊǘΦέ ²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘhe one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 
not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God 
through wisdom, it pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe.έ  
 
  - James 3:13-18 -- Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the 
meekness of wisdom.  But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false 
to the truth.  This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic.  For where 
jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice.  But the wisdom from above is 
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere.  And a 
harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 
 
  - Ephesians 5:15-17 -- Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the 
time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
 
άI persecuted this Way to the deathΧΦέ ²ƛǎŘƻƳ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳŜ ƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
spiritual bankruptcy apart from the riches of Christ.  tŀǳƭΩǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛƴŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŘŜǇǊŀǾƛǘȅΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ άL ǿŀǎ ŀ ǿƻǊǘƘƭŜǎǎ ǎƛƴƴŜǊ ǎŀǾŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƴƻǘ 
because of anything I had done or because of who I haŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜΣ ōǳǘ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŎŜΦέ 
LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǘƻƻΚ  .ǳǘ ȅŜǘ ǿŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ǇǊƛŘŜŦǳƭ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ΨǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΣΩ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘƛŘŜ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ƻǘƘŜǊs to see who we really are, 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎΣ ŘŜŦŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ΨǊƛƎƘǘǎΣΩ ŘŜƳŀƴŘƛƴƎ ΨƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΩ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
simultaneously claiming grace for ourselves from God. Not Paul, he wanted everyone to know exactly how 
unworthy he was so that the grace of God and the glory of Jesus Christ could be magnified before men. Paul 
wanted all attention, honor, glory, and praise to go to Jesus, and he wanted all other sinners like him to know that 
it is faith in Jesus Christ that saves, not good works done on earth. Do you want people to see goodness in you or 
greatness of God?  Lƴ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŘŜŦŜƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
ambassador and represent Him only, seeking reconciliation between your offender and Christ?  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 8 Mar 19: Today, get wisdom and share wisdom by knowing 
Jesus more and making Him known more. (Proverbs 4:5-7) 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 10, Day 6, Saturday, 9 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+19%2C+20%3B+proverbs+9%3B+psalm+28 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Saturday, 9 March 19: 
 
Numbers 20:10 -- άIŜŀǊ ƴƻǿΣ ȅƻǳ ǊŜōŜƭǎΥ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƻŎƪΚέ  
 
It is hard to completely understand what happened at Meribath. Moses Ψstruck the rockΩ the first time in Exodus 17 
ς no problem. This time, however, it cost him entry into the Promised Land, a seemingly dead end to a life journey.  
What happened?  ¢ǊǳŜΣ aƻǎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǊƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŎƪ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ άǎǇŜŀƪέ ǘƻ ƛǘΦ ¢ǊǳŜΣ aƻǎŜǎ 
seems to lose His temper. However, it would appear to me that the main issue (subject to much debate) was that 
Moses gave himself partial credit for the miracle of the water rather than giving all glory to God ς άǎƘŀƭƭ ²9 ōǊƛƴƎ 
ǿŀǘŜǊΧΦέ DƻŘ rebuked Moses, saying -- ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ƳŜΣ ǘƻ ǳǇƘƻƭŘ a9 ŀǎ Ih[¸ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦ 

https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+19%2C+20%3B+proverbs+9%3B+psalm+28
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the people of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land that I have given them (Numbers 
нлΥмнύΦέ  Lǘ ƛǎ ǳƴǘƘƛƴƪŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ DƻŘΩǎ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ IƛƳ ŀƴŘ IƛƳ 
alone, and ALL glory must go to God.  
 
ά¢herefore, you shall not bring this assembly into the land that I have given themΦέ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ aƻǎŜǎ 
may seem extremely harsh and unfair. After all, Moses had dedicated his whole life to humbly leading this stiff-
necked people through great challengeǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎŜǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎΦ  
However, God holds leaders to a much higher standard than He does others (James 3:1), and when such an 
influential leader fails to uphold God as holy in the eyes of the people, that is a monumental violation that must be 
dealt with powerfully and publicly (before all who witnessed the offense).  
 
άAnd we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to 
his purpose.  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order 
that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.έ (Romans 8:28, 29)  LŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻƭŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ aƻǎŜǎΩ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ 
to lead the people into the Promised land, then tƘƛǎ ƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǘǊŀƎƛŎ ŜƴŘ aƻǎŜǎΩ ƭƛŦŜ ς he failed miserably 
ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘΦ Everything he had worked for was lost.  However, God had a much greater plan for Moses.  God 
ƎŀǾŜ aƻǎŜǎ ŀ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ Iƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ōǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ŦƻǊ aƻses was to draw Moses closer to Him 
ƛƴ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ άǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ Iƛǎ {ƻƴΦέ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƘŀǘ aƻǎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ όǘƘŜ 
ǘŀǎƪύ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ όǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜύΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΚ  άΧthat they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sentΧΦ they may be one even 
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you 
sent me and loved them even as you loved me.έ όWƻƘƴ мтΥоΣ ннΣ ноύ  
 
DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŦƛƴŜǎ aƻǎŜǎΩ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ to reveal the reality of His grace and sufficiency 
to Moses ς this was personal.  God was more interested in MosesΩ relationship with Him than in Moses reaching 
the temporal goal of crossing the Jordon River.  DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ aƻǎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘΣ ƳǳŎƘ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Iƛǎ 
standard for everyone else, because Moses was at a different place in his relationship with God than anyone else, 
and God intended to take Moses tƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ōȅ ŜȄǇƻǎƛƴƎ aƻǎŜǎΩ ƘƛŘŘŜƴ ǇǊƛŘŜ so Moses would understand his 
total reliance on the love and grace of God. And ultimately, Moses did make it to the Promised Land, but in a much 
more powerful way -- ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ 9ƭƛƧŀƘ ǿƛǘƘ aoses, and they were talking with Jesus (Mark 
фΥпύΦέ 
 
9ǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ άYƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ hƴŜ IŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜƴǘΣ WŜǎǳǎΦέ 
(John 17:3) God often causes us to fail in our areas of strength we tend to rely on and take pride in order to expose 
and tear down our idols which stand in the way of our reliance on Him and fidelity to Him. Moses was the 
humblest man of his time, but he failed in pride so he could ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳ 
was known for his faith, yet time and time again, God had to expose his lack of faith. Solomon was the wisest man 
of his day, and God had to bring him to the place where he would see that his ΨwisdomΩ and unapparelled 
ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ άƳŜŀƴƛƴƎƭŜǎǎΦέ tŜǘŜǊ was courageous, yet he had to fail through cowardice, 
denying Christ three times, in order to come to a place where he truly understood ǘƘŜ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ 
empower Peter to truly die for Christ.   
 
Where might you still be trying to share glory with God ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ΨǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎΩ ǿƛƭƭ 
DƻŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƻǎŜ ŀǎ ƛŘƻƭǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΚ 
 
Psalm 28:8, 9 ς άThe Lord is the strength of his people; he is the saving refuge of his anointed.  Oh, save your 
people and bless your heritage!  Be their shepherd and carry them forever.έ 
 
God wants you to learn to rely solely on Him in complete confidence and have fullness of peace and joy in Him.  
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŀƴƻƛƴǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ  м WƻƘƴ ǎŀȅǎΣ άBut you have been anointed by the Holy One, and 
you all have knowledgeΧΦ  But the anointing that you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that 
anyone should teach you. But as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie τ just as it 
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Ƙŀǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳΣ ŀōƛŘŜ ƛƴ ƘƛƳΦέ (1 John 2:20, 27)  Revelation 21 says, άThe one who conquers will have this heritage, 
and I will be his God and he will be my son.έ όwŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻn 21:7) άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊǎŀƪŜ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΤ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ 
ŀōŀƴŘƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦέ όPsalm 94:14) The Lord Himself is your strength, your shield and your rock; call on Him, 
trust in Him, and give Him thanks.  (Psalm 28:1, 7) He will never abandon you.  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 9 Mar 19: ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜ 
Him all the glory. Trust God with both your successes and failures, and be further conformed to the character of 
Christ.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 10, Day 7, Sunday, 10 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+21%2C+22%3B+proverbs+10%3B+psalm+29%2C+30 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Sunday, 10 March 19: 
 
Numbers 22:7 ς άSo the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the fees for divination in their 
ƘŀƴŘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ .ŀƭŀŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ƘƛƳ .ŀƭŀƪΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΦέ 
 
The story of Balak and Balaam is quiet fascinating and full of important lessons for us.  Balaam was a false prophet 
who God used, much like God uses many wicked people, to fulfill His greater purposes. Through the story of 
Balaam, we can learn much about false prophets and ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǎŜƭŦƛǎƘΣ Ƴŀƴ-
centered ends.  
 
At first glance, Balaam might appear somewhat noble in this chapter. Afterall, he does say to Balak and his princes, 
άI [can] not go beyond the command of the Lord my God to do less or moreΧΦ ώŀƴŘϐ άThe word that God puts in my 
mouth, that must I speakΦέ όbǳƳōŜǊǎ ннΥмуΣ оуύ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ if we look closer, we will see the true heart of Balaam, 
which is wicked.  
 
.ŀƭŀŀƳ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ΨǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƎƻŘΩ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎ ŘƛǾƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻŦƛǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ǇǊƻƘƛōƛǘŜŘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
word (Deuteronomy 18:9-14), and he served as the agent of godless governments which practiced idolatry. The 
Bible has many warnings about false prophets, one being a warning against those who pedal the word of God for 
profit ς άAnd in their greed they will exploit you with false words.έ όн tŜǘŜǊ нΥоύ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅΣ άYou received 
without paying; give without pay.έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ млΥуύ 
 
Peter further expands upon his warnings about greedy false prophets, using Balaam as his example ς άThey entice 
unsteady souls. They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed children!  Forsaking the right way, they have gone 
astray. They have followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved gain from wrongdoing, but was rebuked 
foǊ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴΤ ŀ ǎǇŜŜŎƘƭŜǎǎ ŘƻƴƪŜȅ ǎǇƻƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘΩǎ ƳŀŘƴŜǎǎΦέ όн 
Peter 2:14-16) Again, we should be careful not to assume that since God used Balaam to speak truth, Balaam was a 
worthy prophet. Likewise, we must ōŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ is sent by 
God. Judge the tree by its fruit.  
 
  - Matthew 7:15-23 -- ά.ŜǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΣ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǎƘŜŜǇΩǎ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƛƴǿŀǊŘƭȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŀǾŜƴƻǳǎ 
wolves. You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes, or figs from thistles?  So, 
every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit.  A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor 
can a diseased tree bear good fruit.  Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  
¢Ƙǳǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜƳ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǊǳƛǘǎΦ  bƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ Ψ[ƻǊŘΣ [ƻǊŘΣΩ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ 
heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.  On tƘŀǘ Řŀȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ Ψ[ƻǊŘΣ 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your 
ƴŀƳŜΚΩ  !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ L ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ΨL ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴŜǿ ȅƻǳΤ ŘŜǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǿƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎΦΩέ 
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To undŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΣ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ΨǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΣΩ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ƛƴ wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ 
άBut I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to 
put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual 
immorality.έ όwŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ нΥмпύ Balaam would later counsel Balak to sabotage the Israelites by enticing them to 
practice sexual immorality and idolatry, and it apparently worked as described in the verses below:  
 
  - Numbers 25:1-9 ς ά²ƘƛƭŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ {ƘƛǘǘƛƳΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǿƘƻǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ aƻŀōΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ 
invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods.  So Israel 
yoked himself to Baal of Peor. And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel.  And the Lord said to Moses, 
ά¢ŀƪŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜǊŎŜ ŀƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ Ƴŀȅ 
turn away from IsraŜƭΦέ  !ƴŘ aƻǎŜǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜǎ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ά9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƪƛƭƭ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻƪŜŘ 
ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƻ .ŀŀƭ ƻŦ tŜƻǊΦέ  !ƴŘ ōŜƘƻƭŘΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŀ aƛŘƛŀƴƛǘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ 
family, in the sight of Moses and in the sight of the whole congregation of the people of Israel, while they were 
weeping in the entrance of the tent of meeting.  When Phinehas the son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, saw it, 
he rose and left the congregation and took a spear in his hand and went after the man of Israel into the chamber 
and pierced both of them, the man of Israel and the woman through her belly. Thus the plague on the people of 
Israel was stopped.  Nevertheless, those who died by the plague were twenty-four thousand. 
 
  - Numbers 31:16 ς ά.ŜƘƻƭŘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜΣ ƻƴ .ŀƭŀŀƳΩǎ ŀŘǾƛŎŜΣ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ǘǊŜŀŎƘŜǊƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ 
the Lord in the incident of Peor, and so the plague came among the congregation of the Lord.έ 
 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǳŦŦŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ an ungodly prophet supported by government officials, perhaps under a 
theme of maintaining peace among diverse population groups.  God eventually dealt with Balaam the false 
ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘΣ άBalaam also, the son of Beor, the one who practiced divination, was killed with the sword by the people 
of Israel among the rest of their slain, (Joshua 13:22), but not before Balaam induced many Israelites to fall to sin. 
άFor false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if 
possible, even the elect.έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ нпΥнпύ Today, not only has the government changed laws to support sexual 
immorality condemned by God, many churches now are endorsing it, even celebrating it. Who are the Balaks and 
Balaams of our day? Where do we stand?  
 
A final point is that we must be careful personally not to make the mistake of Balaam by trying ǘƻ ǳǎŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ 
for our personal gain, such as to win an argument, to impress others, or to simply support our own sense of 
ΨǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΦΩ ²ƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƛn a selfish or self-centered way, whenever we are representing our 
own self-ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ƻǳǊ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ have become 
a false teacher ς teaching from false motives.  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 10 Mar 19: Pray that God will give you the heart of a good 
Berean, who tests the words of others with your own diligent prayerful Bible study, and pray that God will give you 
ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǳǎŜǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǘǊǳŜ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻr for Christ on the ministry of reconciliation.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 11, Day 1, Monday, 11 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+23%2C+24%3B+proverbs+11%3B+acts+23 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Monday, 11 March 19: 
 
Acts 23:11 ς άThe following night the Lord stood by him and said, ΨTake courage, for as you have testified to the 
facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome.Ωέ 
 
Lǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ǊƻŀŘ ŦƻǊ tŀǳƭΥ IŜ ǿŀǎ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ !ƴǘƛƻŎƘ ό!Ŏǘǎ моύΤ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ǎǘƻƴŜŘ 
at Iconium and fled (Acts 14); he was stoned and left for dead at Lystra (Acts 14); he was attacked, beaten, and 
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imprisoned at Philippi (Acts 16); he was evacuated out of Thessalonica and Berea to escape an angry mobs (Acts 
17); ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ōŜŀǘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ό!Ŏǘǎ нмύΣ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŦƭƻƎƎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōǳƴŜ ό!Ŏǘǎ ннύΣ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ άǘƻǊƴ ǘƻ 
ǇƛŜŎŜǎέ ōy the council (Acts 23); and soon Paul will discover that forty assassins have committed to kill him, vowing 
by oath neither to eat nor drink till they have. (Acts 23:12) And Paul knows his journey is not going to get easier, 
culminating with his death.  No one could blame Paul if he started feeling a bit discouraged, even defeated.   
 
.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ōȅ tŀǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ŀƪŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƪ ǿƻǊŘ ǳǎŜŘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ TƘŀǊǎŞǁ ς be bold; be of good 
cheer; radiate confidence; be firm, resolute, and steady in the face of trials set before you. This word is used seven 
(7) other times in the New Testament, all by Jesus (Matthew 9:2; Mathew 9:22; Matthew 14:27; Mark 6:50; Mark 
10:49; Luke 8:48; and John 16:33), either when Jesus was healing a person through His miraculous power or to 
comfort the disciples who were gripped by fear when He walked on water. In all cases, the message is the same ς 
ά¢ŀƪŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΤ L ƘŀǾŜ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ (John 16:33) 
 
  -  1 John 4:4 -- Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he 
who is in the world. 
 
  - 1 John 5:4 -- For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has 
overcome the worldτour faith. 
 
  - 1 John 5:5 -- Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 
 
We will all face great life challenges, not just the persecution that comes from being a Christian, but also the pains 
that come from living in a fallen world, including sickness and death. But through it all, Jesus stands beside us and 
ǎŀȅǎΣ ά¢ŀƪŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜΣ ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ƻǾŜǊŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ and in me, you have the victory that has overcome the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ !ƴŘΣ άwe know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose.  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.έ όwƻƳŀƴǎ уΥнуΣ нфύ  
 
Sometimes, we face life challenges because of the consequences of our own sins, but this too is intended to draw 
us closer to Jesus in repentance and reconciliation as we learn to trust in the sufficiency of His grace and to walk in 
grace closer to Him with each new day ς  
 
  - 1 John 1:9 -- If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 
  - Romans 8:31-39 --  What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did 
not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?  Who 
ǎƘŀƭƭ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ŜƭŜŎǘΚ  Lǘ ƛǎ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ƧǳǎǘƛŦƛŜǎΦ  ²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘŜƳƴΚ  /ƘǊƛǎǘ WŜǎus is the one 
who diedτmore than that, who was raisedτwho is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.  
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?  Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or ǎǿƻǊŘΚ  !ǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ άCƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŀƪŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƭƻƴƎΤ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ǎƘŜŜǇ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊŜŘΦέ  bƻΣ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŎƻƴǉǳŜǊƻǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘƛƳ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜŘ 
us.  For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 11 Mar 19: Today, no matter what happens, take courage, be of 
good cheer, radiate joyful confidence, and press forward boldly, trusting not in your strength or righteousness but 
in the strength and righteousness of Christ and in your victory in Him who has overcome the world.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 11, Day 2, Tuesday, 12 March 2019 
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https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+25%2C+26%3B+proverbs+12%3B+acts+24 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Tuesday, 12 March 19: 
 
Acts 24:22, 24-27 ς άBut Felix, having a rather accurate knowledge of the Way, put them offΧΦ After some days 
Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish, and he sent for Paul and heard him speak about faith in Christ 
Jesus.  And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the coming judgment, Felix was alarmed and 
said, ΨGo away for the present. When I get an opportunity, I will summon you.Ω  At the same time, he hoped that 
money would be given him by Paul.  So, he sent for him often and conversed with him.  When two years had 
elapsed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus. And desiring to do the Jews a favor, Felix left Paul in prison.έ 
 
tŀǳƭ άǊŜŀǎƻƴŜŘέ ǿƛǘƘ CŜƭƛȄ ŀƴŘ 5Ǌǳǎƛƭƭŀ άŀōƻǳǘ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŦ-control and thŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘΣέ ŀƴŘ CŜƭƛȄ 
was alarmed. Felix had good reason to be alarmed -- he was a ruthless and unscrupulous governor, and Drusilla 
(the granddaughter of Herod Antipas and the daughter of Herod Agrippa the first) was his second wife (of three) 
who divorced her husband, Azizus, the King of Emesa, to marry him.  CŜƭƛȄ ƘŀŘ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜ άƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀȅ 
(Christianity), but dismissed the truth -- CŜƭƛȄ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ tŀǳƭΣ άGo away for the present. When I get an opportunity, I 
will summon you.έ .ǳǘ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ CŜƭƛȄ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ tŀǳƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƴƻ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻƴ CŜƭƛȄΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  Felix dƛŘƴΩǘ 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀ άƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜέ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ς ƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜǇŜƴǘ and accept Jesus as his Savior. 
So, Felix chose not to decide, which is really a choice to reject the truth.  
 
άAnd do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.έ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ пΥолύ 
Perhaps the Holy Spirit has convicted you to make a change or to take action in some area in your life. Perhaps you 
need to address an area of compromise in your life; perhaps you need to forgive someone or seek forgiveness; 
perhaps you have been putting off giving or serving in a way God has convicted you to give or serve.  5ƻƴΩǘ ŘŜƭŀȅ ς 
delayed obedience is disobedience. The longer you put off the truth, the easier it becomes to ignore it and forget 
about it, and the more you lose receptivity to the truth in general. Conversely, if you are faithful with the truth, 
more will be given to you.  άIf we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit.έ όDŀƭŀǘƛŀƴǎ рΥнрύ άIƻǿ 
long will you go limping between two different opinions? If the Lord is God, follow him; but if Baal, then follow 
ƘƛƳΦέ (1 Kings 18:21) 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 12 Mar 19: Obey without delay.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 11, Day 3, Wednesday, 13 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+27%2C+28%3B+proverbs+13%3B+acts+25 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Wednesday, 13 March 19: 
 
Chapter 27 has much to teach us about the heart of a real leader.  Below are just a couple of points for 
consideration:  
 
Numbers 27:14-17 -- "You also shall be gathered to your people, as your brother Aaron was, because you rebelled 
against my word in the wilderness of Zin when the congregation quarreled, failing to uphold me as holy at the 
waters before their eyesΧΦ  Moses said to the LORD, 'May the LORD, the God of the spirits of all mankind, appoint 
a man over this community to go out and come in before them, one who will lead them out and bring them in, so 
ǘƘŜ [hw5Ωǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƘŜŜǇ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΦέ  
 
  - Moses had the heart of a true leader. He had just been told by the Lord that it was his time to die -- he would 
not lead the people into the Promised Land because Moses had failed.  aƻǎŜǎ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴΣ ōƭŀƳŜ-shift or 
defend himself before the Lord.  Rather, Moses' immediate concern is for the people and their welfare.  Moses 
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asks God to provide the people with ŀ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ΨǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΩ ǘƘŜm because Moses has the heart of a 
shepherd.  !ǎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƻƴŎŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŜƭƭ ƻŦ ǎƘŜŜǇΣ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΦέ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
were hard to lead, constantly drifting into sinful, destructive practices, often rebelling against Moses himself, even 
threatening his life more than once. Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ŀǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻǳǘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀǊǊŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƻf the congregation 
that incited Moses to temporarily lose his temper and dishonor God.  Yet Moses remains committed to them.  
¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ aƻǎŜǎΦ  hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ǎƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ ƭŀȅǎ 
down his life for thŜ ǎƘŜŜǇΦέ όJohn 10:11) Despite our infidelity, Jesus remains faithful. It is His leadership we seek 
to emulate.  
 
Numbers 27:18 -- ά¢ŀƪŜ WƻǎƘǳŀ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ bǳƴΣ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ ǿƘƻƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀȅ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƘƛƳΦέ  
 
  - WƻǎƘǳŀ ǿŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ [ŀƴŘΤ aƻǎŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ WƻǎƘǳŀΣ DƻŘ ŘƛŘΦ 
Joshua was uniquely qualified for the job. First and foremost, he was filled with the Spirit. True leaders are led by 
the Spirit and lead by the Spirit ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ So, true leaders are followers, guided by the Spirit.  And true 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ  {ƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƻƴŎŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά[ŜŀŘŜǊǎ 
ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦέ  WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άL ŀƳ ǘƘŜ ²ŀȅΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊǳǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦŜΦ  No one comes to the Father 
except through me.έ όWƻƘƴ мпΥсύ άaȅ ǎƘŜŜǇ ƘŜŀǊ Ƴȅ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜΦέ όJohn 10:27) 
άCƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴΦέ (Mark 1:17) 
 
Of note, WƻǎƘǳŀΩǎ ƴŀƳŜ ƳŜŀƴǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ {ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ IŜōǊŜǿ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ άWŜǎǳǎΦέ  
 
Joshua was a man of great experience, character, competence and commitment.  For 40 years Joshua served as 
aƻǎŜǎΩ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŀƛŘŜΣ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜǎΩ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ Amalek, and was one of the two spies (Caleb the 
other) that encouraged the Israelites to enter the Promised Land in faith, despite the strength of their enemies. He 
served the Lord wholeheartedly and was a great example to others.   
 
People and nations need mighty, faithful leaders such as Joshua who are led by the Spirit and equipped with 
character and competence. Who are the Joshuas of today?  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 13 Mar 19:  Regardless your leadership role, follow Jesus, be led 
by the Spirit, and lead others to Christ -- άLŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜΣ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ŘŜƴȅ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ Ƙƛǎ 
cross and follow me.έ όaŀǊƪ уΥопύ άIf anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, there will my servant 
be also. If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.έ (John 12:26) 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 11, Day 4, Thursday, 14 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+29%2C+30%3B+proverbs+14%3B+acts+26 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Thursday, 14 March 19: 
 
Acts 26:17-20 ς άL ŀƳ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ǘǳǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŘŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by 
ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ƳŜΧΦ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǇŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŘŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜΦέ 
 
The Bible is clear we are saved by faith, not by works or deeds ς άFor by grace you have been saved through faith. 
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.έ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ 
2:8, 9) However, the Bible is also clear that saving faith also produces sanctification and the fruit of good works ς 
άŘŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ.έ As Ephesians 2 continues to state, άFor we are his workmanship, created 
in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.έ ό9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ нΥмлύ 
Our deeds are not the means to salvation but rather the evidence of our salvation. Martin Luther said, because of 
our faith, ǿŜ άŦǊŜŜƭȅΣ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅŦǳƭƭȅ Řƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ 
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praise the God who has shown [us] such grace. Thus, it is just as impossible to separate faith and works as it is to 
separate heat and light fǊƻƳ ŦƛǊŜΗέ 
 
Paul reminds us that we are justified by faith, but we are also sanctified by faith as we progressively learn to step 
out in faith and obedience ς ά²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ DƻŘΦέ όIŜōǊŜǿǎ ммΥсύ As the Father conforms 
us to the iƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ Iƛǎ {ƻƴΣ WŜǎǳǎΣ IŜ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ Řƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ 
view, and this takes faith, faith that is given to us by the Holy Spirit, but which we must employ. Certainly, Paul is a 
good example for us. Compelled by the love of Christ to spread the Gospel to as many as possible at all cost, his 
actions were baffling to most ς άFestus said with a loud voice, ΨPaul, you are out of your mind; your great learning 
is driving you out of your mind.Ω ΦΦΦAnd Agrippa said to Festus, ΨThis man could have been set free if he had not 
appealed to Caesar.Ωέ (Acts 26:24, 32)  
 
How far are you willing to go in your faith to love God and others? άHave this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be 
grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And being found 
in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.έ 
(Philippians 2:5-8) Are you ready to empty yourself, completely humble yourself, take up the form of a servant, 
ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘ ǳƴǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘΚ  ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƛŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅΚ  άIf anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ мсΥнпύ Why was Paul so bold before those who 
could take his life? He had already died ς άI have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me.  And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself 
for me.έ όDŀƭŀǘƛŀƴǎ нΥнлύ ²Ƙŀǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΚ  
 
  - Hebrews 10:38 ς ά.ǳǘ Ƴȅ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ƻƴŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ƘŜ ǎƘǊƛƴƪǎ ōŀŎƪΣ Ƴȅ ǎƻǳƭ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻ ǇƭŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƛƴ 
ƘƛƳΦέ 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 14 Mar 19: With full assurance of your salvation in Christ, 
Ψperform deeds in keeping with their repentanceΣΩ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƻ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 11, Day 5, Friday, 15 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+31%2C+32%3B+proverbs+15%3B+acts+27 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Friday, 15 March 19: 
 
Acts 27:11, 12, 21, 25 ς άBut the centurion paid more attention to the pilot and to the owner of the ship than to 
what Paul said.  AndΧ the majority decided to put out to sea from thereΧ.  Paul stood up among them and saidΧΦ 
take heart, men, for I have faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told.έ 
 
DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜŦȅ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘǎΣ ΨŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎŜƴǎŜΣΩ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭǎΦ 9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ 
will decide in whom or in what they will place their faith, whether they will take God at His word in faith or rely on 
ǿƻǊƭŘƭȅ ΨǿƛǎŘƻƳΦΩ  
 
Paul had no credibility as a sailor, but as an ambassador for Christ, he tried to warn everyone of impending doom, 
but they refused to listen. When the sailors, soldiers, prisoners and passengers finally did decide to listen to Paul, 
ƘŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ deliverance from the storm required their complete commitment, an all or nothing 
proposition -- ά¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜƴ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƛǇΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΦέ (Acts 27:31) He also demonstrated that 
faith in God is revealed by confident thanksgiving in the face of apparent crisis -- άIe took bread, and giving thanks 
to God in the presence of all he broke it and began to eat.έ ό!Ŏǘǎ нтΥорύ ¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ tŀǳƭΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ 
influence, all 276 persons in the ship survived despite the apparent odds.  
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άhŦ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ many books there is no end, and much study is a weariness of the flesh.  The end of the matter; all has 
ōŜŜƴ ƘŜŀǊŘΦ  CŜŀǊ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ Řǳǘȅ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΦέ ό9ŎŎƭŜǎƛŀǎǘŜǎ мнΥмнΣ моύ 
άTrust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge 
him, and he will make straight your paths.  Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil.έ 
(Proverbs 3:5-7) Trust and obey God wholeheartedly despite all other iƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
word is clear on a matter, fully commit to it with thanksgiving as a witness to all around you.  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 15 Mar 19:  Trust and obey no matter what others say, and 
proclaim Christ along the way.  
 

 
DBRP - WEEK 11, Day 6, Saturday, 16 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+33%2C+34%3B+proverbs+16%3B+pslam+31 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Saturday, 16 March 19: 
 
Numbers 33 ς άAnd they set out fromΧΦ and camped atΧΦέ  
 
Numbers 33 lists all the movements and encampments of the Israelites during their 40 years in the desert, from 
Egypt to the plains of MoabΦ hǾŜǊ пл ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ Iƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 
ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŜŀŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƧƻȅǎΣ ǎƻǊǊƻǿǎΣ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ holiness, 
sovereignty, providence, mercy and grace. As an LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜ ƛƴ aƻǎŜǎΩ Řŀȅ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀōǊƛŘƎŜŘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ 
history, I suspect he might be overwhelmed by emotion. As God prepared His people for the next great chapter in 
their lives, He wanted them to first recount all that He had already done in their lives so they would not lose sight 
of their total dependence upon Him and His steadfast love, faithfulness, mercy and grace.  
 
The pillar of cloud and fire led the Israelites all over the desert for forty years to eventually bring them to the 
Jordan River, which is only a two-week journey from Egypt by direct route. .ǳǘ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅΣ DƻŘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ [ŀƴŘΣ IŜ ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ IƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ !ƴŘ ŀǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ aƻǎŜǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ 
allowed to cross the Jordon River with thŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ aƻǎŜǎΩ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ 
Him than He was about Moses reaching a temporal objective. The IsraelitesΩ complicated and tedious path through 
the wilderness was a journey of ǎŀƴŎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘo Him -- άΧŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΩǎ ǎŀƪŜ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀŘ 
me and guide meΦέ όtǎŀƭƳ омΥоύ [ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΣ ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ  
άƻƴŜέ ǿƛǘƘ IƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ς  
 
  - John 17:3, 21 -- And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 
sentΧΦ that they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me. 
 
  - Romans 8:28, 29 -- And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who 
are called according to his purpose.  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
 
άOn their gods also the Lord executed judgmentsΧΦ destroy all their figured stones and destroy all their metal 
images and demolish all their high places.έ (Numbers 33:4, 52) The bookends of the IsraeƭƛǘŜǎΩ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ 
are idolatry ς God substitutes. The Lord miraculously and triumphantly led His people out of the idolatrous land of 
9ƎȅǇǘΣ ōǳǘ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜǎ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎƭȅ ŘǊƛŦǘŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴǘƻ ƛŘƻƭŀǘrous thinking, resulting 
ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜΦ DƻŘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 9ƎȅǇǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǇŜƴǘ пл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 9ƎȅǇǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ 
bƻǿΣ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ Iƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƭŀƴŘ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƛŘƻƭŀǘǊȅΣ ŀ άtǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ [ŀƴŘέ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜ IƛƳ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƳƛǎŜΣ ƛŦ 
they refuse to accept ŀƴȅ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ IƛƳΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ άŘŜƳƻƭƛǎƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƛƎƘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΦέ DƻŘ gave the people a 
strict warning to tear down the idols so they could experience the fullness of joy in Him. Likewise, God calls us to 
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tear down our idols, those things that detract from our right relationship with Him; and to be clear, our idols are 
not small statues ς  
 
  -- 1 Samuel 15:23 -- For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. 
 
 -- Colossians 3:5 -- Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, 
and covetousness, which is idolatry. 
 
Perhaps you have been wandering too long in your own personal desert wilderness because you are still hanging 
ƻƴ ǘƻ ƛŘƻƭǎΦ tŜǊƘŀǇǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƻǾŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƴŜǿ ΨǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ƭŀƴŘΩ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƻƻ ǎǳǎŎŜǇǘƛōƭŜ 
to being ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜŘ ōȅ ƛŘƻƭŀǘǊȅΦ  ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ Ƴȅ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘΣ ŦƭŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƛŘƻƭŀǘǊȅΦέ ό1 Corinthians 10:14) Pray that God 
ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇǎŀƭƳƛǎǘ -- άI hate those who pay regard to worthless idols, but I trust in the Lord.  
I will rejoice and be glad in your steadfast love, because you have seen my affliction; you have known the distress 
of my soul, and you have not delivered me into the hand of the enemy; you have set my feet in a broad place.έ 
(Psalm 31:6-8) 
 
Job 21:22-30 -- ά!ƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŀǘ peace; thereby good will come to you.  Receive instruction from his 
mouth, and lay up his words in your heart.  If you return to the Almighty you will be built up; if you remove 
injustice far from your tents, if you lay gold in the dust, and gold of Ophir among the stones of the torrent-bed, 
then the Almighty will be your gold and your precious silver.  For then you will delight yourself in the Almighty and 
lift up your face to God.  You will make your prayer to him, and he will hear you, and you will pay your vows.  You 
will decide on a matter, and it will be established for you, and light will shine on your ways.  For when they are 
ƘǳƳōƭŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅΣ ΨLǘ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƛŘŜΩΤ but he saves the lowly.  He delivers even the one who is not innocent, 
who will be ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŜŀƴƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŀƴŘǎΦέ 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 16 Mar 19: Today, clean out your tent ς remove from your life 
(your thought and your physical life) all that dishonors God for distracts you from God.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 12, Day 7, Sunday, 17 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=numbers+35%2C+36%3B+proverbs+17%3B+pslam+32%2C+33 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Sunday, 17 March 19:  
 
Psalm 32:1 ς ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǎƛƴ ƛǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŜŘΦέ 
 
Guilt. Repentance. Confession. Judgment or mercy and grace. Blessings or curses.  
 
Psalm 32 begins and ends with enthusiastic testimony about the blessings of being forgiven by the Lord and 
ŎƭŜŀƴǎŜŘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƛƴƛǉǳƛǘȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴΦ όtǎŀƭƳ онΥмΣ нύ  
 
The psalmist begins his personal testimony by telling of his intense burden of being racked with guilt over hidden 
sin, which affected him spiritually, mentally, emotionally and physically ς άCƻǊ ǿƘŜƴ L ƪŜǇǘ ǎƛƭŜƴǘΣ Ƴȅ ōƻƴŜǎ ǿŀǎǘŜŘ 
away through my groaning all day long.  For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried 
ǳǇ ŀǎ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘ ƻŦ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦέ όtǎŀƭƳ онΥоΣ пύ The first step to receiving forgiveness is having genuine remorse for 
sin, a good guilt that leads to repentance, rather than the destructive guilt of self-pity and victimism.  
 
  - Psalm 38:4 -- For my iniquities have gone over my head; like a heavy burden, they are too heavy for me. 
 
  - 2 Corinthians 7:10 -- For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas 
worldly grief produces death. 



2019 Defenders Bible Reading Plan Study Notes 

107 

 

 
  - Isaiah 66:2 -- But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my 
word. 
 
  - Psalm 51:17 -- The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 
In his guilt, the psalmist repented and confessed His sin to the Lord -- άL ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨL ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎ Ƴȅ ǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣΩ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǉǳƛǘȅ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎƛƴΦέ όtǎŀƭƳ онΥрύ ²ƛǘƘ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŎƻƳŜǎ 
forgiveness, and with forgiveness comes freedom, peace and joy ς  
 
  - 1 John 1:9 -- If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 
  - Psalm 103:12 -- As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 
 
  - Isaiah 43:25 -- I, even I, am he who blots out your transgressions, for my own sake, and remembers your sins no 
more.... 
 
  - LǎŀƛŀƘ мΥ му ά/ƻƳŜ ƴƻǿΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊΣέ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ ά¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǎŎŀǊƭŜǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ 
as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool." 
 
However, we must be careful not to use our freedom in forgiveness to drift back into the sins that God abhors and 
that destroy ς  
 
  - Galatians 5:1 -- For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery. 
 
  - Galatians 5:13, 14 -- For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity 
for the flesh, but through love serve one another.  CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƭŀǿ ƛǎ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ǿƻǊŘΥ ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦέ 
 
  - 1 Peter 2:16 -- Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants 
of God. 
 
¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǎŀƭƳƛǎǘ ǿŀǊƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƻŘƭȅ ǘƻ άƻŦŦŜǊ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǘƻ ώDƻŘϐ ŀǘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ώIŜϐ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΤ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳǎƘ 
ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǿŀǘŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƘƛƳΦέ όtǎŀƭƳ онΥсύ ¢ƘŜ ǇǎŀƭƳƛǎǘ Ƴŀȅ have had the great flood of NoahΩǎ Řŀȅ in 
mind here when he provided this imagery. We must ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŜ ǳǇƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ŘŜƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ, and 
continue in sinΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ Ƙŀǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǾƻƛŘ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜΣ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
judgment.  
 
  - Isaiah 55:6 -- ά{ŜŜƪ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘΤ Ŏŀƭƭ ǳǇƻƴ ƘƛƳ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊΧΦέ  
 
Then the psalmist describes two types of people, those who are guided by the spirit and those who are led by the 
flesh, those who listen to God and those who listen to their own instincts and desires. The psalmist describes those 
who ignore their conscience (see Romans 1) as animals and warns ς ά.Ŝ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜ ƻǊ ŀ ƳǳƭŜΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŎǳǊōŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ōƛǘ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛŘƭŜΧΦ  aŀƴȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘe sorrows of the wickedΧΦέ όtǎŀƭƳ онΥфΣ 
10) Too often we ignore the conviction of the Holy Spirit in our lives, which leaves us responding to the 
consequences of our own bad decisions, like a mule which must be guided by force. How much better is it to listen 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ǊŜōǳƪŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ōƭƻǿǎΚ άA rebuke goes deeper into a man of 
understanding than a hundred blows into a fool.έ όtǊƻǾŜǊōǎ мтΥмлύ ²ƛǎŘƻƳ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƎǳƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ŀƴŘ 
having the internal discipline to obey without requiring external discipline to keep you on track. The key is humility 
as opposed to pride ς  
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  - Psalm 49:20 -- Man in his pomp, yet without understanding, is like the beasts that perish. 
 
  - Proverbs 11:2 -- When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom. 
 
  - Proverbs 29:23 -- One's pride will bring him low, but he who is lowly in spirit will obtain honor. 
 
  - Matthew 5:3-10 -- ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘheirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they shall be comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.  Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.  Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive 
mercy.  Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.  Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called 
ǎƻƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ  .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎƴŜǎǎΩ ǎŀƪŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴΦέ 
 
  - Isaiah 2:17 -- And the haughtiness of man shall be humbled, and the lofty pride of men shall be brought low, and 
the Lord alone will be exalted in that day. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǇǎŀƭƳƛǎǘ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜǎΣ ά{ǘŜŀŘŦŀǎǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ .Ŝ Ǝlad in the Lord, and rejoice, 
h ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ƧƻȅΣ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ǳǇǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǊǘΗέ όtǎŀƭƳ онΥмлΣ ммύ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ 
ȅƻǳ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ Ƨƻȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴǘƭȅ ƛƴ Iƛs 
grace.  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 17 Mar 19: Listen humbly to the conviction of the Holy Spirit, 
confess your sins today, without delay, turn away from evil, and rejoice in your freedom in Christ.  
 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 12, Day 1, Monday, 18 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Deuteronomy+1%2C+2%3B+proverbs+18%3B+acts+28 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Monday, 18 March 19: 
 
Note: Here is a short video overview of Deuteronomy:  https://youtu.be/NMhmDPWeftw 
 
Deuteronomy 1:43-45 ς άo̧u would not listen; but you rebelled against the command of the LordΧ 
presumptuouslyΧΦ And you returned and wept before the Lord, but the Lord did not listen to your voice or give ear 
to you.έ 
 
5ŜǳǘŜǊƻƴƻƳȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ōƻƻƪ Ƴƻǎǘ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎΦ 5ŜǳǘŜǊƻƴƻƳȅ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƭŀǿέ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ōȅ 
Moses of the teachings and events of Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers, expanding upon the Ten Commandments. It 
ƛǎ aƻǎŜǎΩ ŦŀǊŜǿŜƭƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ [ŀƴŘΦ ¢Ǌȅ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ Ƙƻǿ 
important this message is to Moses, his final message to his people after all they have been through together and 
as he realizes he will no longer be there to guide them. His basic message to the people is love God 
wholeheartedly, listen to Him intently, obey Him unconditionally, and live a life of blessings rather than curses, 
shining as a light tƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǿŀǎκƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ aƻǎŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
[ƻǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜΦ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƭƻǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƻōŜȅ ς laws could never be a 
substitute for love.  And when the people refused to obey, it was simply because they did not love God and others 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ  aƻǎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŜ ǎƻ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ƭƻǾŜǎΣ Ψ/ƘƻƻǎŜ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ 
ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŎǳǊǎŜǎΩ ōȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎŜƭŦƛǎh pride, greed and lust. 
Unfortunately, he knows they will fail, but God will use these failures to point to grace and the work of Jesus Christ, 
the only name by which anyone can be saved. άΩWho then can be saved?Ω  But Jesus looked at them and said, ΨWith 
man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.Ωέ (Matthew 19:25, 26) 

https://youtu.be/NMhmDPWeftw
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Today, Moses reminds the Israelites of their history of presumption, when they refused to listen to the Lord and 
obey Him and when, subsequently, He refused to listen to them or dry their alligator tears as they faced both the 
ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ŀǊƳ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜΦ IŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 
defy God in unrepentant sin and then expect God to be with them and bless their effortsΣ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ΨŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘΩ 
their efforts to the Lord.  Christians should take heed, lest we take the form of religion but live powerless lives 
because we dishonor the Lord in word and deed and quench the Spirit, grieve the Spirit, and get out of step with 
the Spirit. What does God say? ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻƭȅΣ ŦƻǊ L ŀƳ ƘƻƭȅΦέ όм tŜǘŜǊ мΥмсύ ά5Ǌŀǿ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-ƳƛƴŘŜŘΦέ όJames 4:8ύ ά!ƴŘ 
everyƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǘƘǳǎ ƘƻǇŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ ǇǳǊƛŦƛŜǎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ƘŜ ƛǎ ǇǳǊŜΦέ ό1 John 3:3) God forbid that we should treat grace 
as a cheap thing, losing sight of the blood of Christ that paid for it.  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 18 Mar 19: Pray that God will convict your heart of sins that 
might be hindering your right relationship with Him, and pray that God will give you the love to obey Him with 
Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΩǎ ǘǊǳŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜΦ  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 12, Day 2, Tuesday, 19 March 2019 
 
https:// esv.literalword.com/?q=Deuteronomy+3%2C+4%3B+proverbs+19%3B+Mark+1 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Tuesday, 19 March 19: 
 
Deuteronomy 4:1, 2, 6, 9, 15, 35 -- ά!ƴŘ ƴƻǿΣ h LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎΧ do them, that you may 
live, and go in and take possessionΧΦ You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you 
may keep the commandments of the Lord your God that I command youΧΦ Keep them and do them, for that will 
be your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples, who, when they hear all these statutes, will 
ǎŀȅΣ Ψ{ǳǊŜƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǿƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦΩΧ ¢ake care, and keep your soul diligentlyΧΦ 
Watch yourselves very carefullyΧΦ To you it was shown, that you might know that the Lord is God; there is no other 
besides him.έ 
 
ά.ȅ ƎǊŀŎŜ ώǿŜϐ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŘƻƛƴƎΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ (Ephesians 2:8)  
²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǎƻ we could continue to live sinful, ungodly, defeated lives and yet go to heaven when we die, 
but so we could be free to live victorious lives in Christ, enjoying Him and bringing Him glory on this earth.  Stop 
now, and read Romans 6 for more.  
 
Picking up from yesterdayΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎΣ Moses continues his theme of Ψlisten, obey, live, overcome the world (take 
possession), and glorify God.Ω This is a message of victory, not victimization and failure. All this MUST be inspired 
by love, but none of us are perfected in love, our motives are often mixed, but if we obey with a humble desire to 
grow in love, we will grow through the power of the Holy Spirit. The path though must be one of obedience. 
Consider again the Great Commission ς άAnd Jesus came and said to them, ΨAll authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.Ωέ (Matthew 28:18-20) ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘΚ ά¢ƻ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜ όƻǊ ƻōŜȅύ ŀƭƭ 
that I have commandedΧΦέ 
 
¢ƻŘŀȅΣ aƻǎŜǎ ǿŀǊƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƻǊ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ  Since the original sin, 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀƴƛǇǳƭŀǘŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ word in an attempt to justify their own sin ς ά5ƛŘ DƻŘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŀȅΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ 
Ŝŀǘ ƻŦ ŀƴȅ ǘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΩΚέ (Gen 3:1) WŜ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ ŀŘƧǳǎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƛƴƎ 
ƻǳǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ ²Ŝ ŀŘŘ ŎŀǾŜŀǘǎ ƻǊ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŜǊǎ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƭŜŀǊ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎΣ ƻǊ ǿŜ ŘƻǿƴǇƭŀȅ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ 
that we would rather not deal with in our lives. Consider what sins rarely come up in sermons or in Christian 
conversations today ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎƻ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ƎǊŀŎe.   
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Also, pay close attention to what Moses says -- άKeep them and do them, for that will be your wisdom and your 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΣ ǿƘƻΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘŀǘǳǘŜǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀȅΣ Ψ{ǳǊŜƭȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƴŀǘƛƻƴ 
is a wise and ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦΩέ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ aƻǎŜǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ōƻǘƘ ǿƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ 
but also what they will ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎΦ  aŀƴȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎƭȅ 
proclaim the truth, only serve as a visible, silent example of the truth.  Sometimes silence is appropriate, but too 
often, it is a comfort-based decision motivated by fear or complacency.  What did Jesus model for us in Mark 
today?  Not just healing ς άJesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά¢ƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎ ŀǘ ƘŀƴŘΤ ǊŜǇŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΦέ (Mark 1:14, 15) άLet us go on to the next 
ǘƻǿƴǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ L Ƴŀȅ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ L ŎŀƳŜ ƻǳǘΦέ (Mark 1:38) WŜǎǳǎΩ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇŜnt and 
believe. Is that your message? How many times will you hear the word repent this year?  
 
God commands us to obey. Jesus said obedience was the indicator of our love for Him (John 14:15), and the Bible 
commands us to proclaim His Gospel to all.  Sharing the Gospel is an obvious commandΣ ŀ άƴƻ-ōǊŀƛƴŜǊΣέ since love 
would never withhold the message of forgiveness and eternal life from anyone.  And the Gospel message begins 
with a call for repentance, which is never an easy message; but it ends with grace through faith, which is a 
magnificent message -- it is a two-ŜŘƎŜŘ ǎǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ōƻǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ 
offer of grace and salvation.  How well are you doing on your God-given command and ministry of reconciliation?  
 
  - Psalm 105:1 -- Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples! 
 
  - Isaiah 12:4 -- Give thanks to the Lord, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the peoples, proclaim 
that his name is exalted. 
 
  - Ezekiel 3:17-19 -- ά{ƻƴ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΣ L ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǿŀǘŎƘƳŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΦ ²ƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ŀ ǿƻǊŘ 
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me.  LŦ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŎƪŜŘΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎǳǊŜƭȅ ŘƛŜΣΩ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ 
him no warning, nor speak to warn the wicked from his wicked way, in order to save his life, that wicked person 
shall die for his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand.  But if you warn the wicked, and he does not turn 
from his wickedness, or from his wicked way, he shall die for his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul. 
 
  - Luke 12:8 -- And I tell you, everyone who acknowledges me before men, the Son of Man also will acknowledge 
before the angels of God. 
 
  - Acts 1:8 -- But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 
 
  - Acts 13:47 -- CƻǊ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ǳǎΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άΨL ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DŜƴǘƛƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ 
bring salvation ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦΩέ 
 
  - Acts 20:24 -- But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course 
and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 
 
  - Romans 10:10-16 -- For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is 
ǎŀǾŜŘΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƘƛƳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀƳŜΦέ  CƻǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ 
between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him.  For 
άŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΦέ  Iƻǿ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻƴ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ ǿƘƻƳ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ 
believed?  And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?  And how are they to hear without 
someone preaching?  And how are they to preach unless they are sent?  !ǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ άIƻǿ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŜŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΗέ  .ǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ƻōŜȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΦ 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 2:1-2 -- And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of 
God with lofty speech or wisdom.  For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 



2019 Defenders Bible Reading Plan Study Notes 

111 

 

 
  - 2 Corinthians 5:20 -- Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 
 
  - 2 Timothy 4:5 -- As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your 
ministry. 
 
  - 2 Peter 3:9 -- The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not 
wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 19 Mar 19:  Let nothing stop you today from obeying God and 
ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ to the people around you.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 12, Day 3, Wednesday, 20 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Deuteronomy+5%2C+6%3B+proverbs+20%3B+Mark+2 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Wednesday, 20 March 19: 
 
Mark 2:23, 24 -- "One Sabbath he was going through the grainfields, and as they made their way, his disciples 
began to pluck heads of grain. And the Pharisees were saying to him, 'Look, why are they doing what is not lawful 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀōōŀǘƘΚϥέ  
 
The truth of our character is revealed when we are tested, and God will test us so that we may be convicted by the 
Holy Spirit to grow in Christ-like character. Consider the character revealed by Christ today:  Jesus and his disciples 
were so hungry, having invested everything they had in service to others, they were plucking heads of grain to eat -
- a lot of work for very little food, something impoverished people would do. It was that moment that the 
Pharisees, who lived luxurious lives in their lack of service to others, criticized Jesus and His disciples. Imagine you 
ŀǊŜ ŜȄƘŀǳǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǾƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƘŀǊŘ ŘŀȅǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǎŜƭŦƭŜǎǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ to others when you are criticized by a self-
righteous hypocrite.  How would you respond?  Jesus calmly instructs the Pharisees.  Would that have been your 
move?  How do you act when your hard work is underappreciated by co-workers, family or friends who might have 
done far less than you?   
 
Consider the two opposite potential approaches presented in Galatians 5 ς  
 
  - ¢ƘŜ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΩ ƘǳƳŀƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ -- enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, etc. 
(Galatians 5:20) 
 
  - ¢ƘŜ ΨǎǳǇŜǊƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΩ όōŜȅƻƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŜύ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ-led response -- love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. (Galatians 5:22, 23) 
 
TƘŜ DǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜΚ  ά[ƻǾŜ ƛǎ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴŘΤ ƭƻǾŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴǾȅ ƻǊ ōƻŀǎǘΤ ƛǘ 
is not arrogant or rude.  It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at 
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ  [ƻǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜƴŘǎΦέ όм /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ моΥп-8) 
 
To whom are we to respond with love?  ά¸ƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǘŜ 
youǊ ŜƴŜƳȅΦΩ  But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons 
of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just 
and on the unjust.  For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax collectors do 
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the same?  And if you greet only your brothers, what more are you doing than others? Do not even the Gentiles do 
the same?  You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.έ (Matthew 5:43-48) 
 
When you are tested by others in yƻǳǊ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƳŜƴǘŀƭΣ ŜƳƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά5eny 
[yourself] and take up [your] cross and follow me.έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ мсΥнпΤ aŀǊƪ 8:34; Luke 9:23) 
 
ά9ȄŀƳƛƴŜ yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Or do you not realize this about 
yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? τ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ȅƻǳ Ŧŀƛƭ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘΗέ ό2 Corinthians 13:5ύ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ 
the lessons of your daily failures. We all fail daily to love as we should, but through the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
Ŏŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŧŀƛƭ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΣ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎŀƴŎǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ tŀȅ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΩ 
throughout the day, your response serving as a glimpse into your character.  Catch your immediate, internal 
reaction when you are slighted, offended, or frustrated.  Consider these convicting words from C. S. Lewis ς  
 
άWhen I come to my evening prayers and try to reckon up the sins of the day, nine times out of ten the most 
obvious one is some sin against charity; I have sulked or snapped or sneered or snubbed or stormed. And the 
excuse that immediately springs to my mind is that the provocation was so sudden and unexpected; I was caught 
off my guard, I had not time to collect myself. Now that may be an extenuating circumstance as regards those 
particular acts: they would obviously be worse if they had been deliberate and premeditated. On the other hand, 
surely what a man does when he is taken off his guard is the best evidence for what sort of a man he is? Surely 
what pops out before the man has time to put on a disguise is the truth? If there are rats in a cellar you are most 
likely to see them if you go in very suddenly. But the suddenness does not create the rats: it only prevents them 
from hiding. In the same way the suddenness of the provocation does not make me an ill-tempered man; it only 
shows me what an ill-tempered man I am. The rats are always there in the cellar, but if you go in shouting and 
noisily they will have taken cover before you switch on the light.έ 
 
¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛȄ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘǳƳōƭȅ honest aboutΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŜȄŎǳǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΣ ǊŜǇŜƴǘΣ 
seek forgiveness, receive forgiveness, and strive in grace to walk more closely with Jesus tomorrow. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 20 Mar 19:  Today, examine yourself, your thoughts, attitudes, 
ŀƴŘ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ŀǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜΦ LƴǎǇŜŎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊǳƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǊƻƻǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ άǿƘȅέ 
behind your behavior, which will have something to do with your relationship with Jesus, like the relationship 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘ όWƻƘƴ мрύΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŜŜƪ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 12, Day 4, Thursday, 21 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Deuteronomy+7%2C+8%3B+proverbs+21%3B+Mark+3 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Thursday, 21 March 19: 
 
Mark 3:16-19 -- άIŜ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƭǾŜΥ {ƛƳƻƴ όǘƻ ǿƘƻƳ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ tŜǘŜǊύΤ WŀƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ ½ŜōŜŘŜŜ 
and John the brother of James (to whom he gave the name Boanerges, that is, Sons of Thunder); Andrew, and 
Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon 
ǘƘŜ ½ŜŀƭƻǘΣ ŀƴŘ WǳŘŀǎ LǎŎŀǊƛƻǘΣ ǿƘƻ ōŜǘǊŀȅŜŘ ƘƛƳΦέ 
 
Many extol the benefits of diversity, while others praise unity.  God creates university (as in the universe) ς unity in 
diversity, all His disparate creations coming to together according to His purpose, will, design and order for His 
ƎƭƻǊȅΦ  !ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΩǎ Logos, neither diversity nor unity are profitable; on the contrary, diversity will eventually 
lead to hostility, and unity will lead to myopic group-think that organizes and amplifies futility and destruction.  
When diverse groups find ways to unify around the wrong things (man-ƳŀŘŜ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊǎΣ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘƛŜǎΣ Ψ-ƛǎƳǎΣΩ ŀnd 
stratifications), they find more creative, comprehensive, and prideful ways to destroy. They create towers of Babel 
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to reach the heavens rather than seeking the Kingdom of God. Humanistic university (often disguised in religious 
language) is perversity and futility.  
 
Only in Christ can there ōŜ ǊŜŀƭ ǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ WŜǎǳǎΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ in John 17 --  άΧǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ 
may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may 
believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even 
as we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you 
ǎŜƴǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƳŜΦέ όWƻƘƴ мтΥнм-23) Unity in Christ is the mark of a godly family and 
church.  
 
  - Psalm 133:1 -- Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity! 
 
  - John 13:35 ς By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. 
 
  - Galatians 3:26-28 -- Χfor in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.  For as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no 
male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
 
  - Ephesians 2:14 -- For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the 
dividing wall of hostilityΧΦ  
 
  - Romans 6:5 -- For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. 
 
On the contrary, disunity and division are signs of ungodliness ς  
 
  - 1 Corinthians 12:24, 25 -- But God has so composed the bodyΧ that there may be no division in the body, but 
that the members may have the same care for one another. 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 1:10 -- I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, and 
that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. 
 
  - Galatians 5:19, 20 -- Now the works of the flesh are evident: Χrivalries, dissensions, divisionsΧΦ 
 
  - Jude 1:19 -- It is these who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit. 
 
  - Romans 16:17 -- I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles 
contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. 
 
  - Titus 3:10 -- As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have nothing more to 
do with him, 
 
Jesus chose an incredibly diverse group of disciples from different walks of life, but perhaps more importantly, 
from different philosophical and political backgrounds --  
 
ά{ƛƳƻƴ tŜǘŜǊΣ WŀƳŜǎΣ WƻƘƴΣ ŀƴŘ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴ όaŀǊƪ мΥмсς20) ΧΦ Matthew the tax collector (2:13ς14; 
see Matt. 9:9) was content enough with Roman rule to represent the government in an official capacity. 
[Conversely] Simon the Zealot was a member of a group that sought the expulsion of the Romans and the 
regaining of Jewish independenceΧΦ Jesus brought together into one bodyΧ men who could not have disagreed 
more politically, at least when Jesus called them initiallyΧΦ  Nothing but the effective call of the Messiah and 
common faith in the Savior could bring such people together. The same is true today. Jesus alone can unite people 
of varying backgrounds and who hold varying opinions into one body in service to the CreatorΧΦ  Additionally, we 
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ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ōŀƴŘ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΧ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ 
women such as Mary Magdalene, Susanna, and Joanna ώǘƘŜ ǿƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻŦ IŜǊƻŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘϐ (Luke 8:1ς
оύΦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǊŀŎŜΣ ƎŜƴŘŜǊΣ ƻǊ ǎƻŎƛƻŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎƭŀǎǎΤ ǊŀǘƘŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ 
from every nation (Rom. 9:23ς24; Rev. 7:9ς11).έ (Table Talk Magazine, Ligonier Ministries) 
 
Jesus tears down all divisive walls built by mankind. Is this truth evident in your family and church?  Are you a 
messenger of unity in Christ alone or an advocate for unity around some man-made philosophy or idea, another 
gospel that is really no gospel at all?  As ambassadors for Christ, we have been entrusted with one message, the 
message of reconciliation with God (reconciliation between people is a natural biproduct).  While everyone else is 
talking about politics, talk about Jesus ς άCƻǊ L ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƳ 
ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘΦέ ό1 Corinthians 2:2) .ǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƛŦ ŜǾŜƴ ΨǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎΩ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ treat you like the Pharisees treated 
Jesus ς άAnd they watched Jesus, to see whether he would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse 
himΧΦ The Pharisees went out and immediately held counsel with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him.έ 
(Mark 3:2, 6) Cƛƴŀƭ ƴƻǘŜΥ LǎƴΩǘ ƛǊƻƴƛŎ ŀƴƛƳƻǎƛǘȅ ŘǊƻǾŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻus leaders to consider healing on the Sabbath unlawful 
but not plotting murder? Have you seen this spirit within the church?  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 21 Mar 19:  Today, be a faithful ambassador of Christ who can 
be trusted with the real message of reconciliation, the Gospel of Jesus ChristΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎƭŜǎǎ 
arguments. Stick to the Truth.  
 
ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƭƛƎƴǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ƛǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀƭ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
political world rather than its Christian confession of eternal truth.  And when the church gives up its rightful place 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƘƻǊǊƛŦƛŎΦέ (Chuck Colson, God and 
Government) 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 12, Day 5, Friday, 22 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Deuteronomy+9%2C+10%3B+proverbs+22%3B+Mark+4 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Friday, 22 March 19: 
 
Deuteronomy 9:1, 6 ς Go in to dispossess nations greater and mightier than youΧΦ Know, therefore, that the Lord 
your God is not giving you this good land to possess because of your righteousness, for you are a stubborn people. 
 
Humility is at the heart of Christian faith.  How easy is it for us to lose sight of ƻǳǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ 
mercy and grace.  Today, we read how God was going to lead the Israelites to a victory they could never have 
achieved without Him, that He would be glorified through them.  However, God also knew that the Israelites would 
grow prideful in the success He provided them, as if they had anything to do with it.  Similarly, we have a tendency 
to grow prideful, which leads to self-righteousness and self-centeredness.  άPride goes before destruction, and a 
haughty spirit before a fall.έ όtǊƻǾŜǊōǎ мсΥммύ άDƻŘ ƻǇǇƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǳŘΣ ōǳǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳōƭŜΦέ (James 4:6) 
 
Pride makes us judgmental of others and unforgiving, and Jesus reserves some of his harshest condemnation for 
those who receive mercy, grace, and forgiveness from God but then refuse to give the same to others. This is why 
Jesus teaches us ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ΨCƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦΩ Lƴ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƭƛŀƴŎŜ ƻn 
grace, we have no right to offer anything other than grace to those who offend us in some way.  See how many 
different ways Jesus reiterates this point as we continue to read this year.  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 22 Mar 19:  If you feel youΩre humble, that is a really good sign 
ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘΦ wŜǇŜƴǘΣ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŦƻǊƎƛveness, and give forgiveness to others unconditionally. Observe how much grace 
you naturally give to others as an indicator of how appreciative to really are for the grace you have received 
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through Christ. ς άTherefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgivenτfor she loved much. But he who is 
ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΣ ƭƻǾŜǎ ƭƛǘǘƭŜΦέ (Luke 7:47) 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 12, Day 6, Saturday, 23 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Deuteronomy+11%2C+12%3B+proverbs+23%3B+psalm+34 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Saturday, 23 March 19: 
 
Psalm 34 ς άMany are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them allΧΦ  Affliction will slay 
the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. The Lord redeems the life of his servants; none 
of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.έ  
 
The Bible is more than clear, afflictions in this life will be many, even for the righteous ς and Jesus said, even more 
for the righteous ς άIndeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecutedΧΦέ όн ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ оΥмнύ 
άIn the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.έ όWƻƘƴ мсΥооύ  
 
The difference for the Christian is our perspective on afflictions, our strength through afflictions, our response to 
afflictions, and the outcome of our afflictions: 
 
Our perspective on afflictions.  άAnd we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 
to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.έ όwƻƳŀƴǎ уΥну-29)   
 
  - Philippians 3:10 -- άΧthat I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his deathΧΦέ 
 
  - Psalm 119:67 -- Before I was afflicted I went astray, But now I keep Your word. 
 
  - Isaiah 48:10 -- Behold, I have refined you, but not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of affliction. 
 
  - Psalm 119:75 -- I know, O LORD, that Your judgments are righteous, And that in faithfulness You have afflicted 
me. 
 
Our strength through afflictions. άMy soul makes its boast in the LordΦέ όtǎŀƭƳ опΥнύ  
 
  - Psalm 46:1-3 God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though 
the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the 
mountains quake with their surging. 
 
  - Isaiah 43:2 -- When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 
 
  - Proverbs 18:10 -- The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous run into it and are safe. 
 
  - Nehemiah 8:10 -- Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength. 
 
  - Isaiah 41:10 -- So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and 
help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 
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  - Exodus 15:2 -- The Lord is my strength and my song; he has given me victory. This is my God, and I will praise 
him-- Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ŜȄŀƭǘ ƘƛƳΗ 
 
  - 2 Corinthians 1:4 -- ΧǿƘƻ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘǎ ǳǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ŀŦŦƭƛŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 
any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God. 
 
Our response to afflictions.  άRejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.έ όм ¢ƘŜǎǎŀƭƻƴƛŀƴǎ рΥмс-18) 
 
  - 1 Thessalonians 1:6 -- And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much 
affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 
 
  - Romans 5:3ς4 -- "Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope."  
 
  - Psalm 34:1bς3 -- "I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth. My soul makes its 
boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad. Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name 
together!" 
 
The outcome of our afflictions.  "Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the 
test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love Him." (James 1:12) 
 
  - 2 Corinthians 4:8 -- ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀŦŦƭƛŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŎǊǳǎƘŜŘΤ ǇŜǊǇƭŜȄŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ŘŜǎǇŀƛǊΧΦ 
 
  - Proverbs 24:16 -- for the righteous falls seven times and rises again, but the wicked stumble in times of calamity. 
 
  - 2 Corinthians 4:17 -- For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴΧΦ 
 
  - James 1:2-4 -- Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing 
of your faith produces steadfastness.  And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and 
complete, lacking in nothing. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 23 Mar 19: 5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ŀŦŦƭƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƳƛǎƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘ 
your afflictions.  tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƎƻŘƭȅ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŦŦƭƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŦŦƭƛŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ 
hope, confidence, peace and joy through your afflictions, and that you would glorify God to others through your 
response to afflictions. !ƭǎƻΣ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀŦŦƭƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƭƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
supported by other Christians.  Going through afflictions is a time to draw closer to God and His people, not further 
away.    
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 12, Day 7, Sunday, 24 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Deuteronomy+13%2C+14%3B+proverbs+24%3B+psalm+35%2C+36 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Sunday, 24 March 19: 
 
Psalm 36:2, 3 ς άFor he flatters himself in his own eyes that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated.  The words 
of his mouth are trouble and deceit; he has ceased to act wisely and do good.έ 
 
tǎŀƭƳ ос ŎƻƴǘǊŀǎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΣ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨǿƛŎƪŜŘΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘ ς άHow precious is your 
steadfast love, O God!ΦΦΦ CƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ŧƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΤ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ Řƻ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ƭƛƎƘǘΦέ όtǎŀƭƳ осΥтΣ фύ Following 



2019 Defenders Bible Reading Plan Study Notes 

117 

 

Psalm 35, it is easy to suppose the Psalmist had someone else in mind when referring to the wicked ς ά/ƻƴǘŜƴŘΣ h 
Lord, with those who contend with me fight against those who fight against me!έ όtǎŀƭƳ орΥмύ Similarly, we have a 
tendency to ascribe to someone else the verses in the Bible that speak to the wicked and foolish, much like when 
we hear that convicting sermon and regret ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ άǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ to hear ƛǘέ ƛǎƴΩǘ there; or 
perhaps we hope the person sitting next to us is paying attention.  However, verses such as these are most 
profitable if we approach them in true humility and ask ourselves how much ΨǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ŘŜŜǇ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ 
ƘŜŀǊǘǎΦΩ όtǎŀƭƳ осΥмύ  
 
άFor by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to 
think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.έ όwƻƳŀƴǎ 
мнΥоύ ²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŜƴŘŜƴŎȅ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ approach others arrogantly rather than humbly.  Thus, 
Jesus began His teachings to the disciples with these words -- ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
kingdom of heaven.έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ рΥоύ  
 
DƻŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άFor my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.έ 
όLǎŀƛŀƘ ррΥуΣ фύ ¢ƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴŦƛƴƛǘŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƻǳǊ 
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ǎƻ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ƻŦŦŜƴŘǎ ǳǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΣ άŦƻǊ all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of GodΤέ όwƻƳŀƴǎ оΥноύ άǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ ŘŜŎŜƛǘŦǳƭ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǎƛŎƪΤέ όWŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ мтΥфύ ŀƴŘ άwe see in a mirror dimlyΦέ όм /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ моΥмнύ ²Ŝ ŀƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ 
ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ Řǳƭȅ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ǊŜǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ 
ŦƻǊ ŜǾƛƭ όƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƛǾŜ ŀǎ ŜǾƛƭύΦ  !ƴŘ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ŀǊŜΣ ƛƴ ŀ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǎ ΨǊƛƎƘǘΩ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿŜ 
ǿŜǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǎ ΨǿǊƻƴƎΦΩ  
 
άLet not the foot of arrogance come upon meΧΦέ όtǎŀƭƳ осΥммύ Pride (and self-righteousness) is an ever-present 
ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŀƭƭǳǊƛƴƎ ǘŜƳǇǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ IŜƴŎŜΣ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎ -- άLŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜΣ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ŘŜƴȅ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ and 
take up his cross and follow me.έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ мсΥнпύ Here are four verses worth meditating on today ς  
 
  - Galatians 2:20 -- I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the 
life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
 
  - Romans 12:1 -- Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy 
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 
 
  - Galatians 5:16 -- But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 10:24 -- Let no one seek his own good, but that of his neighbor. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 24 Mar 19: Pray for increased humility and that you would be a 
faithful ambassador of Christ and messenger of reconciliation.  
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DBRP - WEEK 13, Day 1, Monday, 25 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Deuteronomy+15%2C+16%3B+proverbs+25%3B+Mark+5 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Monday, 25 March 19: 
 
Mark 5:17-18 ς άAnd they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region.  As he was getting into the boat, the 
man who had been possessed with demons begged him that he might be with him.έ   
 
Ultimately, people will seek either to draw closer to Jesus or further away.  Those, ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ, 
ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƛŦe-changing way ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
presence, enjoying fellowship with Him.  How about you?  Do you beg to be with your Savior, ever closer to Him 
with each day? Lǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΩǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜΚ   
 
  - Psalm 51:11 -- Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 
  - Psalm 84:10 -- For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.  I would rather be a doorkeeper in 
the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness. 
 
  - Psalm 63:1-4 -- O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in 
a dry and weary land where there is no water.  So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, beholding your power 
and glory.  Because your steadfast love is better than life, my lips will praise you.  So I will bless you as long as I live; 
in your name I will lift up my hands. 
 
  - Psalm 105:4 -- Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually! 
 
  - Genesis 4:16 -- Then Cain went away from the presence of the Lord and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 
 
The formerly demon possessed man begged to stay with Jesus, but Jesus said, άDƻ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŜƭƭ 
them how much the Lord has done for you, ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ƳŜǊŎȅ ƻƴ ȅƻǳΦέ (Matthew 5:19) So, the man άwent 
away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled.έ 
(Matthew 5:20) [ŀǘŜǊΣ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅΣ ŎǊƻǿŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎŀǇƻƭƛǎ ǿƻǳƭd seek Jesus (Mark 7:31-
36 and Matt. 15:30).  DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ Him, He wants us to share Him with 
others. Often, this requires getting out of our comfort zone. For the formerly demon possessed man, a new life 
ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ a new place or new relationships. He was charged to go back into his environment with a new life on 
display and with a new message.  It can be hard to share Christ with those who knew the old you, but the reality of 
the new you will be most apparent to them.  
 
  - Philippians 1:21-26 -- For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful 
labor for me.  Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell.  I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and 
be with Christ, for that is far better.  But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.  Convinced of 
this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, so that in me you 
may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 25 Mar 19:   Get out of your comfort zone and share Jesus with 
someone today. 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 13, Day 2, Tuesday, 26 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Deuteronomy+17%2C+18%3B+proverbs+26%3B+Mark+6 
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Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Tuesday, 26 March 19: 
 
Mark 6:26 -- ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŜȄŎŜŜŘƛƴƎƭȅ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƻŀǘƘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ƘŜ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ want to break 
Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊŘΦέ  
 
Pride, lust, power, fear of man, and impetuous decision-making drove Herod to hideous sin he had not originally 
intended ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜǊ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ǊŜƎǊŜǘǘŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŀȅǎ IŜǊƻŘ ƎƭŀŘƭȅ ƘŜŀǊŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ 
άŦŜŀǊŜŘ WƻƘƴΣέ ōǳǘ ƴƻƴŜǘƘŜƭŜǎǎ ōŜƘŜŀŘŜŘ ƘƛƳΦ όaŀǊƪ сΥнлύ ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ IŜǊƻŘ άǿŀǎ ŜȄŎŜŜŘƛƴƎƭȅ 
ǎƻǊǊȅΣέ ōǳǘ ǎƻǊǊƻǿ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀǎ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜΦ   
 
IŜǊƻŘ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ άǿƻǊƭŘƭȅ ƎǊƛŜŦέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ άƎƻŘƭȅ griefΦέ  Worldly grief leads to death.  Godly grief leads to 
repentance and reconciliation with Jesus.   
 
WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘΩǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ς άLƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ Řŀȅǎ WƻƘƴ ǘƘŜ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ ŎŀƳŜΧ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ΨwŜǇŜƴǘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ оΥмΣ нύΦΩέ WŜǎǳǎ ōŜƎŀƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ call to repentance ς άWŜǎǳǎ 
ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŀŎƘΣ ΨwŜǇŜƴǘΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ ƘŜŀǾŜƴ ƛǎ ƴŜŀǊ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ пΥмтύΤΩέ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŜƴǘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
call to repentance in our readings today ς ά¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǇŜƴǘ όaŀǊƪ 
6:12).έ wŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ άƎƻŘƭȅ ǎƻǊǊƻǿέ όƎŜƴǳƛƴŜΣ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘŜŘ ǎƻǊǊƻǿύ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ turn 
to God for mercy and unmerited ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎΣ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǘƻ άǿŀƭƪέ ǿƛǘƘ IƛƳΦ  
Repentance involves 180-out decisƛǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ άŦǊǳƛǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜΦέ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ оΥуύ  
 
Both worldly grief and godly grief are deeply felt but produce opposite results. Consider the difference between 
the grief felt by Judas and the grief felt by Peter, both of whom betrayed Jesus. Peter returned to Jesus with a 
strong reaffirmation of his love for Jesus (John 21:15-17) and a truly changed life.  Even to the point of torturous 
death, Peter never denied Christ again.  Conversely, Judas carried his worldly grief to his suicidal death, refusing to 
turn to God for restoration.  Many live in pain, misery, regret and perhaps bitterness over mistakes that they have 
made in life and perhaps continue to make.  However, God does not want us to live in worldly grief that leads to 
death, but rather God wants us to respond to the godly grief that comes from the conviction of the Holy Spirit, 
repent, live in obedience by the grace of God, and have life to its fullest with godly joy.  
 
 - 2 Corinthians 7:10 -- For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas 
worldly grief produces death. 
 
  - Psalm 51:17 -- The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 
  - 1 John 1:9 -- If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 
  - Psalm 103:12 -- as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. (Note that 
if you travel north on a globe, you will eventually travel south, but if you travel east on a globe, you never reach 
west ς tǎŀƭƳ млоΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭΣ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƛƴƛǘŜ ŎƭŜŀƴǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǎƛƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
Christ.)  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 26 Mar 19: άSo they went out and proclaimed that people 
should repent.έ (Mark 6:12) Tell others about the need of repentance today and the good news of salvation by 
grace through faith in Jesus Christ alone. Communicate the truth in love, and trust the Holy Spirit to do the 
convicting.    
 
  - Proverbs 24:11 -- Rescue those who are being taken away to death; hold back those who are stumbling to the 
slaughter. 
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DBRP - WEEK 13, Day 3, Wednesday, 27 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Deuteronomy+19%2C+20%3B+proverbs+27%3B+Mark+7 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Wednesday, 27 March 19: 
 
Mark 7:14-23 ς ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƎƻŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŘŜŦƛƭŜ ƘƛƳΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘ ŜƴǘŜǊǎ 
ƴƻǘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ōǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘƻƳŀŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜƭƭŜŘΚέ ό¢Ƙǳǎ ƘŜ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ŀƭƭ ŦƻƻŘǎ ŎƭŜŀƴΦύ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƻǳǘ 
of a person is what defiles him.  For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, 
theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness.  All these evil 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜŦƛƭŜ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΦέ όMark 7:20-23)  
 
- Based on many Bible verses such as Ephesians 2:1-3 and 1 John 2:16 (provided below), church tradition identifies 
three enemies of the soul, which have been called the trinity of temptation ς the world, the flesh, and the devil 
(mundus, caro, et diabolus).  ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ WŜǎǳǎ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƛǎ άǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘ,έ sins of the 
heart.  The world and the devil are external threats, but sins of άǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘέ are internal, self-induced and our 
responsibility.  External tempters wƛƭƭ ǘŜǎǘ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǳǎ ǎƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǎƛƴƴŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǿŜ 
begin to be enticed within our hearts (thought sins) and act upon those thoughts (sinful deeds, the fruit of sinful 
thoughts).     
 
Though He was tempted externally by Satan in the desert, Jesus remained without sin because He was not 
tempted internally, within His heart.  Despite having not eaten for 40 days in a dry, barren land, Jesus was 
unaffected in His heart by external conditions, no excuses needed.  Contrarily, Adam and Eve, succumbed to 
temptation in a place of complete abundance and tranquility.  The issue is not your circumstances, your 
environment, or your past; the issue is your heart (a word mentioned 850 times in the Bible).  Your heart is what 
God searches, tests, and convicts.  
 
  - Psalm 10:13 -- ²Ƙȅ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŎƪŜŘ ǊŜƴƻǳƴŎŜ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘέΚ 
 
  - Psalm 139:23 -- Search me, O God, and know my heart! Try me and know my thoughts! 
 
  - Psalm 19:14 -- Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, 
my rock and my redeemer. 
 
  - Psalm 27:8 -- You have saiŘΣ ά{ŜŜƪ Ƴȅ ŦŀŎŜΦέ aȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ά¸ƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜΣ [ƻǊŘΣ Řƻ L ǎŜŜƪΦέ 
 
  - Psalm 26:2 -- Prove me, O Lord, and try me; test my heart and my mind. 
 
  - Psalm 33:21 -- For our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name. 
 
Oftentimes, when we are tempted internally, we seek to blame the person or thing that tempted us externally -- 
ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻƳ ȅƻǳ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΣ ǎƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ŀǘŜΦέ όDŜƴŜǎƛǎ оΥмнύ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
ignores the heart of the problem ς your heart.  Have yƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜΣ ά¸ƻǳ ƳŀƪŜ ƳŜ ǎƻ ŀƴƎǊȅΗέ 5ƻŜǎ 
someone have more power over you than the Holy Spirit?  Have you ever blamed your circumstances for your poor 
ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊΚ  άL ǿŀǎ ǘƛǊŜŘΧΦ L ƘŀŘ ŀ ōŀŘ ŘŀȅΧΦ L ǿŀǎ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΧΦέ  One of the fruits of the Spirit is the power of self-
control.  tǊƻǾŜǊōǎ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά[ƛƪŜ ŀ ƳǳŘŘƛŜŘ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŀ ǇƻƭƭǳǘŜŘ Ŧƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƛǎ ŀ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǿŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƛŎƪŜŘΧΦ ! Ƴŀƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎŜƭŦ-ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŦǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǿŀƭƭǎΦέ όtǊƻǾŜǊōǎ нрΥнсΣ нуύ Do your 
best to avoid external temptations (guard your heart), but dƻƴΩǘ ōƭŀƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻǊ ŎƛǊŎǳƳǎǘŀƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎΣ ƻǿƴ 
them, accept full responsibility, repent, and sin no more.  If external temptations have more influence on you then, 
Jesus, you need to get closer to Jesus ς seek His face. [ƛǾŜ ά/ƻǊŀƳ 5Ŝƻέ ς ά.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊŜ ŀǘ 
the problem, stare at the solution, Jesus Christ.   
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  - Ephesians 2:1-3 -- And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course 
of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedienceτ among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body[a] 
and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.  
 
  - 1 John 2:15-17 -- Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him.  For all that is in the worldτthe desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of 
lifeτis not from the Father but is from the world.  And the world is passing away along with its desires, but 
whoever does the will of God abides forever. 
 
  - Galatians 5:15-17 -- But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one 
another.  But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.  For the desires of the flesh 
are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to 
keep you from doing the things you want to do. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 27 Mar 19:  Today, if you feel tempted ǘƻ ǎƛƴΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ simply 
use your will power to overcome the temptation. Rather, pray for strength and focus all of your thoughts on Jesus. 
Live for Him, with Him and through Him, not for self, by self, and through self.  Jesus as given you all power and 
authority through Him and is with you (Matthew 28:18-20), so walk in His power and authority, not yours.   
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 13, Day 4, Thursday, 28 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Deuteronomy+21%2C+22%3B+proverbs+28%3B+Mark+8 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Thursday, 28 March 19: 
 
Mark 8:34 -- ά²ƘƻŜǾŜǊ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ Ƴȅ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŘŜƴȅ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƳŜΦέ  
 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǾŜǊǎŜΣ WŜǎǳǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǊƪ ǘƘŜ άǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜέ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
άǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎέΥ ŘŜƴȅ ǎŜƭŦΣ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ WŜǎǳǎ ς  
 
-- Deny self: Denying self is far more than self-denial, depriving yourself or denigrating yourself.  Denying self 
involves setting your mind on the things of God rather than the things of man and walking on a revealed path for 
His purposes rather than by our own understanding for our own purposes.  John Calvin says that self-denial is 
ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜΣ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǳǎ άǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŀŦŦŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŜǎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǳǎ ƎƛǾŜ 
ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƛƎƴǎ ƛƴ ǳǎΦέ  Denying self is a continuous, 
ongoing, inward act.  Only you and God know if your being is centered on Jesus or focused on self.  The opposite of 
the discipleship way is putting self before God ς that is what Satan does; and when we do it, we are essentially 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛƭΩǎ ƭŜŀŘ ŀǎ tŜǘŜǊ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǊŜōǳƪŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ άDŜǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƳŜΣ {ŀǘŀƴΗ  ¸ƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ 
ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ōǳǘ ƳŜǊŜƭȅ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ όaŀǊƪ уΥооύΦέ  tŜǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ 
his personal loss and his personal pain that would be caused by WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ŘŜŀǘƘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ Ŧƛǘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ 
for victory that Peter had envisioned.  His worldly thinking was in opposition to the plan of God, hence one of 
WŜǎǳǎΩ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜƳǇƘŀǘƛŎ ǊŜōǳƪŜǎΦ 5ŜƴȅƛƴƎ ǎŜƭŦ ƛǎ ǘƻ άƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ όм /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ нΥмсΣ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛŀƴǎ нΥрύΦέ  
 
-- Take up their cross: This is much, much more than simply patiently enduring trials or bearing up under affliction. 
It is not about what is happening to us in the world but rather it is about accepting who we are in Christ.  Taking up 
ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƛǎ ŀŎŎŜǇǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άL ŀƳ ƛƴ IƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ IŜ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƳŜΦέ  It is about 
identifying and uniting with the Crucified One, not just outwardly with our mouths but inwardly in our hearts and 
minds with all that is within us. It is the personal recognition that we not only died with Christ but were also made 
alive with Christ to live our lives solely for God (Romans 6:8, 10).  We joyfully take on the name of Christ, and in 
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union with Jesus, we willingly choose tƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜǎǘƛƴȅ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƻǎǘΦ  As Paul 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘΥ άL ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŎǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ L ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ƭƛǾŜΣ ōǳǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ L ƴƻǿ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave hƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ όDŀƭŀǘƛŀƴǎ нΥнлύΦέ  Taking up the cross 
in relationships is not just turning the other cheek, displaying grace, returning good for evil, it is doing so with a 
ƘŜŀǊǘŦŜƭǘ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ άŜƴŜƳȅΣέ ǿƘƻΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ 
Christ, we no longer see as others would.  Taking up your curse is not just accepting persecution; it is accepting 
persecution in the name of Christ with the goal of Christ, seeking a greater fellowship with Him for ourselves and 
for the persecutor, genuinely from a heart of true love for God and for the one who would hurt us -- άCŀǘƘŜǊΣ 
ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻΦέ (Luke 23:34) 
 
-- Follow Jesus: This is an inward act before it is an outward one.  It is not just about conforming our outward 
ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ όǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ WŜǎǳǎ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊƛǎŜŜǎύΣ ōǳǘ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳōƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
personally responding to the conviction of the Holy Spirit to transform our hearts and minds.  This is not about rote 
religious rituals or traditions.  This is your one-on-one discipleship with Jesus where you personally respond to 
Him, where you remain connected to the Vine.  Only you and God know if, in your inmost being, you are truly 
following Jesus.  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΤ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ άŀōƛŘƛƴƎέ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ 
and obeying his commands out of genuine love for Him ς ά!ǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜŀǊ ŦǊǳƛǘ ōȅ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƛǘ ŀōƛŘŜǎ 
in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me 
and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothingΦέ (John 15:4, 5)  
 
Lƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƳƛƴŘǎΣ ǿŜ ǘŜƴŘ ǘƻ ŘŜŦƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ άǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜέ to the physical realmΣ άǇŜǊǎŜǾŜǊŜ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦέ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀȅέ ŘŜŀƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎƛŘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎ ǎŜƭŦΦ άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎŜŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴ ǎŜŜǎΥ Ƴŀƴ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƭooks on 
the heartΦέ (1 Samuel 16:7)  Pray that God will give you the heart of a disciple.  
 
ϝ bƻǘŜΥ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀȅ.έ (Acts 9:2; 19:9; 19:23; 22:4; 24:14; 24:22). 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 28 Mar 19:  Today, really focus on denying self rather than just 
self-denial.  {ŜŜƪ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ άƻƴŜƴŜǎǎέ ǿƛǘƘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ƳƛƴŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƭΦ  Seek to step outside of self to see things 
as God sees them.  Seek only His will, not yours, and endeavor to follow Him, not out of a sense of duty, but 
genuine love.  The key is receiving His love and letting it flow through you rather than trying to work harder to 
create your own love. (Mark 8:33-38) 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 13, Day 5, Friday, 29 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Deuteronomy+23%2C+24%3B+proverbs+29%3B+Mark+9 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Friday, 29 March 19: 
 
Mark 9:2-4 ς άAnd he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on 
earth could bleach them.  And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus.έ 
 
WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴǘƻǇ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Iƛǎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǎǘ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΦ  !ǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘΣ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ 
Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ aƻǎŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ it to the Promised Land in his temporal state, He received that 
reward and so much more in glory. DƻŘΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ŦƻǊ aƻǎŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǘŜǊǊŀƛƴ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ IƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ  Beyond 
that point, we should also make note of the significance of these two specific people appearing with Jesus --  
 
άIt is very significant that these two men appeared, for Moses was the mediator of the old covenant, the giver of 
the Law, and Elijah stood at the head of the long line of Israelite prophets. In summarizing the testimony of the Old 
Testament, Scripture often speaks of the Law and the prophets. Thus, we see here the confluence of the Law and 
ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aŜǎǎƛŀƘ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƻǊŜǎƘŀŘƻǿŜŘΦ CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ŀ ŎƭƻǳŘΣ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ 



2019 Defenders Bible Reading Plan Study Notes 

123 

 

ƻǾŜǊǎƘŀŘƻǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ voice was heard urging the disciples to listen to Jesus. They were to stop 
hesitating and embrace His mission to go to Jerusalem to suffer and die for His peopleΦέ ό¢ŀōƭŜǘŀƭƪ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜύ 
 
  - Matthew 5:17 -- ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ŀōƻƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish 
ǘƘŜƳ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 
 
Matthew 22:37-40 -- !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ 
soul and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  And a second is like it: You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.  hƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǿƻ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎ ŘŜǇŜƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΦέ 
 
  - Luke 24:44 -- ¢ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƛƭŜ L ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŀǘ 
everything ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ ƻŦ aƻǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tǎŀƭƳǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘΦέ 
 
  - John 1:45 -- tƘƛƭƛǇ ŦƻǳƴŘ bŀǘƘŀƴŀŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƘƛƳ ƻŦ ǿƘƻƳ aƻǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ WŜǎǳǎ ƻŦ bŀȊŀǊŜǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ WƻǎŜǇƘΦέ 
 
  - Acts 24:14 -- But this I confess to you, that according to the Way, which they call a sect, I worship the God of our 
fathers, believing everything laid down by the Law and written in the Prophets, 
 
  - Acts 28:23 -- When they had appointed a day for him, they came to him at his lodging in greater numbers. From 
morning till evening he expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about 
Jesus both from the Law of Moses and from the Prophets. 
 
  - Romans 3:21 -- But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law 
and the Prophets bear witness to itτ 
 
The Mount of Transfiguration reveals agreement between the LŀǿΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎΤ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ 
preeminence and fulfillment of the Lŀǿ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅΦ  WŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ŀōƻƭƛǎƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ōǳǘ embodied 
them.  The heart compelled by the love of Christ need not be compelled by commands and fear of punishment, 
because obedience is the natural product of love, which is all powerful over motivations of fear or duty.  
 
A final point from Ligonier Ministries ς άPeter was on a mountaintop spiritually, and he wanted to stay there. But 
his experience was designed to send him into the world to participate in the death and humiliation of Christ. 
Consider how your spiritual mountaintopsτat worship, at a Bible study, or during a retreatτshould drive your 
walk with Christ.έ 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 29 Mar 19:  Share your mountaintop experience in Christ with 
everyone you can today.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 13, Day 6, Saturday, 30 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Deuteronomy+25%2C+26%3B+proverbs+30%3B+Psalm+37 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Saturday, 30 March 19: 
 
Psalm 37:3 ς ά¢Ǌǳǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƎƻƻŘΤ ŘǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΦέ 
 
The following is a great commentary from Tabletalk Magazine, Ligonier Ministries ς  
 
ά/ƻƴŦƻǊƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ƛƴǎƻŦŀǊ ŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜΣ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ŀǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 
agent chiefly responsible for this work of sanctification (Rom. 8:1ς17; Eph. 5:1). As we follow His leading and the 
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ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘǎ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ōŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŦǊǳƛǘǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƧƻȅΣ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 
kindness (Rom. 12:1ς2; Gal. 5:22ς23). Goodness and faithfulness are also fruits oŦ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ 
Dŀƭŀǘƛŀƴǎ рΥнн ŀƴŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜΦ 
 
Biblically speaking, goodness involves both the external act and its internal motivation. God measures us not only 
by how we obey His law but also according to the intent of our hearts (1 Sam. 16:7). Thus, a deed is fully good only 
when it is motivated by a desire to please the Lord. Moreover, remember that our Savior had harsh words for 
those who acted holy but not for the right reasons (Matt. 23). 
 
Fallen people are unable to do what is good according to this standard (Rom. 3:10ς11). Measured by the relative 
standards of sinful creatures, we can say that unbelievers do civic good and other commendable things, such as 
loving their children. Nevertheless, because fallen people do not do these things out of a love for Christ, such 
deeds are ultimately splendid vices. Only believers, because we are redeemed by Jesus and have been granted the 
Holy Spirit, have the ability to do what is good in an ultimate sense. Sin, however, remains in our lives until our 
glorification (1 John 1:8ς9), so our best works are still tainted by impure motivations. Thanks be to God, the Spirit 
does work in us to purify our motivations (Titus 3:4ς7), making us more willing to do the right things for the right 
reasons. 
 
Faith is another fruit of the Spirit in our lives (Gal. 5:22). But when the Apostle refers to faith, he speaks not merely 
ƻŦ άōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘΦέ tŀǳƭ ŀƭǎƻ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ άōŜƭƛŜǾŜ DƻŘΦέ .ŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ DƻŘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ τ even demons 
do that. What the Lord wants is a people who trust in His promises alone (James 2:14ς26). 
 
9ǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ǎƛƴ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǿ ŘƛǎōŜƭƛŜŦΦ ¢ƻ ǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭŀǿ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ŜǾƛƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜǾƛƭ ŀƴŘ 
Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ ǿǊŀǘƘΦ ¢ƻ ŦƭŜŜ ǎƛƴΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ hand, is to show faith in God as the ultimate 
ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ Iƛǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ ƳŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊ όtǎΦ мύΦέ 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΚ άΧto be conformed to the image of his SonΧΦέ όwƻƳŀƴǎ уΥнфύ  
άAnd this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent.έ όWƻƘƴ мтΥоύ 
άΧǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳΣ CŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ƛƴ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭǎƻ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƛƴ ǳǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
world Ƴŀȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜƴǘ ƳŜΦέ όwƻƳŀƴǎ уΥнфύ 
 
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, our good deeds done in all the love we can muster, practiced over time in 
ǎƛƴŎŜǊƛǘȅΣ ōŜŎƻƳŜ άǎǇƭŜƴŘƛŘ ǾƛŎŜǎΣέ ǾƛǊǘǳŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘǊǳŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΦ  The key is prayerful practice.  Just as we practice 
skills we want to master, riding a bike, using a hammer, throwing a baseball, etc.; we must also practice the habits 
of love and the virtues of faith ς ά[ƻǾŜ ƛǎ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴŘΤ ƭƻǾŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŜƴǾȅ ƻǊ ōƻŀǎǘΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǊǊƻƎŀƴǘ ƻǊ rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘΦ  [ƻǾŜ ōŜŀǊǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ƘƻǇŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ŜƴŘǳǊŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ  [ƻǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜƴŘǎΦέ όм 
Corinthians 13:4-уύ ά¢he fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-controlΦέ όDŀƭŀǘƛŀƴǎ рΥнн-23) Jesus said that if we love Him, we will obey His commandments. (John 
мпΥмрύ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘŜŘ in love, sometimes His commandments are difficult for us; sometimes 
ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻōŜȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ƻōŜȅΣ ōǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ or actions ŘƻƴΩǘ ƳŀǘŎƘ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ hōŜȅ 
anyway, and your behavior, with prayers of confession and repentance, will be used by the Holy Spirit to shape 
your heart to make your good deeds a natural joy, no longer difficult for you ς άFor this is the love of God, that we 
keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.έ (1 John 5:3) Practice! 
 
  - 1 John 3:4, 7, 8 -- Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.  Little 
children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous.  Whoever makes 
a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God 
appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 30 Mar 19:  Trusting in the Lord and His grace, strive to do good 
from a heart of love, and pray for God to increase your love where obedience is still a chore; as you άŘǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
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ƭŀƴŘΣέ ŘƻƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƧƻōΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ and interacting with others in your community, befriend 
faithfulness. When you fail, which we all do daily, repent, and fail forward, being increasingly conformed to the 
character of Christ.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 13, Day 7, Sunday, 31 March 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Deuteronomy+27%2C+28%3B+proverbs+31%3B+Psalm+38%2C+39 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Sunday, 31 March 19: 
 
Deuteronomy 27:1 -- άYŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ L ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻŘŀȅΦϦ  
 
Partial obedience is disobedience. Jesus, who quoted Deuteronomy more than any other book of the Bible, 
commanded us in Matthew 28 to teach others to obey "all" that He commanded.  We Christians need to do some 
deeper thinking about obedience, a word that carries much baggage for us.   
 
For some, the word obedience is a killjoy; it conjures up notions of legalism, judgmentalism, guilt, shame, and 
confinement.  Many view exhortations to obedience as antithetical to the message of grace.  But Christian 
ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ōȅ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴύ but rather to display 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǳƴƛǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΦ  Obedience to God is the natural desire of the one 
who loves God, and it is how we love others.  
 
  - John 14:15 -- άLŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎΦέ 
 
  - 1 John 5:3 -- For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not 
burdensome. 
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŀƭƭέ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘǎ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ  The first and greatest commandment is love, and the others 
are practices of love.  Love is required to obey, and obedience is required to love ς ά[ƻǾŜ ώŎƻƳŜǎϐ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǇǳǊŜ 
heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.έ (1 Timothy 1:5) If we seek to obey the practices of love from 
anything other than a heart of love (motivated by selfish desire rather than selflessness), we ultimately fall short of 
the commandment of love.  Jesus called those who unlovingly obeyed commandments hypocritical (the word 
hypocrite means actor), pretending to be loving.  ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ƻōŜȅƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜΣ ǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ 
obey nonetheless, not from pharisaical pride but rather from a humble, repentant heart as an act of worship.  
 
  - Matthew 21:28-31 -- ά²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪΚ ! Ƴŀƴ ƘŀŘ ǘǿƻ ǎƻƴǎΦ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ{ƻƴΣ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƴŜȅŀǊŘ ǘƻŘŀȅΦΩ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ΨL ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘΣΩ ōǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘ ƘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘΦ  And he 
ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜΦ !ƴŘ ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ΨL ƎƻΣ ǎƛǊΣΩ but did not go.  Which of the two did the will 
ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΚέ ¢ƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘΦέ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ ά¢ǊǳƭȅΣ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŀȄ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ 
go into the kingdom of God before you. 
 
Our practices of love, though often poorly motivated, can produce positive external effects for others (clothing the 
poor, feeding the hungry, etc) and can also produce (with humble submission to the counsel of the Holy Spirit) 
positive internal results, conditioning our hearts to a more genuine love.  So, in practice, we often obey out of a 
ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ Řǳǘȅ όάL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻΣ ōǳǘ L ƪƴƻǿ L ŀƳ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻΦέύ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻōŜȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ ƭƻǾŜΦ  
/ŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅΣ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƻ ƻōŜȅΣ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƻōŜȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ.  Rather, humble obedience helps 
perfect our hearts.  It is in our imperfect pursuit of loving obedience where God calls us to walk confidently in His 
grace as He continues to sanctify us.   
 
Grace-based living ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ ƛƴ hopeless disobedience or in dutiful works of obedience.  Instead, grace-
based living celebrates the righteousness we have in Christ, which enables us to freely and fearlessly pursue lives 
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of righteousness and genuine love, and grace-based live expects God to make obedience increasingly a joy to us 
rather than a burden.    
 
Ephesian 4:23 and Romans 12:2 reminds us that our behavior starts with our thoughts. What we choose to focus 
our attention on will guide our thoughts.  The key to sanctification is not focusing more on our failures and 
inadequacies (identifying our weaknesses and seeking greater will-power) but rather focusing more on Jesus.  The 
more we appreciate the love of Christ, the more naturally love will flow from us Him and to others (Him and others 
always goes hand-in-hand).  Fix your eyes on Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith. (Hebrews 12:2) 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 31 Mar 19:  5ƻƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊŜ ŀǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜΦ CƛȄ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎ ƻƴ WŜǎǳǎ 
and follow Him, allowing Him to lead you out of your current place.  When the woods get thicker and darker, close 
ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǎǘ; get closer to Him, not further away.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 14, Day 1, Monday, 1 April 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Deuteronomy+29%2C+30%3B+proverbs+1%3B+Mark+10 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Monday, 1 April 19: 
 
Mark 10:15, 24, 28 ς άTruly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter 
itΧΦ Children, how difficult it is to enter the kingdom of God!... With man it is impossible, but not with God. For all 
things are possible with GodΧΦέ 
 
How difficult it is to have childlike faith (not a childish faith) and to surrender our whole lives to the Lord!  How 
difficult is it for us to cultivate a heart that truly desires to be first by being last, to be great by being a servant and 
slave to others? (Mark 10:31) Jesus says, that it is impossible for us to do it, only God can change our hearts. Yet, 
how quick we are to say, ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜΦέ (Mark 10:39)  
 
The children just wanted to touch Jesus, to encounter Him, while the disciples and rich young man wanted control, 
honor, success, self-sufficiency, and prominence.  There was still a part of them that wanted Jesus in their lives 
rather than a life in Jesus.  
 
²Ƙȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŜ ƭŜǘ ƎƻΚ ²Ƙȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƘƻƭŜƘŜŀǊǘŜŘƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ WƻǎƘǳŀ ŀƴŘ /ŀƭŜōΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ŏƻƴstantly wanting to go 
back into the comfortable slavery of the sinful world (Egypt)? What keeps us from stepping boldly into fiery 
furnaces like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego ƻǊ ƭƛƻƴǎΩ ŘŜƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ? What keeps us from stepping out of our 
caves to face mighty Philistines like Jonathan and his armor bearer?  ²Ƙȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŜ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜΚ  ²Ƙȅ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜΚ 
 
Ultimately, we suffer from a lack of trust, the kind of trust children have in a loving father.  We lack enough faith in 
DƻŘΩǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ƭƻǾe, mercy and grace to trust Him completely with our lives, our successes, our 
failures, our losses, our deaths and our eternal lives.  We hold back in futile self-preservation, as if somehow, we 
ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀǾŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΤ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ 
ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴΤ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ōƻǘƘ ŎŀǎŜǎΣ ǿŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳŜŘ ōȅ Iƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ 
and grace.  We lack physical and emotional generosity and grace because we ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ ƳŜƴǘŀƭƛǘȅ 
which hopes (maintains complete confidence) in the immeasurable, unsearchable riches of Christ.   
 
So, how do we overcome ourselves, master ourselves, and develop hearts of faith that truly trust God and obey 
IƛƳ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜΚ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘΦ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎ the work in us. Certainly, there are things we do, but only in and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit, which is a gift from God.  hǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛǎ άƴƻǘ ώƻǳǊϐ ŘƻƛƴƎέ ό9ǇƘesians 2:8), self-
control is a product of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22), and love flows from God to us like sap flows from the vine to the 
branches (John 15).  Like the disciples, we might want to be the masters of our sanctification, but Jesus says we 
must be more like little children who desire only to be near Him, to touch Him, to sit at His feet like Mary rather 



2019 Defenders Bible Reading Plan Study Notes 

127 

 

than constantly worrying like Martha. (Luke 10:38-42) Jesus says, draw near to me (James 4:8), listen to me (John 
10:27), walk with me (John 8:12; John 10:27; Matthew 16:24), and learn from me (Matthew 11:29).  
 
So how do we draw near to God, listen, learn and grow? The Bible is clear: through constant Bible study and 
prayer.  Consider just a few verses: 
 
  - Romans 10:17 -- So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 
 
  - Luke 8:11 -- Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 
 
  - John 17:8, 17 ς For I have given them the words that you gave me, and they have received them and have come 
to know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent meΧΦ Sanctify them in the truth; your 
word is truth. 
 
  - 2 Peter 1:21 -- For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were 
carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
 
  - Matthew 4:4 -- .ǳǘ ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ άLǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ άΨaŀƴ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ōǊŜŀŘ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ōȅ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦΩέ 
 
  - Matthew 17:5 -- ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ {ƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƘƻƳ L ŀƳ ǿŜƭƭ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘΤ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΦέ 
 
  - Hebrews 4:12-13 -- For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the 
division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.  And 
no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give 
account. 
 
  - Luke 10:39 -- And she had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to his teaching. 
 
  - John 8:47 -- Whoever is of God hears the words of God. 
 
  - John 8:31 -- {ƻ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ƘƛƳΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ŀōƛŘŜ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǿƻǊŘΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ Ƴȅ 
disciplesΧΦέ 
 
  - John 15:7 -- If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
 
  - Luke 21:33 -- Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 
  - Luke 8:21 -- .ǳǘ ƘŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ άaȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ Řƻ 
ƛǘΦέ 
 
  - Philippians 4:6-7 -- Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
  - 1 Thessalonians 5:17 -- Pray without ceasingΧΦ 
  
  - Romans 8:26 -- Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, 
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 
 
  - Luke 11:9 -- And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to 
you. 
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  - Jeremiah 33:3 -- Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not 
known. 
 
  - Matthew 26:41 -- Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation.  The spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak. 
 
  - Ephesians 6:18 -- Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.  To that end keep alert with 
all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, 
 
  - Colossians 4:2 -- Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving.  
 
  - 2 Chronicles 7:14 -- If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. 
 
  - Mark 1:35 -- And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed and went out to a desolate 
place, and there he prayed. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 1 Apr 19:  Rather than focusing on self-mastery today, focus on 
the Master. Sit at the feet of Jesus in prayer and Bible study, listen, learn, grow, and be at peace.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 14, Day 2, Tuesday, 2 April 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Deuteronomy+31%2C+32%3B+proverbs+2%3B+Mark+11 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Tuesday, 2 April 19: 
 
Deuteronomy 32:47 -- άCƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŜƳǇǘȅ ǿƻǊŘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊŘ ȅƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ƭƻƴƎ ƛƴ 
the land that you are going over the WƻǊŘŀƴ ǘƻ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎΦέ  
 
For so many, the Bible is just empty words.  But for the Christian, the Bible is the word of life which teaches the 
fear of the Lord, which in turn produces wisdom (Proverbs 2:2-6), but most importantly, the Bible guides us into 
greater unity with Him. (John 17) God uses His word to transform your heart (Proverbs 2:10) and to guide you 
along the right path in life (Proverbs 2:13-мрύΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ to you than silver, and its 
insights should excite you more than would finding a hidden treasure (Proverbs 2:4).  Do you feel that excitement?  
 
Moses had come to the end of his service as leader of the people of Israel and to the end of his life.  He gathered 
all the people to the edge of the Promised Land to give them his final words of wisdom as they prepared to embark 
upon their long-awaited historic conquest without him.  It is impossible to imagine the emotion he must have felt 
at this moment.  He had spent his whole life preparing to lead or leading his people, building them into a mighty 
nation.  He had watched an entire generation perish in the desert through the process.  He had given his all to his 
people; he had a genuine heart for his people, and there is no way to measure how deeply he cared for his people. 
So, from all of his experience and with all of his love, what were the final words Moses wanted to leave with his 
people -- ά.Ŝ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƻǳǎΣέ ŀƴŘ άōŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǿΦ  For it is no empty word for 
ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƛŦŜΦέ hŦ course this is the same message repeated throughout the Book of Deuteronomy -- 
άIŜŀǊΣ h LǎǊŀŜƭΥ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƻǳǊ DƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ 
your soul and with all your might.  And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.  You shall 
teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by 
the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.  You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be 
as frontlets between your eyes.  You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates 
(Deuteronomy 6:4-фύΦέ   
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WŜǎǳǎ ǊŜƛǘŜǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ōȅ ǊŜŎƛǘƛƴƎ 5ŜǳǘŜǊƻƴƻƳȅ уΥо ς άWŜǎǳǎ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ ΨLǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΥ Ψaŀƴ 
ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƭƛǾŜ ƻƴ ōǊŜŀŘ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ōǳǘ ƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ DƻŘ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ пΥпύΦΩέ  Of course, 
Jesus modelled dedicated ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΣ ŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ {ŀǘŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ (Matthew 4), and 
demonstrating doctrinal errors of the Pharisees (the Biblical scholars of the day), but pointing out the tense of a 
verb (Matthew 22:32).   
 
I believe our church, ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ  The 
ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ƴƻǘŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ 
every year.  What a blessing that people are reading the Bible together and sharing with each other from across to 
globe!  CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǘŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ѻ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎǎΦ 
ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƛŘƭŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΧΦέ  
 
- Thoughts from Henry T. Blackaby on Deuteronomy 32:47 -- ϦLǘΩǎ ǇǳȊȊƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ .ƛōƭŜΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǎǇƻǊŀŘƛŎ ǇŜǊǳǎŀƭǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΣ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƛǘƘȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ 
the day. The Word of God is not merely a source of helpful suggestions, preventative warnings, or inspirational 
thoughts: It is life itself! God gathered the children of Israel at the edge of the Promised Land to review their 
pilgrimage with Him. They had spent forty years in a desert because their parents had not trusteŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ 
¢ƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŘƛŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƳƛǎŜŘ [ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜǊŜŘ 
Moses was soon to leave them because he had not ǎƘƻǿƴ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ǊŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ƪƴŜǿ 
those who had been put to ŘŜŀǘƘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘƛǎƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘΦ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ DƻŘΩǎ 
word had become the most important thing in the life of the Israelites. God commanded His people to bind His 
words on their hearts, to teach them diligently to their children, and to regularly discuss them in their homes 
(Deuteronomy. 6:4ς9). So essential was His word that it was to hold a prominent place in the daily lives of His 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ hǳǊ ǊŜǾŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ōȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻΦ {pending more 
ǘƛƳŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎΩ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƻ 
ōƭŀǘŀƴǘƭȅ ŘƛǎǊŜƎŀǊŘ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƧŜŎǘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ ¢ƻ ƻōŜȅ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊŜǎǘ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ 
God has in store for us." (Henry T. Blackaby)  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 2 Apr 19:  Make prayer and Bible study your top and first 
ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ  ! ƘŜƭǇŦǳƭ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴΥ wŜǎƻƭǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ Řŀƛƭȅ 
time of prayer and Bible study ς a good way to keep you faithful in this discipline.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 14, Day 3, Wednesday, 3 April 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Deuteronomy+33%2C+34%3B+proverbs+3%3B+Mark+12 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Wednesday, 3 April 19: 
 
Mark 12:30-31 ς άΨAnd you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
ƳƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΦΩ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎΥ Ψ¸ƻǳ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΦΩ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜǎŜΦέ 
 
What is the purpose of your life?  What is your goal in life?  Jesus said the purpose and goal is love, first to love 
God with all your being and then to love others as the fruit of your love for Him.  WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΣ ȅƻǳ 
ǿƛƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘƳŜƴǘǎΦέ όJohn 14:15) TƘŜƴΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƴȅ commandment, that you love one 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ L ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǾŜŘ ȅƻǳΦέ όJohn 15:12) He said we are to love others like He loves us; so, how does He love us? 
ά²hile we were still sinners [offensive and in no way deserving of His love], Christ died for us.έ (Romans 5:8) So, 
what kind of love is God calling us to as our goal in life?  Jesus makes it clear -- ά.ǳǘ L ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ƘŜŀǊΣ [ƻǾŜ 
your enemies, do good to those who hate youΧΦ [end, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great, 
and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the ungrateful and the evil.έ όLuke 6:27; Luke 6:35) Do you 
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ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳǊ ΨŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΩ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ 
worship God in truth, as your moment to fellowship with Jesus in His suffering for the sake of mercy and grace to 
others?  
 
The Bible says, άAnd we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are 
called according to his purpose.  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image 
of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.έ όwƻƳŀƴǎ уΥнуΣ нфύ Lƴ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƭƻǾŜΣ DƻŘ 
ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ΨƎƻƻŘΩ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ΨōŀŘΩ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ΨƎƻƻŘΩ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ΨōŀŘΩ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ into your life that you might 
ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƻ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜΣ άǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ώŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊϐ ƻŦ Iƛǎ {ƻƴΦέ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ 
of Christ?  Perfect love.  Only Jesus loved the Father perfectly, but He gave us perfect love as our life goal.  This was 
WŜǎǳǎΩ final prayer for us to the Father ς άΧthat the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in 
ǘƘŜƳΦέ (John 17:26) 
 
!ǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΣ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅΦ  WƻƘƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ άFor this is the love of God, that 
we keep his commandments.  And his commandments are not burdensome.έ όм WƻƘƴ рΥоύ Lƴ ƻǳǊ ƛƳǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ 
sometimes (most often) love is still a burden, mentally, emotionally, physically and spiritually.  Nonetheless, God 
commands (not a request or recommendation), ά.e perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ рΥпуύ 
{ƻΣ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ǎŀȅǎΣ άPursue loveΣέ όм /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ мпΥмΤ м ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ сΥммΤ н ¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ нΥннύ ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘ ǎǘŜŀŘŦŀǎǘƴŜǎǎ ƘŀǾŜ 
its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in notƘƛƴƎΦέ όJames 1:4) We must be steadfast in our 
pursuit of love, and this is a daily, continuous endeavor.  What does this daily endeavor look like?  Jesus tells us -- 
άLŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƳŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƳŜΣ ƭŜǘ ƘƛƳ ŘŜƴȅ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǇ Ƙƛǎ ŎǊƻǎǎ Řŀƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭow meΧΦ Whoever does 
not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.έ όLuke 9:23; Luke 14:27) If the steadfast daily 
ǇǳǊǎǳƛǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜ ƛǎ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎǊƻǎǎ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ 
which cries in agony, άCŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻΦέ (Luke 23:34)  
 
άIe who rules his spirit [is better] than he who takes a city.έ όtǊƻǾŜǊōǎ мсΥонύ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 
conquering a city, and the person who demonstrates true love has demonstrated something more miraculous than 
the person who speaks in tongues, prophesies unknowable mysteries, heals the sick, casts out demons, and moves 
mountains. (1 Corinthians 13:1-3; Matthew 7:22-23) Though we are called to steadfastly pursue love, the ability to 
love can only come from the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5). So, we must walk in the grace of God, ever repentant in our 
failures, confident in the sufficiency of Christ, diligent in our efforts, and continuously prayerful for the Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΩǎ 
sanctifying power in our life.  As Saint !ǳƎǳǎǘƛƴŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎƭȅ ǇǊŀȅŜŘΣ άDƻŘ ƎƛǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ ¸ƻǳ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ 
ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭΦέ  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 3 Apr 19:  Our goal in life is love. The Greatest Commandment 
is love.  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ άall your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all 
your strength.έ ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜΣ ǘŀƪŜ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ άbe transformed by the renewal of your mind 
όwƻƳŀƴǎ мнΥнύέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊŘ ƻƴ ƭƻǾŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ώ9{± ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴϐ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƭƻǾŜέ срн 
times.  Do a word search, and make a list of the verses that describe the attributes of love and teach you how to 
love. Make a list and have a plan to commit these verses to memory.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 14, Day 4, Thursday, 4 April 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Joshua+1%2C+2%3B+proverbs+4%3B+Mark+13 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Thursday, 4 April 19: 
 
Joshua 1:5-9 -- άNo man shall be able to stand before you all the days of your life.  Just as I was with Moses, so I 
will be with you.  I will not leave you or forsake you.  Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this people to 
inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them.  Only be strong and very courageous, being careful to do 
according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you.  Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the 
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left, that you may have good success wherever you go.  This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, 
but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it.  For 
then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.  Have I not commanded you?  Be 
strong and courageous.  Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever 
ȅƻǳ ƎƻΦέ 
 
The Israelites were preparing to enter into a foreign land and face mighty adversaries. Remember how the spies 
described the land and its inhabitants -- ά¢ƘŜ ƭŀƴŘΣ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǎǇȅ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΣ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜǾƻǳǊǎ 
its inhabitants, and all the people that we saw in it are of great height.  And there we saw the Nephilim (the sons of 
!ƴŀƪΣ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ bŜǇƘƛƭƛƳύΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƎǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 
(Numbers 13:22-23)   
DƻŘ ǘƻƭŘ WƻǎƘǳŀ ǘƻ ōŜ άstrong and courageousΣέ but not in battle, rather in obedience to His word ς άThis Book of 
the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful 
to do according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have 
good success.έ  
 
What is your success plan?  Where does Bible study and application fit into your plan?  On what are you meditating 
day and night?  What are you using to decide your course?  When you are particularly challenged, do you spend 
more time with the Lord or less? άI have ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎƘŀƭƭ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƘƻǳǊǎ ƛƴ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦέ (Martin 
Luther) 
 
  - Psalm 20:7 -- Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of the Lord our God. 
 
  - Psalm 56:4 -- In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can flesh do to me? 
 
  - Jeremiah 17:5 -- Thus says the LƻǊŘΥ ά/ǳǊǎŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘǎ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŦƭŜǎƘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ 
heart turns away from the Lord.έ 
 
  - Isaiah 40:31 -- But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like 
eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 
 
  - Isaiah 26:3-4 -- You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you. Trust in 
the Lord forever, for the Lord God is an everlasting rock. 
 
  - Isaiah 43:2 -- When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 
 
  - Proverbs 16:20 -- Whoever gives thought to the word will discover good, and blessed is he who trusts in the 
Lord. 
 
  - Psalm 119:165 -- Great peace have those who love your law; nothing can make them stumble. 
 
  - 2 Corinthians 5:7 -- For we walk by faith, not by sight. 
 
  - Galatians 6:9 -- And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 
 
  -  Psalm 9:10 -- And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O Lord, have not forsaken those 
who seek you. 
 
  - Psalm 28:7 -- The Lord is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; my heart exults, 
and with my song I give thanks to him. 
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  - Psalm 112:7 -- He is not afraid of bad news; his heart is firm, trusting in the Lord. 
 
  - Psalm 37:5 -- Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act. 
 
  - Hebrews 11:6 -- And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.  
 
  - Isaiah 41:10 -- Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help 
you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  
 
  - Jeremiah 17:7-8 -- ά.ƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǘǊǳǎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ IŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǘǊŜŜ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ōȅ 
water, that sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear when heat comes, for its leaves remain green, and 
is not anxious in thŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘΣ ŦƻǊ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ŎŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜŀǊ ŦǊǳƛǘΦέ  
 
  - Psalm 91:1-16 -- He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. I will 
ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ άaȅ ǊŜŦǳƎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ŦƻǊǘǊŜǎǎΣ Ƴȅ DƻŘΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƻƳ L ǘǊǳǎǘΦέ CƻǊ ƘŜ ǿƛƭl deliver you from the snare of the 
fowler and from the deadly pestilence. He will cover you with his pinions, and under his wings you will find refuge; 
his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. You will not fear the terror of the night, nor the arrow that flies by day, ... 
 
  - Proverbs 16:3 -- Commit your work to the Lord, and your plans will be established. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 4 Apr 19:  When you have challenges today, rather than simply 
jumping into perceived solutions, spend extra time with God first, turning to His word in prayer.  Even better, 
before any problems arise, prioritize your time with God, so when problems do arise, you are already prepared.  
Trust in Him, and obey His word without deviating from it.  άTherefore, Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ 
ŜŀǘΚΩ ƻǊ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ ŘǊƛƴƪΚΩ ƻǊ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǿŜ ǿŜŀǊΚΩ  For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them all.  But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be added to you.έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ сΥом-33) 
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 14, Day 5, Friday, 5 April 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Joshua+3%2C+4%3B+proverbs+5%3B+Mark+14 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Friday, 5 April 19: 
 
Mark 14:27 ς ά!ƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭ Ŧŀƭƭ ŀǿŀȅΦΩέ  
 
Can you imagine how Jesus must have felt knowing all of His closest friends would betray Him when He needed 
them the most?  From the Scriptures, Jesus had been prepared for this betrŀȅŀƭ όάŦƻǊ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴέύΣ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ ƪƴŜǿ 
His disciples better than they knew themselves; but nonetheless, their unfaithfulness undoubtedly hurt Him more 
ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΦ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘ ƻƴŜ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƭƭ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘΣ ά{ǳǊŜƭȅ ƴƻǘ LΣέ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƻǳǎ tŜǘŜǊ Ŧŀƛled Jesus 
miserably. Notice, by the way, that before the infamous rooster crows, Peter had already begun to άfall awayέ by 
ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ άƪŜŜǇ ǿŀǘŎƘέ ŀƴŘ ōȅ άŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜέ όaŀǊƪ мпΥотΣ рпύΦ  
 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ pay attention to the process of falling away: following at a distance is a half-
hearted commitment that only lacks enough heat and pressure to become total betrayal.  The passive, silent or 
chameleon Christian is the one described by James and the Psalmist as double-minded, άǳƴǎǘŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅǎΣέ 
ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎ άƭǳƪŜǿŀǊƳΣέ ǳƴŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘΣ ǳƴǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜΣ ǳƴǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ. (Psalm 119:113; 
James 1:8, 4:8; Revelation 3:16) !ǎ WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ άWhoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not 
gather with me scatters.έ ό[ǳƪŜ ммΥноύ 
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What is truly amazing is that despite knowing that His disciples would all betray Him, Jesus never quit on them or 
distanced himself from them.  Rather, He humbly washed their feet!  Concerning Judas, the most infamous 
ōŜǘǊŀȅŜǊ ǿƘƻ άƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅōŀƎ ƘŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ƛǘΣέ WŜǎǳǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƛŎƪŜŘ 
him out of the small, intimate group, never fired him from his role as treasurer, but rather continued to break 
bread with him as a close friend. (John 12:6) Knowing their weakness, Jesus still took Peter, James, and John to 
Gethsemane. 
 
Would you take relationship advise from Jesus?  Is this how you would treat your unfaithful friends?  I think most 
Christians would call a person foolisƘ ƛŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƳƻŘŜƭ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘƻ 
ǘŀƪŜ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ млΥмс ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ άōŜ ǿƛǎŜ ŀǎ ǎŜǊǇŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŘƻǾŜǎΣέ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ 
ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǿŀƭƭǎ ōȅ ǉǳƻǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǎŜŀ ƭŀǿȅŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŀȅΣ άCƻrgiveness is a gift, but trust is something you 
ŜŀǊƴΦέ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘƻƻǊƳŀǘǎΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΚ  
 
By continuing to remain vulnerable to His unfaithful friends, Jesus wasn't being naïve or foolish, nor was He 
engineering the fulfillment of the Scriptures, He was modeling true love as is described in 1 Corinthians 13:7, 8 ς άLǘ 
always protects, always trǳǎǘǎΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘƻǇŜǎΣ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǇŜǊǎŜǾŜǊŜǎΦ [ƻǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŦŀƛƭǎΦέ  
 
When Jesus told his ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ άƴƻǘ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǎŜǾŜƴǘȅ-seven times (Matthew 
муΥннύΣέ IŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ this type of forgiveness would open the door to continued maltreatment but would 
also keep the door open for the Gospel and potential reconciliation.  Jesus understood that the closest 
relationships would often hurt the most.  
 
There is a famous story about the childhood of Thomas Aquinas which highlights the trusting heart: His classmates, 
who mocked his trusting spirit, decided to play a joke on him. They all got together in the classroom and stared 
ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘƭȅ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΦ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ŀǎƪǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǎƻ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƭȅΦ ά¢ƘƻƳŀǎΣ ŎƻƳŜ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΣέ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
respƻƴŘŜŘΣ άǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇƛƎǎτC[¸LbDΗέ  Thomas rushes to the window, only to be met by the uproarious laughter of 
his fellow students.  As the laughter died ŘƻǿƴΣ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ōǳǘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƭȅ ŜȄǇƻǎŜǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƛƴ ōȅ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƛƳǇƭȅΣ άL 
would rather believe that pigs couƭŘ Ŧƭȅ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ   
 
By remaining loving (and trusting) to the disciples, Jesus exposed to them the truth of themselves that previously 
they could not see in themselves. His costly display of love to them convicted all but Judas to change their lives 
forever.  How much different would their lives had been if Jesus demanded that they earn His trust and if Jesus 
kept up protective relational barriers between them and He until they did?  What would happen if you only 
displayed grace to others in the Name of Christ, forgave unconditionally in all situations, and only returned good 
for evil?  
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 5 Apr 19:  In your relationships, make yourself vulnerable for 
sake of the Gospel, and appreciate the opportunity to fellowship in the suffering of Christ as an act of worship.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 14, Day 6, Saturday, 6 April 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Joshua+5%2C+6%3B+proverbs+6%3B+psalm+40 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Saturday, 6 April 19: 
 
Joshua 5:13-15 ς άWhen Joshua was by Jericho, he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man was standing 
before him with his drawn sword in his hand.  And Joshua went to him and said to him, ΨAre you for us, or for our 
adversaries?Ω  And he said, ΨNo; but I am the commander of the army of the Lord. Now I have come.Ω  And Joshua 
fell on his face to the earth and worshiped and said to him, ΨWhat does my lord say to his servant?Ω And the 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ WƻǎƘǳŀΣ ΨTake off your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are 
standing is holy.Ω And Joshua did so. 
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Preparing to attack the might city of Jericho, Joshua encounters a man standing with his sword drawn (noticeably 
ƴƻǘ ǎƘŜŀǘƘŜŘύΦ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŀƴƎŜƭ ōǳǘ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ WŜǎǳǎ IƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ ŀ ǘƘŜƻǇƘŀƴȅΦ  Why?  This is one of two 
times in the Bible when a servant of God is commanded to take off His shoes while on holy ground: Moses at the 
Burning Bush, and now Joshua before the Man.  Throughout the remainder of the Bible, angels tell people not to 
worship them.   
 
¢ƘŜ aŀƴ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ IƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ά¢he CƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ Armyέ ς the outcome of the impending battle does 
not rest in the hands of men.  (see also 2 Chronicles 2:15; 1 Corinthians 15:57; Psalm 146:3; Proverbs 21:31; and 
Revelation 19) WƻǎƘǳŀ ŀǎƪǎΣ ά!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ƻǊ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŀŘǾŜǊǎŀǊƛŜǎ?έ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ !ǊƳȅ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ 
ǊŜǇƭƛŜǎΣ άbƻΦέ  WƻǎƘǳŀ ǿŀǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ.  The battle ahead was not intended to fulfill the desires of people but 
ǊŀǘƘŜǊ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻŦ ǊŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴΦ  
 
WƻǎƘǳŀΩǎ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ aŀƴ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƭŜǎǎƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ς It is never about us 
or them, rather always about Him.  We have been appointed as ambassadors for Christ, entrusted with His 
message of reconciliation. (2 Corinthians 5) We are never to be ambassadors for self or anything else.  We are not 
called to win arguments, but rather to win souls ς άThe fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and whoever captures 
souls is wise.έ όtǊƻǾŜǊōǎ ммΥолύ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ άƛǎǎǳŜέ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭΣ ǿŜ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
we scatter rather than gather ς άWhoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me 
scatters.έ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ мнΥолύ 
 
!ƭǎƻΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŜǾŀƛƭǎΦ  άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ DƻŘ ƛǎ 
ƘŜ ǿƘƻ ƎƻŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΣ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΦέ όDeuteronomy 20:4) ά!ƭƭ 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŘ ȅƻǳΦ !ƴŘ ōŜƘƻƭŘΣ L ŀƳ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜΦέ (Matthew 28:18-20) Through the 
power and authority of Jesus Christ, we have been appointed to proclaim the Gospel boldly, but it is the power of 
the Holy Spirit which convicts souls and saves.  God uses the faithful, not necessarily the talented.  You need simply 
to be faithful, and trust God with the results.   
 
Joshua 6:2-5 ς άAnd the Lord said to Joshua, ΨSee, I have given Jericho into your hand, with its king and mighty men 
of valor.  You shall march around the city, all the men of war going around the city once.  Thus, shall you do for six 
daysΧΦ On the seventh day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 
!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ōƭŀǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƳΩǎ ƘƻǊƴΣ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳƳǇŜǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
people shall shout with a great shout, and the wall of the city will fall down flat, and the people shall go up, 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘƛƳΦέ 
 
God tears down the walls, but we must be obediently persistent, refusing to give up, in order to share in the 
victory.  Imagine the perspective of the Israelites at Jericho:  They march around the city on day one with no 
apparent results; they march around the city on day two; again, no apparent results, and this continues for days. 
Imagine if, after the sixth time marching around the city on the seventh day, they just quit in hopelessness.  They 
ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƳƛǊŀŎǳƭƻǳǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΦ  Lǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƳŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ 
ǿƘŜƴ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŜǾƛŘŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘo please God.  Maybe you have been praying for 
years for a lost friend or family member ς keep praying. ̧ ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƳƛƎƘǘ Řƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄǘƘ ƳŀǊŎƘ ƻƴ 
the seventh day.   
 
άFor though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh.  For the weapons of our warfare 
are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds.  We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion 
raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey ChristΦέ όн /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ млΥо-5) Finally, 
we must not lose perspective that we are fighting a spiritual battle, and spiritual victories often look like physical or 
temporal losses.  We must die to live, be weak to be strong, and ready to lose to win ς  
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  - 2 Corinthians 4:7-12 -- But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the 
power will be of God and not from ourselves; we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not 
despairing; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; always carrying about in the body the 
dying of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. For we who live are constantly being 
delivered over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So 
death works in us, but life in you. 
 
  - 2 Corinthians 12:9-10 -- .ǳǘ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ άaȅ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ ǎǳŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΣ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ƛƴ 
ǿŜŀƪƴŜǎǎΦέ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ, I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon 
me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. 
For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 
  - 1 Corinthians 15:57 -- but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
  - 2 Corinthians 2:14 -- But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests through us 
the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. 
 
  - Romans 8:18 -- For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory 
that is to be revealed to us. 
  
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 6 Apr 19: ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǎŜ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀƴ 
ambassador to Christ.  In every encounter with others, focus on representing Christ, not yourself, and relying on 
His power and authority, not yours.  Trust Him with the results of every situation.  
 
 
DBRP - WEEK 14, Day 7, Sunday, 7 April 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Joshua+7%2C+8%3B+proverbs+7%3B+psalm+41%2C+42 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Sunday, 7 April 19: 
 
Psalm 41:9 -- ά9ǾŜƴ Ƴȅ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƛƴ ǿƘƻƳ L ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǘŜ Ƴȅ ōǊŜŀŘΣ Ƙŀǎ ƭƛŦǘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŜƭ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƳŜΦέ  
 
IŀǾƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜŀŘ ƛƴ aŀǊƪ мп ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀǎǘ {ǳǇǇŜǊ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎΩ ōŜǘǊŀȅŀƭΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƛǘƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ōŜǘǊŀȅŀƭ 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ tǎŀƭƳ пм ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƳƛǎǎŜŘΥ άOne of you will betray me ς ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜΧ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƛǇǎ 
bread into the bowl with meΧ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭƭ Ŧŀƭƭ ŀǿŀȅΦέ όaŀǊƪ мпΥмуΣ нлΣ нтύ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 
difference between his situation and that of Jesus:  David was not innocent.  Jesus displayed mercy and grace from 
a position of perfection and complete holiness.  Jesus was the only soul who has ever walked on earth who could 
ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜƳŀƴŘŜŘ ƧǳǎǘƛŎŜΣ ȅŜǘ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎŀƪŜΦ  /ƻƴǾŜǊǎŜƭȅΣ 5ŀǾƛŘΣ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
not stand simply on justice; he too relied upon forgiveness, mercy, and grace from God ς ά!ǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΣ L ǎŀƛŘΣ άh 
[ƻǊŘΣ ōŜ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ƳŜΤ ƘŜŀƭ ƳŜΣ ŦƻǊ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƴƴŜŘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ȅƻǳΗέ όtǎŀƭƳ пмΥпύ  
 
¢ƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ tǎŀƭƳ пм 5ŀǾƛŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά.ǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǳǇƘŜƭŘ ƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ƳŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
presence foreverΦέ (Psalm 41:12) What integrity could the sinner David be talking about?  I believe it is the integrity 
of his honest repentance displayed in Psalm 41:4 ς David truly acknowledged that he was a sinner who relied 
ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ǳǇƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ, and David honestly, though not perfectly, sought to please God in love and 
obedience.  DavidΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜƳ ς  
 
  - 1 John 1:9 -- If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
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  - Ephesians 2:8-фΥ άCƻǊ ōȅ ƎǊŀŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǎŀǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ  And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
DƻŘΣ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ Ƴŀȅ ōƻŀǎǘΦέ 
 
  - WƻƘƴ оΥмсΥ άCƻǊ DƻŘ ǎƻ ƭƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
ǇŜǊƛǎƘ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦέ  
 
While Jesus certainly had the right in His perfection to demand justice from others, we, total sinners relying totally 
ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾe the right to demand justice for ourselves from others.  Jesus points this out 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΦ IŜ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΣ άForgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone who 
is indebted to us (Luke 11:4);έ ŀƴŘ His famous parable about ǘƘŜ ά¦ƴŦƻǊƎƛǾƛƴƎ {ŜǊǾŀƴǘέ ƛƴ aŀǘǘƘŜǿ му is a harsh 
ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǊŜŦǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ --  άYou wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  And should not you have had mercy on your fellow 
ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΣ ŀǎ L ƘŀŘ ƳŜǊŎȅ ƻƴ ȅƻǳΚΩ  And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his 
debt.  {ƻ ŀƭǎƻ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ 
(Matthew 18:32-35) 
 
¢ƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ƛƴǘŜƎǊƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻǳǊ ǘƻǘŀƭ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ treat others accordingly.  The 
more we truly understand what God has done for us, the easier it is to treat others graciously. 
 
"Cross" Fit S-WOD (Spiritual Workout of the Day) ς 7 Apr 19:  Today, trust in grace, rest in grace, walk in grace, 
display grace, proclaim grace and give grace that the world may see your good deeds and praise your Father in 
Heaven.   
 
DBRP - WEEK 15, Day 1, Monday, 8 April 2019 
 
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=Joshua+9%2C+10%3B+proverbs+8%3B+mark+15 
 
Observations from today's readings and today's S-WOD, Monday, 8 April 19: 
 
  - Joshua 9:14, 15 -- άΧōǳǘ [they] did not ask counsel from the Lord.  And Joshua made peace with them and made 
ŀ ŎƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƭƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ǎǿƻǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 
 
The Israelites were deceived into a covenant with the Gibeonites, which eventually resulted in a war between 
Israel and five kingdoms.  This happened because the Israelites trusted in their own understanding and did 
άǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƳώŜŘϐ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ώǘƘŜƛǊϐ ǎƛƎƘǘέ (Joshua 9:25) rather than seeking the άŎƻǳƴǎŜƭ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦέ 
(Joshua 9:25) 
 
Both people and circumstances can be deceiving; and often we deceive ourselves for a multitude of reasons.  How 
limited is our capacity to truly understand what we should do in any given situation, even on our very best day?  
 
  - Proverbs 3:5-6 -- Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your 
ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths. 
 
  -  Jeremiah 33:3 -- Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you have not 
known. 
 
  - Psalm 25:12 -- Who is the man who fears the Lord?  Him will he instruct in the way that he should choose. 
 
  - Proverbs 2:6 -- For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.  
 
The essential first step of effective decision-making is seeking the LordΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ.  DƻŘ ǎŀȅǎΣ άFor my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than the 
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































